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     SEPTEMBER MEETINGS – WOODCRAFTER’S   - Monday 11 September
                                                    Woodcarving  by Sue Greene

                                                  -WOODTURNER’S  - Monday 18 September 
   Hollow vessels  by  Perrie Bullock


NOTES FROM WOODCRAFTER’S MEETING 

17 AUGUST

The prospect of yet another top- notch demo by Alan Amey pulled a big turnout.

VISITORS

Charles conveyed a very special welcome to Margaret Lewis and wished her and Mike health and happiness in their venture to resettle in New Zealand. Mike was presented with a copy of Richard Raffan’s book Turning Wood and Margaret was presented with a bowl of flowers.

Mike Gowan and Geoff Powell visited for the first time. We trust you had an interesting evening. Mike Gowan joined as a new member.

MINI SHOP

Those who committed to ordering sanding belts are requested to take up their order.

TIMBER AVAILABILITY

If any member is aware of a felled tree suitable for harvesting, please announce at a meeting and then advise Brian Kitching to advertise in the newsletter.

A big yellowwood has been felled in (yet again) Yellowwood Park. Contact Pat Heslop  Ph.  4690190  (H)

CHAIN SAW TRAINING

There is a demand for a second chain saw training session which will probably take place in October. Details to follow.

At present the following people are competent to use the chain saw mill : 

Derrick Williamson

7645500

Pat Heslop


4690019

John Swanepoel


9042053

Schalk Radley


7091357

Willem deBeer


7671739

Tinus Barnard


2622370

Boet Nel


4623797

Ron Adams


2613988

Geoff Etheridge


7656483

Roy Menzies


2668667

Bruce Mcphail


3033032

John Mills


2080504

Charles Thatcher

7085417

Two of these people must be present when the machine is used.
QUESTION AND ANSWERS

Q. My 3 inch diameter end grained partly turned bowl cracked badly. The blank was cut two months ago.

A. The wood dried too quickly. Turn to about                                                 

20 mm thick and store under cover with, no sun or  draft


Q. How do I  remove algae from my brick paving (Not        

       a  wood related question but we cater for all) 

       A.   Use HTH solution or 4% copper sulphate solution.

       Q.   How do I clean an old ornately carved box in    

       preparation for refinishing.

A. If it is just dust and grime, use soapy water with a    

       toothbrush. Remove a finish coating with paint       

       stripper or  lacquer thinners and wash afterwards. 

        Q    I’m finding it very difficult to get a good surface       

              on Red Ivory.

A.   Set your plane very accurately and plane across the grain at about 30 degrees with a very fine cut. Of course there is no substitute for technique gained with years of practice.

BRING AND SHOW

Alan Amey did the honours to appraise the many items exhibited.

Billy Richards brought some neat home made sanding blocks..

Pat Heslop made a small well finished potpourri bowl from Jacaranda and a delicate bowl from Tamboti. Once again eagle eyes picked up imperfect curves.

Brian Kitching brought an incomplete large bowl in spalted Natal Mohagany that split apart while sanding on the lathe. Calculations gave frightening statistics:

The rim of the bowl was doing 83 km per hour and the 275 gram piece that broke off exerted a force equivalent to

 45 kg. Luckily  the piece flew downwards!

Brian also brought a bowl from some unknown timber with a nice ripple. It was felt by some that the bowl was too thick

Brian Coetzee’s skills continue to grow as demonstrated in his beautifully made pipe rack/cigar box made in African Rosewood. He used splined mitre joints and lined it with  loose panels of Cedrella.

The unit was glued up in one go  which is a very difficult procedure.

Fred Wittstock exhibited his magnificent 10-seater dining table in Kiaat with turned and fluted legs.(Again made on his milling  machine and steel lathe.) The table top -  needless to say he didn’t bring it – weighed 100 kg.

Alen Wishart made a lovely tray table with drawer in yellowwood. The unit was beautifully made with precise crisp details.

The latter three items were of exceptional quality and the makers are to be congratulated on achieving such high standards.

