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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Hi to all 
 
It is mid-October and the year is rushing to an end. 
Quite a number of our members are preparing for the 
November – December craft markets. I hope 
everything is working to plan and that the sales are 
going to exceed all expectations. Those of you making 
a few gifts, don’t delay! The finish still has to dry 
before the 25th of December  
 
Last month I mentioned the forthcoming showcase. I 
would like to challenge each and everyone to make a 
special attempt to prepare at least one piece for this 
event. It is not about the Bronze, Silver or Gold 
certificates, nor the comments from the panel, 
important though the seem at the time, Rather it’s the 
participation, the camaraderie, the sharing and being 
part of the club, and doing what we enjoy. Come on 
guys and girls let’s prepare and enter a piece, there may 
be some rewards for those who enter… 
 
The training program is well underway. The faceplate 
training has started, thanks to Graeme for his 
contribution. Anyone interested to attend the training 
Introduction to Finishing and Decorating, on 12 and 
26 November, please let Gert or me have your names 
sooner rather than later. I would like to hear from any 
and all who’ve attended the training sessions. Your 
suggestions and feedback will help us to improve. 
 
Looking forward to see you all at the meeting! 

 
Louis 

 
EDITORIAL - PROTECTED TREE SPECIES 
You may well have heard an announcement currently 
running on the radio that the Department of Water 
Affairs and Forestry have updated the list of protected 
trees.  
 
I had a look at it this morning for the first time and it 
raises far more questions in my mind than it answers. 
(go to www.dwaf.gov.za and then choose the 
“forestry” link. There you’ll find the announcement 
under protected trees) 
 
According to the concise two page article “…forest 
trees or protected tree species may not be possessed, 
collected, removed, transported, exported, donated, 
purchased or sold – except under licence granted by 
the Department of Water affairs and Forestry (or a 
delegated authority.) “ 

 
That’s clear enough isn’t it?  
 
There then follows a list of almost fifty of our trees, 
including all five yellowwoods, kameeldoring, 
assegaai, silver tree, stinkwood, white milkwood, pod 
mahogany, kiaat and leadwood.  
 
Now what happens when we buy a piece of 
yellowwood from a timber merchant? Is a receipt 
enough to make it legal for us to possess it? To turn it? 
To sell it? What makes our overseas visitor a legal 
“exporter” of a piece turned from leadwood? Or that 
little silver tree bowl? 
 
What happens when our friendly local tree feller passes 
on a log from a yellowwood tree that was cut down on 
private property to make room for a garage? Or we go 
to the off-cut section of a reputable timber merchant 
and walk out with a small piece of pod mahogany? No 
receipt in either case.  
 
How about that 
bundle of 
kameeldoring for 
sale on the side of 
the road for this 
evening’s braai? 
Is it OK to burn it 
but not to turn it? 
Quite apart from 
which, how does 
anyone 
distinguish 
between a piece 
of “legal” wood 
and another, 
which isn’t?  
 
Don’t get me wrong. There’s no way I’d believe that 
any responsible turner in this country would cut down a 
protected tree for any purpose, or that I would condone 
it, but the article does have far reaching implications 
for us if it’s to be applied to the letter. 
 
Are we in danger of seeing our most valuable timber 
rotting on the forest floor? We only have to think of the 
upheaval the CITES ban on ivory caused in our 
elephant population. And of the lost revenue from not 
being able to use the ivory from legally and responsibly 
culled animals. Will we each have to apply individually 
for permits each time we want to move a protected 
timber? Or make use of wood from a dead silver tree 
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when it falls down (as they are wont to do after 20 or 
so years)? 
 
Difficult.  
 
I don’t know the answers but I’m hoping that this 
article will encourage some of our more clued up 

conservationists, 
timber merchants 
and legal beagles 
to look into this 
legislation and 
advise on the 
ramifications for 
us. More especially 
since this is 
obviously a 
national issue, not 
just a western Cape 
thing. 
 
