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WOODCRAFTER’S ASSOCIATION

OF DURBAN

P.O.Box  52096,   BEREA 4007,   SOUTH AFRICA

NEWSLETTER  APRIL  2002

*************************************************************************************

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

WOODCRAFTER’S – 13 May – AGM and Woodblock challenge
WOODTURNER’S   -  20 May  - Sharpening of woodturning chisels –  J.Mills, P Bullock, B Mc Phail, 

R Menzies  -  Hands-on  session – 4 grinders going  – BYO  tools

***************************************************************************************

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE  WOODCRAFTERS ASSOCIATION OF DURBAN TO BE HELD AT 

PINEVILLE JUNCTION ON MONDAY 13 MAY 2002 AT 18H00

AGENDA

1. WELCOME

2. ATTENDANCE

3. APOLOGIES

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 2001

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

6. TREASURES REPORT

7. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE

8. GENERAL

See back of this Newsletter for the agenda and minutes of the previous AGM.

If you have any matters you wish to raise, please notify a committee member, preferably in writing before the AGM so that the issues can be discussed by committee prior to the AGM.

We welcome any suggestions or comments to improve our Association.

Politicians and babies nappies have one thing in common  -

They should be changed regularly and for the same reason

WOODCRAFTER’S MEETING OF  8 APRIL

VISITORS

We continue to get excellent turnout to the meetings with 78 members in attendance. Thanks for your support.

This month we welcomed Carl Mouton.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to Ossie Wesselaar has joined as a woodcrafter . Ossie has recently retired and is getting started in woodwork. We trust you enjoy your involvement with the club. 

SUBS

Latest date for payment is the turners meeting of 20 May .If not paid by then it will be assumed that the member has resigned.

COUNTRY WOODS WOODBLOCK CHALLENGE

Last reminder. Bring your entries to the AGM on 13 May.

See last month’s newsletter for rules. More blocks handed out. Derek Williamson has your names so either you make something or bring the block back.

EVENTS

· ROYAL SHOW

Reminder that event takes place 24 May to 2 June

If you wish to enter any woodcraft items do so in your own capacity.

Entries close 26 April.

Prizes are pathetic but go for the glory.

· FESTIVAL OF WOOD

Dates confirmed as 7 and 8 September at the M.L. Sultan Technicon

· AWSA

Confirmed for 9, 10 and 11 August at Glenwood High School. More details to follow.

MINI SHOP

The present stock is quite low at present.

What else do you think we should stock for your convenience? Please let us have some ideas.

· John Mills is sourcing sandpaper off cuts by the kg – to be followed up.

· Bruce McPhail came up with a brilliant idea for realigning your drill press for repeated operations. He bought a R10.00 laser pointer that he fixes to his machine and fixes a reference line on the wall, which can be repeatedly aligned to. There are probably other applications????

These are such a bargain that Barry Haird is rushing out to buy 40 for members. They come from Osmonds in Hospital Road, off Point Road.

MISSING MAGS

John Mills lent out 5 Woodturner Mags and he can’t remember who to.

If you have them, please return them.

BRING AND SHOW

Once again an abundance of many varied items.

· Tools and jigs.

John Morgan made himself a special clamp for holding his band saw blade steady while silver soldering the butt joints. He scarfs the ends at about 30 degrees.

Tom Chalmers is into turning some heavy stuff so he constructed a robust steady using castor wheels that clamp to the lathe bed. He also made a lighter 3 wheeled steady for long, lighter work such as walking sticks.

Allan Ferguson always draws lot of interest when he brings a new home made gadget. After cutting coves on door edges he had to make a drum sander to clean up the rough saw cuts.Taking the theme further he produced a 300 mm wide drum-sanding spindle, which is pneumatically expandable with compressed air to clamp the drum cylinder firmly to the spindle. This was achieved by winding 8mm dia plastic tube around the drum, sealing the ends and fitting a car tyre valve.

Nearly time to give up your day job Allen.

· Scroll saw

Jasper Pons brought a natural edge box from some New Zealand wood cut out on a scroll saw.

Stanley Chetty’s  scroll saw work continues to improve. His intricate candleholder received many complementary comments.

· Other

Brian Coetzee’s superb craftsmanship was once again displayed in his fishing fly box complete with wooden hinges and magnets to hold the flies.

Tom Chalmer tackled a large vase in end grain Natal Mahogany with his deep bowl gouges. Nice effort but it was felt that the neck was too big for the body.

TIP   Don’t use a big roughing gouge on a large dia blank. You can get a massive dig in. Suited for spindle work.

TIP   Use quick setting epoxy on your Nova chuck on suspect gripping to achieve 100 % contact of the jaws.