DEMONSTRATION BY ALEN AMEY  

MAKING DRAWERS

Alan once again shared his depth of knowledge and his philosophy in the quest for achieving the highest possible standard we can within the level of our ability. He described the techniques and critical aspects in making drawers to get the perfect fit and derive the pleasure of the effortless glide as the drawer is closed.

Alan illustrated his talk with some hand out drawings and described the construction in some detail. The main tips are:  (see drawings attached)

1. Use dimensionally stable wood for the drawer body and match up the timber for uniform stability.

2. The accuracy of the cabinet carcass opening is vital for achieving a good drawer fit.

3. Make the back of the cabinet carcass guide rails 1 to 2 mm wider than the front to avoid jamming.

4. Make drawer sides in pairs to fit the aperture.

5. Everything to be perfectly square and dimensionally accurate. (Check diagonal dimensions to confirm squareness.)

6. Orientate dovetails so that drawer front won’t pull off.

7. Make drawer slightly bigger than aperture and trim the drawer carefully and gradually to achieve a neat fit.(Fit the drawer to the carcass.)

8. Make the hidden parts to the same quality as the front.

9. Glue in bottom if plywood to assist stability. If solid wood, bottom to be loose in a groove.

10. Look for shiny spots on runners to find where jamming. Use wax on runners to get a good sliding action.

NOTES FROM WOODTURNER’S MEETING     24 AUGUST

APOLOGIES

Charles Thatcher was unavailable for the meeting so 

John Mills took the reins.

VISITORS

It was a pleasure to welcome Jack Munting from Pretroria Woodturners Assn. who John coerced to do a demo for us.

Also visiting were Geoff Powell and Brian Botes.

TRAVELLING TURNER

Perrie Bullock has just returned from a trip to the UK where he attended a woodturning course presented by the famous Tobias Kaye. See his report on page 4.

BRING AND SHOW

Once again a big turn out of B & S  items – I’ll try to be brief. 

Perrie Bullock did the honours.

John Mills is giving us a preview of his (and Perrie’s) forthcoming exhibition by bringing five items;

Spalted London Plane bowl, Red Beech bowl (local wood) with very nice markings, a very thin Jacaranda “bowl within a bowl” (unfinished), a bowl in  thick Indian Mahogany with a  natural edge blackened by burning and a second Indian Mahogany bowl with an ornate edge.

Len Munnery brought a small platter in some unknown spalted wood with a dramatic flash of colour.

Gil Chislett made a rectangular box on his new scroll saw with a dovetailed lid and locking key.

Allan Furguson made a high quality adjustable tool rest for a bench grinder cast in aluminium in his home foundry.

About a dozen people indicated their interest. So Allan is taking orders.

Tom Chalmers brought an unusual split turned item.

Alistair Bennets finished off two segmented bowls he showed at his recent demo. They are a marvel of patience and accuracy.

   TURNING TIPS FROM BRING AND SHOW

· Watch those curves again. Abrupt direction changes and poor transitions from one curve to another are easily noticed and detract from the beauty of the piece.

· Most peoples’ opinion is that big, heavy bases and fat bottoms (on bowls or anatomies) don’t look good.

·  Nova chuck jaw marks can be avoided by sizing the foot on the inward grip to be close to the minimum size of the jaws ie. a perfect circle. Outward grip is more forgiving as grip is against the outer curved surfaces of the jaws.

· When forming those small detail grooves point your scraper downwards. Better still use a skew (carefully) to cut the groove rather than scrape. (Practice on scrap first.)

· To prevent discolouring of your prize piece (this happened to John’s Indian Mahogany) Bruce suggests the following : Dilute sanding sealer with 60% lacquer thinners and apply liberally. After drying sand back to plain wood and coat with Woodoc 10, Danish oil etc.

    DEMONSTRATION OF BOX TURNING BY 

       JACK MUNTING FROM PRETORIA 

Jack told us a little about the Pretoria Association  and their monthly turning project aimed at challenging members to produce a particular item and to learn from the critiques.