It also emphasizes 

how essential it is for us all to know what wood we are 
turning!  

Ken 
 
COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 

E-mail addresses, home and cell numbers for the 
committee members are: 
 
Louis Van Niekerk (Chairman) 
louisvn@iafrica.com; 913 1470, 082 885 0347 
 
Graeme Hill (Vice Chairman) 
graemehill@mweb.co.za; 794 1639, 083 252 4642 
 
Eric Thornton (Secretary and PR) 
notnorth@mweb.co.za 531 1559, 082 465 4237 
 
Hugh Scholtz (Treasurer) 
hascholtz@worldonline.co.za 913 0417, 082 895 0631 
 
Ken Turner (Editor)  
kturner@iafrica.com; 689 9251, 083 651 4993 
 
WORKSHOP MANAGERS’ CONTACT DETAILS 
Jimmy Stevenson jstevenson@zsd.co.za 
910 0444, 082 471 0600 
 
Mike Richards leerichards@wam.co.za  
552 5572, 073 660 1282 
 
BANKING DETAILS - 
Western Cape Woodturners Association 
 Bank:  Peoples Bank 
 Savings Account Number: 2204012882 

Branch Code:  120405  
 
Important Note  
When making out a cheque, please make it payable 
to “Western Cape Woodturners Association” 
(And not just the initials “WCWA”) It costs the 
club money if it’s incorrect since the bank will no 
longer accept it. 
 

 
Right. Now that I have everyone’s undivided 
attention (and your hair is standing on end…) 
 
Thanks this month to Bert Parker for an excellent 
reminder about safety. Bear in mind that it’s difficult to 
recall any intelligent accidents – only stupid ones. 
 
Safety in the Workshop 
 
Whilst the woodturning lathe is no doubt one of the 
safest woodworking machines it is essential the 
operator should always follow the following basic 
rules. 

 
(1) Ensure that the electrics are safe, always 

switch off the lathe when changing 
speeds or making any adjustments to the 
tool rest etc.  

 
(2) Ensure that the lathe is set at the correct 

speed before turning the machine on. 
 
(3) Before starting up the lathe, check that 

the workpiece is not going to hit the tool 
rest, and make sure that the workpiece is 
secure and free from defects or splits that 
could fly off when the lathe is started. 

 
(4) Ensure that all locking handles have been 

tightened and that the work spins freely 
before starting the machine 

 
(5) Always stand to one side when starting 

the machine. 
 
(6) Don’t wear loose clothing or neckties that 

could get caught up in the revolving 
workpiece. Remove any rings from your 
finger or bind some masking tape around 
the ring. Never stand with bare feet in the 
workshop. It is a good idea to wear a pair 
of strong boots or shoes at all times. 
When tools fall off the lathe or bench 
they invariably fall edge first and can 
cause nasty wounds.  
 

(7) Protect your eyes at all times by wearing 
safety glasses, goggles or a visor. 

 
(8) Stand in a comfortably position in front of 

the lathe with your body parallel the lathe 
and not sideways place your feet about 
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shoulder-width apart so that you are 
standing in a balanced position, so that 
you can traverse your body and not move 
your feet. The main priority is to feel 
comfortable and relaxed when turning. 

 
(9) Always remove the tool rest when 

sanding. Some kind of protection against 
dust is essential. Make use of a dust mask 
or an extractor unit. 

 
(10) Get into a routine where you take some 

extra time, before and after turning, to 
ensure that all safety procedures have 
been followed. It should become second 
nature; just never become complacent! . 

 
The above list is by no means exhaustive, Very 
often safety is using your common sense, being 
patient and not taking risks.  
 

Bert Parker 
 

WILDERNESS TREES 
Jane and I have just got back from a brief “battery 
recharge “at Wilderness. I’ve said it before but one of 
the unexpectedly pleasurable spin-offs of woodturning 
has been getting to know even just a few of our own 
trees.  
 
