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WOODCRAFTER’S ASSOCIATION

OF DURBAN

P.O.Box  52096,   BEREA 4007,   SOUTH AFRICA

NEWSLETTER  MARCH  2001

*************************************************************************************

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

WOODCRAFTER’S –  8 April –  Set-up and basic use of the table saw by Marcus Kruger  - a must see

WOODTURNER’S   -  15 April    - Continuation of bowl turning – Hollowing and reverse chuck 

by Roy Menzies

***************************************************************************************

WOODCRAFTER’S MEETING OF 11 MARCH

(Report  by Pat Heslop)
Bruce McPhail chaired the meeting in Charles’ absence

NEW MEMBER

Welcome to John Abbott. We trust you have a long and fruitful time with the Association

VISITORS

Welcome again to Shorty du Plooy, and to Kumaen Pillay,Sonny  Bandiah, Ossie Besselaar and Bruce Demont

We look forward to seeing you again.

WOODBLOCK CHALLENGE

Sorry about this guys but there was a hold-up in the delivery of the woodblocks which has reduced your available time to produce your creation.

Some were handed out at the turner’s meeting on 18 March so if you havn’t got yours you can collect on 8 April.

Anyway, we know that everyone leaves it to the last moment.

Many thanks to Country Woods once again for their continued support of our club by supplying the blocks.

The rules are :

· If you take a block you must make something.

· You can make anything you like (get your creative juices going – it’s amazing what emerges)

· You can add about 10 % of some other wood.

· Use as much of the block as possible.

· You can use hinges and other fittings.

· Submit your item at the AGM on 13 May.

The item to be wrapped and anonymous.

The parcels are opened one at a time and appraised before the maker is revealed. It really is one of the highlights of the year.

ANNUAL SUBS

Members were reminded sub were due at end February.      Pay Albert Paterson

BRING AND SHOW

Roy Menzies displayed some of his hidden talents when he brought along an electric 5 string base guitar that he had made. This was a superb piece of craftsmanship made out of mahogany and face veneered with rippled maple. The guitar incorporated a ‘neck through’ design that apparently gives an improved tonal quality.

Ben Conradie brought along a very well constructed box made from Myrtle and Sassafras. The lid was inlaid with ‘Black Heart Sassafras’. These woods are indigenous to Tasmania and Australia. A pensioner in Australia had made the box.

Len Lagendijk brought along a pen turned from Indian Mahogany.

Dennis Jessen brought along a toy aeroplane that he had added to his range of children’s toys. The plane used a wheel axle drive to spin the propeller.

De WALT POWER TOOL DEMO

Joe Coetzee and Nick de Rauville of Hidrotech, the local distributors of De Walt Power Tools, gave a brief demonstration of their De Walt range. The tools shown were:

· Cordless Screwdriver

· Jig-saw

· Biscuit Jointer

· Routers

· Random Orbital Sander

· Circular Saw

Joe and Nick were not really geared up for a full demonstration but provided brochures and pamphlets for those members interested. One of their main selling points is their 30-day satisfaction guarantee whereby a tool may be returned to the point of purchase for a full refund if the customer is not satisfied. The 1-year warranty also includes free servicing and replacement of worn parts. 

If any members are interested in making further enquiries about De Walt power tools they can contact Rick de Rauville on cell 083 - 236 8091

INDIGENOUS TREE IDENTIFICATION

Chris Reim, an expert on the identification of indigenous and exotic trees has kindly agreed to take members on a guided tour of the indigenous tree section of Botanic Gardens. I think we should limit numbers to 20 and if more than that wish to attend then we can arrange a second tour.

The details are as follows:

Venue.
Durban Botanic Gardens

Date.  Saturday 4 May 2002 

Time.  08h30

Cost.   Free

Meet in the new Parking Area at the bottom (beach side) of the Gardens where the new Resource Centre is situated. Car Guard in attendance. Don’t forget a hat. Tour will last a couple of hours, and then we can have refreshments at the Charity kiosk in the Gardens afterwards.

If you wish to participate indicate on the list which, will be circulated at the two April meetings.

John Mills

WOODTURNER’S MEETING OF 18 MARCH

(Report  by  Stanley Chetty)

FESTIVAL OF WOOD

At last Charles has managed to secure a date early in September for the show.

Alternative venues to ML Sultan were looked at but most were unsuitable or not available or too expensive.

So we have stayed with ML Sultan which is a magnificent venue.

The final date will be announced in the next newsletter.

We will keep you informed.

EVENTS

· Royal Show            - 24 May to 2 June
· Wood For Africa  - 4/5/6 July -  Hilton College

AWSA

John Mills has worked long and hard to fix the venue and date for this important event. As with FOW, this was not an easy task.  The details are :

Dates    :   9, 10, 11 August

Venue  :  Glenwood High School

Glenwood just about meets all the criteria for the venue and it came at a very good price. The only negative is the lack of parking inside the gate. We will employ car guards.