Jack took us through his method of making a stemmed box with a finial embellished lid. (The finial is that ornate, spikey protrusion you see on the corners of some fancy furniture and on old buildings.) 

He divided the length of his 75mm diameter Silky Oak blank into three parts for the stem, body and finial lid respectively.

After partially machining the lid he parted it off and turned the body leaving the base unturned and clamped in his Record chuck for stability.

Jack tackled the work quickly and confidently using mostly a fingernail spindle gouge and his homemade removable tip hollowing tools.

In no time he completed the job culminating in a finely turned lid with a special pippie on the inside (must be a Pretoria trade mark)

Many thanks Jack for sharing your knowledge with us. We trust that you had an enjoyable evening in Durban and hope that we can reciprocate some time in the future

EXHIBITION OF TURNINGS

John Mills and Perrie Bullock will be exhibiting their craft at the Bayside gallery (Bat Centre)  starting on 

30 September for a period of two weeks.

Let’s give them our support.

Best of luck John and Perrie.

CHAIRMAN’S TURN

I am sorry to have missed the woodturning demo by 

Jack Munting. Jack phoned to ask if he could attend our meeting as a visitor, and was promptly asked to show us his box making skills, which I believe he did with great success and expertise, thanks very much Jack.  Thanks to John for chairing the meeting in my absence. Alan Amey’s draw making demonstration was certainly very informative and rewarding, I for one learned a great deal of practical knowledge. It is people like these who are prepared to put back into the association what they get out, that make our association such a success, and a pleasure to be a member of. 

I have to admit that I am very disappointed at the lack of response, we the committee have had, to our requests for volunteers to come forward and help on the committee. In spite of Brian’s plea in the last newsletter, we are still short of two members, and as such the current committee is having to share the additional load between them. (Ag..  Shame you say), but seriously we need the help. The future of our association depends on the active participation of all it’s members.  So I appeal to you to come forward and volunteer your service, it is really not such a burden. To those of you who are already participating in the management and running of the association, your help and commitment is truly appreciated.  Right, enough said on that note, let’s move on.

You will be pleased to here that I have at last managed to order the complete collection of  “Fine Woodworking On …” books, and they should be here shortly. If you are looking for a really great and efficient internet site to buy books from, try www.booksamillion.com I found them to be the cheapest and most user friendly of all the sites I tried.

I am looking for sponsors for prizes for the EOY challenge, I am hoping to try and get some substantial prizes together, so if any of you out there can help, or are able to arrange prizes through your companies etc. please could you let me know.

I look forward to seeing you on the 11th. 

Happy woodworking.

Charles

NOTICE IN A FIELD

The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for nothing but the bull charges 

                                     A  2-Day  Course  with  Tobias  Kaye  -  By Perrie Bullock


I had originally booked on one of Tobias Kaye’s 3-day courses during the latter half of July 2000.  However, after a long saga arising from a double booking, Tobias agreed to a dedicated course for me and one other on Sunday and Monday, the 22nd & 23rd July.

Tobias has been turning since the 1970’s but while travelling through the USA during his youth, worked as a coffin-maker, computer programmer, boat builder and bar tender.  Today he is considered a bowl-maker, teacher and writer on wood turning of international renown.  He moved to Devon in 1986 in a wood turning capacity, and in 1995 opened his present workshop and professional instruction courses in Buckfastleigh.  His turning skills have been influenced during his life by characters like Cecil Jordan, Del Stubbs, Bert Marsh and Ray Key, all of whom are both quoted in wood turning literature and are themselves authors of various books and publications.

His mission in life has been to turn wood the way “it likes to be turned” if one is to obtain real enjoyment from this craft and to this end he has produced both a CD and video copy of which I have and will be in a position to show members in due course if there is sufficient interest in it.  Understanding tools and the process of sharpening is the key to his philosophy.  His particular personal interest lies in acoustic bowls used for Music Therapy in Palliative Care, something to which the first world is paying increasing attention.  Indeed, this was also a new experience for me.  He later offered me one for only 15 000 pounds!  (I have a photo of it for the next meeting!).