NOG ‘N TIP  After spending all that time perfecting your bowl shape and finish add the final professional touch by signing the piece and stating the wood type on the foot.

The standard of turners in our club just keeps improving.

Mike Moyes presented two lovely bowls over which he obviously took lots of care, with great shape, rim and foot treatment plus an excellent finish. Well done! Mike.

John Morgan won the R50.00 lucky draw gift voucher from Machine “O”. Thanks again Rod Ball. 

TABLE SAW TALK BY MARCUS KRUGER

Marcus emphasized that he could only touch on the main points of this vast subject.

He recommended a book form our library “Table Saw Techniques” by ……

Table saws come in three different classes:

1. The heavy industrial machines with a non-adjustable fixed blade.

2. The lighter more versatile machines where the blades can be raised and tilted.

3. The cheaper end of the range for the DIY person – often have noisy brush motors. The usual rules apply – buy the best you can afford.

Belt driven is best.

Fence must be robust and clamped back and front. Wood can often distort during cutting so the fence should stop just after the blade so that the wood is free to move laterally and not jam/

Because of this distortion, also leave some waste that can be machined off to get to finished size.

ADJUSTMENTS

Your table saw, even a brand new one needs to be properly adjusted and set up. Wear on an old machine need to be compensated for once every three years or so 9obviously dependent on usage)

1. Blade must be parallel to the mitre slot that guides the fence to do this measure with a vernier gauge from the slot to a tooth at each end of the blade slot. (Always the same tooth.)

2. The table tilt is usually set using shims to make sure the blade is perpendicular to the table.

SAFETY

Marcus very strongly emphisised the need for safety. (He has still got all his fingers.)

Use eye and ear protection equipment.

Use push sticks. If your fingers are not near the blade they can’t be injured.Kick back is a real and frequent danger, caused by a gap between the wood and the fence and distortion of the wood that binds on the blade.

Stand to the side of the blade as a habit. (Radial arm saws are dangerous when ripping – high potential for kick back)

Also plan the sequence of cutting so that the cut piece is not free to be grabbed. If cutting a rebate don’t trap the off cut between fence and blade. Keep the blade only 3 or 4 mm above the wood. This is less than half the thickness of a finger so although your finger will be somewhat mutilated, you might not lose it!

Don’t rip warped wood as it rocks and catchers in the blade with big kick back.

BLADES

Blades are obviously Marcus’ pride and joy. There are a wide variety of types for the many applications and a range of quality and price.

Get good advice from someone who knows when buying a blade. High-speed steel blades are OK but tungsten tipped blades are the way to go but at a price.

Keep the blades sharp. A sharp blade self feeds. If you have to push the timber through, the blade needs sharpening.

For blade sharpening contact Leuco Tool Industries in Pinetown. Phone 701 6366

I’m not going to attempt to elaborate further on this subject.

Unfortunately we can’t rush experience so read the books and be careful we applying the principles.

Remember the SAFETY RULES CONSTANTLY.

Many thanks Marcus for yet another high quality talk.

Also to Rod Ball for the loan of the Festo table saw.

WOODTURNER’S MEETING 15 APRIL

VISITORS

We welcomed Craig Hogan from Randburg

NBS HOME AND GARDEN SHOW

Rod Ball the “Machine “O” is looking for helpers to demonstrate tools on his stand at the show. He will pay for your time. Give him a call if you are interested.

Dates: 28 June to 7 July

Phone  2021760

BRING AND SHOW

Marcus Kruger did the honours.

Allan Ferguson admits he likes making tools so much he doesn’t have time for woodwork. He has now built a boring bar with a cross slide action, like a metal lathe has. He also brought his Elsworth grind clamp and two home made gouges, one from hydraulic tube and the other ground from solid.  Allan also produced a deep vase from Tipuana Tipu  using his boring tool.

Jasper Pons continues to try different things. This time a candlestick made from four woods with two captive rings, complex with nice detail. It was commended that perhaps too complex which detracted from the attractive aspects of the piece.

John Abott has been hiding his talents but his beautifully prepared bowls in Indian Mahogany showed he is a very competent turner. He got everything right. Shape, rim, foot and finished in Woodoc 5 and lovely wood. We would like to see more John

TIP  The technique of wiping off the wet Woodoc came up again. Give it a try.

Tom Chalmers tackled a large chunk of Natal Mahogany, end grain and produced a magnificent bowl with stunning markings. Marcus praised the excellent finish achieved on the end grain piece. He finished with a 1000 grit onto the plain wood and Bison wax. Such fine grit abrasive would normally be applied to a sanding sealer coated surface.

Fred Wright  made a narrow deep vase in Leopard tree wood. Nice shape, thin wall yet quite heavy out of this dense wood.