 Well done John. Now the work really starts for  the committee (and helpers)

NEW PHOTO ALBUM

Many thanks to Stephanus du Toit for providing a new album and also for his ongoing generosity in taking and supplying all the photos.

THE MARKET PLACE

USED TOOLS

CONTACT

THE USED TOOL CENTRE

4  BRIGHTON ROAD, JACOBS

PHONE  4673212

H- CLAMPS

Rodney Ball of   MACHINE ”O”   has large
H – Clamps going at cost.

Price  R 40.00 Each

Contact Rodney on  2021760

He’s got lots of other stuff as well

Pencil cedar

Contact Mike Freese

Phone 7022823 (H)  or 7108246 (W)

BRING AND SHOW

Jasper Pons was invited by Charles to appraise the B&S which he reluctantly accepted.

I don’t know what he was worried about- he did a fine job.

We had a big turnout for B&S so I’ll be brief.

John Mills brought a Honey locust?? natural edge bowl with an appropriately thick wall. Lovely contrast between sap and heart wood. He also turned up a deep vase from Red Coastal Milkwood with natural edge.

TIP  - Never attempt to insert your hand into a narrow necked vessel to sand it while it is spinning. Serious potential for injury. Someone once said you could lose your hand !!

Fred Wright produced a very nice platter from Tipuane Tipu gripped on a very shallow recess. He textured the rim with a Sorby tool.

TIP  -  Apply texturing or other detail to the outside of your bowl  BEFORE  hollowing. The bowl is likely to distort after hollowing which will make fine detail impossible.

Eric Wright tried his hand at a mushroom from Natal Mahogany.

Bruce Dermont, a young visitor showed us his incomplete base for a coat stand.

Gilbert Chislett produced a very nice gavel in Wild Olive.

Good crisp detail- well finished. Good job.

He also made two matching lamps in SA Pine finished in crackle blue. Nice result.

Jasper Pons came up with the idea of a circular door stopper.

Unlike a rectangular one, it can go any way around. Clever.

He also made a rustic lamp stand from a Sneeze Wood fence post complete with the holes through which the wire passed.

The ancient timber took a good finish.

Denzil Goodhead’s submission didn’t get into my notes – sorry.

The club has started a lucky draw for each B&S.

Won by John Mills.

Thanks to MACHINE”O” for donating a H Clamp.

BOWL TURNING DEMO

BY BRIAN KITCHING

Brian continued with the process where Perrie Bullock left off the previous month.

He confessed to being not fully proficient in his technique and invited experienced turners to intervene with comments and suggestions so that others to learn from his mistakes.

Where does one start when deciding how to convert a rough blank into the best possible shape and at the same time display the best features of the wood.

Examine the blank and visualise how the grain will appear on the finished item. Usually sapwood at the base of the bowl gives the best result but not always. Note that if sapwood is at the base, the outer soft wood must be removed to provide sound material that is strong enough to withstand the forces from your chuck grip.

Brian started with a 250 mm by 130 mm wet  avocado blank and did a scale drawing of  his final desired shape as a guide.

The blank was mounted with the centre of the log against the face plate (ie  sapwood at the base) and the lathe run at the slowest speed because of the imbalance of the rough blank.

The high spots were machined off using a 19 mm deep fluted bowl gouge and the lathe then  sped up. About 30 mm of the sap wood was removed from the base for the reason above. The outside shape of the bowl was then formed referenced to the sketch drawing.

The gouge turning marks were smoothed off using a heavy scraper. Experienced turners get a better finish with a shear scraping action.

John commented that most difficulties with the cutting action result from incorrect sharpening of the gouge.

A 4 mm deep recess was formed in the base for an expansion chuck grip and the bowl remounted in the Nova chuck.

The mounting integrity was checked with a thump of the hand which quite easily broke the mounting  recess.

It was thought that the chuck was too tight or the wood too soft still.

Back to the faceplate and a reshape of the foot to a compression grip ready for remounting. The foot would be finished after hollowing by reverse chucking the bowl which will be shown in the next demo.

Reduction of the foot changed the height of the bowl which meant the curve had to be reshaped to maintain the required proportions. Still close to the drawing but flatter.

The foot incident took time so hollowing will be done at the next phase of the process by Roy Menzies on  8 April.

CHAIRMAN’S TURN

It seems that I am destined to miss the 2nd and 3rd Monday of each month, I Have already missed 3 meetings this year and we are only into April (or should that read we are already into April). I would like to thank both Brian and Bruce for standing in for me. Particularly Bruce, whom I think I dropped into the proverbial at the last meeting, those of you who were there, will know what I am talking about. Thanks also to our demonstrators, from all accounts I have heard Perrie’s  demo was excellent. Brian’s continuation of the bowl turning cycle , was very inspirational and I for one will be giving bowl turning another go.