My wife and I hired a car on the day before and travelled down to Buckfastleigh, Devon.  Just off our route on the A303 we visited Yandles in the little village of Martock, a well known saw mill and wood turners shop.  Tobias had suggested that I bring some exotic hard wood with me so “I had to go to Yandles”!!  I spent a good hour browsing until they closed and finally bought a small bowl blank of Brazilian imbuia for nearly 7 pounds!  This came as a bit of a shock as do most purchases in Britain, particularly when translated into Rands.


Buckfastleigh is situated on the edge of the Dartmoor Nature Reserve and just up the road from Plymouth, so Peggy had plenty to do while I was “sweating away” over the next two days!  The infamous Dartmoor Prison is just up the road at Princetown in the middle of the moors!  This extreme south western tip of England enjoys a more temperate climate and is consequently well wooded with very attractive scenery.  We stayed about a mile from the workshop in Buckfastleigh at a little B & B perched over a pub where the local beer flowed copiously!


“Work” started at 9-00 am on the Sunday morning where I also met my fellow pupil, a lady named Joan Maxwell from up the way at Moretonhampstead.  She is a part-time teacher who had started turning 2 years ago.  Her interest was in sharpening tools and lidded boxes while mine was more focused on end-grain turning and closed forms as well as sharpening techniques.


Not surprisingly, his workshop is well equipped with the best lathes, chisels and supporting paraphernalia.  We spent the entire first morning on sharpening techniques, since without keen cutting edges, whatever you do will be less than the best.  We discussed chisel selection and choice from among those available on the UK market where Hamlet came out on top on both price and quality with their new hard-wearing HSP steel (one up from HSS).  I found this experience to be the most rewarding of the course and will share this with members when I do my presentation at the September Turners meeting.

It was a treat having a huge bowl-turning Graduate lathe with electronic speed control all to myself for the 2 days.  I discovered that I had to develop a new stance and technique given that one can face the work without hindrance from the bed of the lathe.  In the course of the remaining afternoon and the second day, I was able to turn two bowls, a hollow form and the one referred to below.


I was especially interested in a new shape of bowl that Tobias had perfected representing an ellipse within an ellipse which will be on the B & S table at the next meeting.

 EDITOR’S WINDUP

Recent participation in Bring and Show has been very encouraging with up to a dozen items presented in a evening.

Even the cabinet makers have risen to the challenge with some high quality pieces shown this months. Thanks guys for your special effort – it’s much easier to bring a bowl than a 10-seater dining table!

We hope you are finding the comments and discussion on your work useful.

I’m finding it increasingly difficult to capture all the items adequately in the Newsletter and I will be trying to publish some photos in future.

I try to pull out the many tips and procedures that emerge from the B&S which I hope you find useful.

I fear that if the numbers continue to grow we will not be able to do justice in our appraisals. 

I would welcome any suggestions from you as to how you would like to see B&S reported in the N/L – my wife says I waffle too much !!

Keep the stuff coming.

Cheers

Brian

   99 % of lawyers give the rest a bad name                                   
                          FOR   SALE

               4 “ MAKITA BELT SANDER

                  PRICE ONLY    R 1700

                     (NEW PRICE      R 2700)

            CONTACT : ALEX WISHART

            PHONE      :  7672667

  EMCO REX  200 mm wide planer

  With operating manual … R 4000  EMCO STAR COMBINATION  

Table saw, jig saw, band saw, lathe,  belt and disc sander    ……R 4000
     Contact  :  Basil Norris

      Phone     :  7051322
                         BALAU  TIMBER

               100mm x 130mm x2600mm long

                          11 lengths available

                            R 250.00 per length

                        Contact : Kevin Riggien

                     Phone    : 082 4134096  A/H

              FOR NOTHING

   FRED WITTSTOCK HAS A NUMBER OF    

      LENGTHS OF BEECH    90mm x 90 mm

     Contact him on  2086122  (W )

                          Or  941416    ( H)
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                                   DRAWER CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
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