DEMONSTRATION OF BOWL HOLLOWING BY ROY MENZIES

Bruce Mcphail volunteered to do the video. Thanks Bruce.

Roy continued from where Brian left off at the previous month’s meeting.

Firstly Roy illustrated the uphill/downhill grain direction with in a bowl. (See sketch) and why downhill is easier to do and minimises  tear out. He applied quick set epoxy to his Nova Chuck to ensure full grip contact. Note that the dovetail needs to be exactly 15 degrees to ensure this full contact. The first operation is to bore a 12 mm hole to the required bowl depth. Roy welded the drill bit to a tee bar for this. You could grip a bit with vice grips also. The bit finds it own center.

Establish bowl internal shape immediately and with repeated sweeping cuts (which facilitates constant rubbing of the bevel) continue enlarging the shape.  Move your body not your arms. If you deviate from the final intended shape as you progress you will have to fix it, which loses rhythm  speed and accuracy.

Roy very quickly and efficiently hollowed his 10” bowl using an Elsworth ground 19 mm Sorby gouge. It’s really easy with the right tool, correctly sharpened and with a practiced technique.

He then showed us two reverse chucking methods, One with a big wooden full plate marked with concentric circles to align the bowl to which is then fixed in this position with four screwed on clamps. Alternately mushroom shaped support fixed to the headstock over which the bowl is mounted can be used. The tailstock is needed to apply restraining force to the piece and something to provide friction between bowl and support eg sandpaper, thin rubber – like router matting.

Thanks Roy for your time and effort and the stand up comedy. Sorry, I can’t publish your joke. I am told some of the wives read this. Right big toe and left hand thumb!!! You had to be there.

Brian Kitching then reversed chucked his demo bowl also onto a mushroom shaped former but with a rubber ring glued on to provide the friction. It gets a bit tricky working around the tailstock. A spacer block helps to give more space to work.

Don’t forget to make a distinct mark before demounting the bowl after doing the outside. Without this you will battle to find the center of the foot with the tailstock.

WOODCRAFTER’S  ASSOCIATION  OF  DURBAN
Minutes of the 10th Annual General Meeting of  the Woodcrafter’s Association of Durban held on the 14 May 2001 at 18h00 in Pineville Junction Venue

Notice of the 10th AGM and an Agenda were published in the most recent April 2001 Newsletter and therefore taken as read

1 Welcome :


The Chairman welcomed all guests and members to the AGM

2 Attendance : 

 A list of members attending is recorded in the Attendance Register

3 Apologies :


Perrie Bullock, Jasper Pons, Vincent Kerns, Derrick Williamson, Denzyl Goodhead, Alf White, Mike Moyes, Ken Tebbutt, Eckhart Muller

A letter was received from Jasper Pons with his

apologiesand his compliments to the committee on their 

organisation of Festival of Wood, the venue relocation, to 

Brian Kitching on the Newsletter, and a proposal that the 

existing committee be re-elected

4  Minutes of the 9th AGM held on 15 May 2000 :

The Chairman Charles explained that with the departure of our previous Secretary Mike Lewis he was unable to find a copy even after contacting him in New Zealand. This was accepted by the meeting and unanimously agreed to take them as read and accepted.

4 Chairman’s Report :  

Chairman Charles presented his report in which he 

highlighted the many successes enjoyed by the Association during the past year. A full copy of his report is published in the May Newsletter.

The Report was adopted.  Proposed : John Mills,    Seconded : Barry Haird

Stephanus DuToit  proposed a sincere vote of thanks to Charles

5 Treasurer’s Report :  

The Treasurers Report was printed in the April Newsletter

and Albert Patterson, after pointing out various aspects stressed that the Association is in a financially healthy situation. After some discussion the report was adopted.  Proposed : Tom Chalmers

Seconded : Bruce Mc Phail

6 Election of Committee :  

The Chairman indicated that both Graham Milne, and 

Albert Patterson wished to stand down from the committee.

Bruce McPhail proposed that the remainder of the committee namely Charles Thatcher, Brian Kitching, Geoff Etheridge and John Mills be re-elected. This was Seconded by Roy Menzies and accepted by the meeting.

Nominations for Secretary were called for and Pat Heslop accepted. 

Proposed : Charles Thatcher   Seconded : Marcus Kruger

Charles advised that John Mills wished to withdraw from the committee during the year .

It was proposed by Alec Wishart that the positions of Treasurer and Editor were pretty onerous and that each should have an assistant. After some discussion Marcus Kruger offered to assist Brian Kitching as Editor. There were no nominations for Treasurer, and one will be sought as soon as possible. An assistant to help at meetings with subs etc, and functions such as Festival of Wood should also be foundMike Freese and Bill Pretorius offered to run the tea and biscuits at meetings.