It is with regret that I announce that Brian has handed in his resignation as the editor of the newsletter effective as of May. During the past 3 years he has produced a monthly publication of extremely high quality and interest and sadly to say often with very little outside help. The WCAD’s newsletter was voted the best in the country at AWSA 2001 and I believe this newsletter has been very influential in the high reputation our association holds. Thanks Brian for your time and commitment to our Association, it is truly appreciated.  So it seems very sad, that unless one of you out there step forward and takeover, the newsletter will fall away. I believe that in order to get the most out of anything in life, and that includes our association, that one needs to put something in (and no I don’t mean your subs), so come guys, lets have some volunteers so that we can continue Brian’s excellent work.

I am sorry I didn’t have the wood blanks at the crafters meeting , a little glitch in the system. Some of you will have picked up your blocks at the turners meeting, those who didn’t get, I will bring them to the next meeting. Should you want them earlier give me ring and we can make a plan. Thanks very much to Country Woods for their very generous donation of the blocks. Remember the deadline is May 13.

As of 2 hours ago I am officially on leave for three weeks, I can’t remember when I last had one week let alone 3, so I am signing off now to go and start on my block ( I wish the house has to be painted).

I look forward to seeing you on the 8th April

Happy woodworking.

Charles

Letter to Editor

An Association like ours relies on the active participation of its members for its long-term survival and growth. We currently hold an enviable reputation amongst other woodcrafting guilds/associations because of the excellent growth that we have experienced over the last five years or so, and for the incredible variety of crafting issues that have been discussed and demonstrated at our meetings. I am sure that most members are proud to be associated with WAD, and look forward to many more interesting activities and learning experiences.

There are a fairly large number of members who diligently undertake Committee work, who run the shop, the library, arrange  refreshments and are prepared to share their knowledge and expertise by demonstrating at meetings or running workshops. Without these members, who are prepared to put in that extra effort, our Association would not survive. When we have something big such as Festival of Wood, some more people are prepared to help,         (always together with the same willing few) while others never contribute anything but their presence at meetings.

Later this year we are responsible for organising the Association of Woodturners of South Africa Congress over the long weekend 9 to 11 August 2002, and then probably in September we will again be running the Festival of Wood, this time at the bigger venue ML. Sultan Examination Hall. We will need lots of member participation and help in ensuring the success of these two major functions. The usual few will just not be enough.

A recent example of this disappointing reluctance to participate was at our last meeting when Charles asked for a volunteer to write the notes of the meeting for use in the next Newsletter as a report, and not one member was willing to undertake this simple task.

No Committee members can be expected to carry on their portfolios forever. For example, our Treasurer Albert, and our Editor Brian wish to stand down at the AGM in May. We will therefore be needing members to replace them.

On behalf of the present Committee, I appeal to each one of you to seriously consider how you can contribute to the running of the Association. We urgently need more members to become involved by giving something back to our Association.

JOHN MILLS   

EDITORS WIND-UP

Thanks very much to Pat Heslop and Stanley Chetty for writing most of the notes for this edition for me.

Thanks guys, I’m sure you found it not too onerous

It’s been a rewarding and also a wonderful learning experience to have had the privilege to produce this newsletter for the last three years.

I’ve had to be on my toes at the meetings to capture the information as it flowed, so I was forced to absorb more than I normally would have.

The notes have become a very useful reference for me and I hope they have for you too.

When scanning 30 editions of the newsletter (we still don’t have a name for it !! ) one realises the depth of knowledge and talent that exists in our Association.

No wonder we constantly keep attracting new members.

I’ve learned to drive my computer much better (but still have a long way to go) and my typing has got up to at least 20 words per minute.

My wife Bev has been a great help by doing most of my typing and helping every month to fold, insert into envelopes and apply stamps. (You get self-adhesive now so we don’t  have to lick 70 envelopes and stamps)

It’s been a relief to have Marcus Kruger with his digital camera providing most of the recent photos which he e-mails to me and I import directly into the copy.

Unfortunately only those of you on e-mail get to see them in colour.

E-mail has reduced the burden of copies, envelopes, stamps etc as I now send to nearly 50 of our members by e-mail.

On behalf of the committee and those who have volunteered in the past I thank John Mills for his insightful letter.

We are privileged to be part of a progressive and vibrant association but without continued and fresh participation of you the members,  the impetus will fade to mediocrity.

Don’t let this happen.  We then all lose.

Cheers        Brian
Chairman  :  Charles Thatcher  7085417 (H)  7108296 (W)         Treasurer  :  Albert Paterson 7673338 (H)

Secretary   :  Pat Heslop            4690190 (H)  4507768 (W)         Library         Geoff Etheridge 7656483 (H) 7009050(W)

Committee : John Mills            2080504 (H&W)                           Editor        :   Brian Kitching   5635136 (H)5601497(W)