8  General   : 

8.1 Support for Charities
One of our members feels that we do not do enough for charity. The Chairman pointed out that we had in fact donated R1000 out of Festival of Wood profits, and had agreed to support Tom Chalmers appeal to make simple toys for charity. Tom has already bought 1000 wheels for this project which received enthusiastic support by those present. In addition Dennis Jessem has donated 50 of his  toy tractors to us for giving to charity. He says that he will also make and donate 50 trucks. Grateful thanks to Dennis and Tom were expressed

8.2   Festival of Wood committee
Volunteers were called for the committee and Rod Ball, Boet Nel and Fred Card (publicity) offered their services.

8.3   Association name change

The meeting gave formal ratification to the previously proposed name change from “Woodcraftsman” to “Woodcrafters Association of Durban”.  Proposed: Charles Thatcher. Seconded : Geoff Etheridge

SA Woodworker and Home Handyman to be advised by Chairman

8.4  Membership list

It was agreed that an updated membership list will be published in the next Newsletter

8.5  Venue for Festival of Wood

It was suggested that Pinetown Boys High and the Westville Civic Centre be considered. The dinner could still be held at St.Thomas’ Hall

8.6 Chainsaw operators

A list of experienced/trained members in the use of our chainsaw to be published in Newsletter

Meeting closed at 19h10

Signed  Chairman :    ……………………..         

Date : ……………………….  

CHAIRMAN’S TURN

Today is the 1st, so I guess we each have just over a week to complete our woodblock entries. I expect many of you have already made your masterpiece. For those of you who haven’t (myself included) there is still some time if you start this weekend. I look forward to seeing all that you have made. Please remember this is not a competition, there are no prizes, it is simply an exercise in using your imagination and skills.  We are very grateful to Country Woods for their generous donation of timber and I hope that will all show your appreciation by supporting them.

Marcus’s demo was as usual extremely informative and inspirational. I tuned up my saw over the weekend and am amazed at the difference it has made (and I thought it was tuned). I am sure Roy’s continuation of the bowl turning cycle and the discussion it created, has helped everyone, experts and novices alike, in some way to improve their turning skills. Thanks guys.

I am sorry to say I was disappointed that I had no response to my request for entries for the Royal Show. According to the organizers, the general response from the woodworking community has been so poor this year, that they are considering closing this section. I believe this would be a tragedy and definitely in contrast to the aims of our society. Whilst it is too late this year, I believe we must all make a concerted effort to participate next year.

It has been extremely encouraging to see the increase in items on the ‘Bring & Show’ table and I hope this trend will continue. I am also aware that this increase has meant that we are starting the demonstration later and later each meeting, so we will be addressing this problem.

I encourage all of you to attend the AGM, it is an important event in our calender and an opportunity for you to voice your opinions, which are so important to the well being of the association. We will try to keep it short and to the point. Should you have any issues you wish to table, please could you ensure that you put them in writing to a member of the committee before 9th May 2002.

I am not sure whether I should be mentioning this before the AGM, but I believe I would be remiss not to. Albert Patterson after four (maybe five, I’m not sure) years as treasurer has decided to call it a day. On behalf of all the members of the association, I would like to sincerely thank Albert for his dedication and commitment to the association, we truly appreciate it.

We are very grateful to Derek Martin for volunteering to step into the breech to take over the editor’s position  which Brian vacates at the end of May. Thanks Derek for ensuring continuation of the vitally important aspect of communicating our club’s activities. 

I look forward to seeing you on the 13th May with your challenge pieces.

Happy woodworking,            Charles
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LONDON PLANE

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENT

COME AND CUT YOUR OWN BLANKS

UP TO 500 MM

CHAINSAWS AVAILABLE

CONTACT LEN FOR DETAILS/INFO 

PHONE   031-764 4030
BAND SAW

350 mm THROAT

CONTACT  DENZIL GOODHEAD

PHONE  767 2558

EDITOR’S  WINDUP

I would like to repeat Charles’ thanks to Derek Martin for taking on the production of our newsletter.

For me it’s been a very rewarding experience and I trust it will be the same for you Derek.

Guys, please remember that the Editor can’t do it all.

Derek will be relying on us to provide him with a steady flow of material.

Most of us I’m sure have something to offer and with small effort can make a contribution to spreading knowledge and information to our Association.

Cheers,        Brian    
 BOWL
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Chairman  :  Charles Thatcher  7085417 (H)  7108296 (W)         Treasurer  :  Albert Paterson 7673338 (H)

Secretary   :  Pat Heslop            4690190 (H)  4507768 (W)         Library         Geoff Etheridge 7656483 (H) 7009050(W)

Committee : John Mills            2080504 (H&W)                           Editor        :   Brian Kitching   5635136 (H)5601497(W)