At our favourite campsite, Ebb and Flow in 
Wilderness, National Parks have made the effort to 
number quite a few of the trees in the camp. Lists are 
available and “old pals” include wild plum, two of our 

yellowwoods, rooiels, 
cape chestnut, 
ironwood, red 
current, karee, 
candlewood, white 
pear, assegaai, cape 
beech, white 
milkwood, wild 
olive, and forest 
elder. What a 
wonderful place to 
camp and what 
pleasant dreams they 
induced as we slept 

under their branches. 
Quite apart from the trees and 
the tranquillity of the river in 
our little canoe, there were 
birds. Well-positioned hides 
gave us the opportunity for 
excellent bird photography. 
Without the trees, no birds; 
without the birds, no trees. 
 

Do yourselves a favour. 
Whether you plan to travel 
over the next few months or 
just chill out in our beautiful 
Cape, take time to look 
around you. Have you 
noticed our seringas?  

 
 
And the silky oaks? 
Both are in full bloom 
at present. Enjoy. Funny 
how some of the aliens 
are the most showy. 
 
Reading an article 
recently about bats I 
was staggered to read 
the number of seeds they can disperse. What’s 
interesting is that they often do so in flight rather than 
when perched, so they’re an enormously important 
factor in spreading forests. The more we learn about 
our environment, the more we’ll nurture it. 

Ken 
 
CAPE TOWN FLOWER SHOW 
Don’t forget about this event taking place from the 27th 
to the 30th of October 2005 at the Lourensford Estate in 
Somerset West, from 9.00 am to 6pm.  
 
Eric Thornton is organising our club stand at the show. 
Do support it in any way you can. Contact him at (021) 
531-1559, 082-465 4237 or e-mail 
notnorth@mweb.co.za if you have any queries or can 
help. 
 

 
 
FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wed 19th October – Surface Techniques and 
Decorating – Gert, Ferreira, and Peter Nicolle. (Dennis 
has unfortunately had to bow out as he’ll be at a 
conference in Jhb. that week) 
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Sat 12th November Gigi and Dennis Laidler have 
offered to host an open workshop session. From 10h00 
to 17h00. Bring your own lunch or order from “Mr 
Delivery”. Morning and afternoon tea / coffee will be 
provided, as will at least two lathes. Draw card is 
Dennis’s Stubby 1000 plus his Kelton coring system 
which he’ll be demonstrating. Bring any pieces along 
that you’d like to, finished or in progress, plus any 
tools you feel you may need if you’d like to get in on 
the act. 
 
 
Wed 16th November Summer Showcase and year-end 
braai - Time to get going on those entries. This is the 
last formal function for the year, so bring along 
something to braai on the provided fires. You’ll need to 
keep your tongue lubricated, so bring some appropriate 
tung oil and enjoy discussing what I hope will be a 
wide range of entries for the summer showcase. 
Entries must be handed in for judging on 
Wednesday 9th November between 19h00 and 
20h00. 
 
Wed 18th January Resin Inlays Thys Carstens 
 
Wed 15th February – Pens and Pepper mills – 
 Bert Parker, Ken Turner 
 
Wed15th March Collaboration evening 
 
Other Wednesday evenings will follow the normal 
“Open workshop” pattern. 
 
 

THE MARKET 
PLACE 
We run commercial 
adverts in our 
newsletter. If you 
wish to advertise, or 
know of a company 
or person who might 
like to advertise, 
please contact Hugh 
Scholtz or Ken 
Turner. Rates for an 
advert placed in the 
monthly newsletter, 
are R350 per annum. 
The adverts are 

rotated monthly to make it fair to all. 
 
Hydrowax 
Is still available from Eric at R50 per 5litre or R20 per 
2 litre at the clubhouse. 
 
For Sale 
Chris van der Merwe (8866323) of Stellenbosch has 
the following, in mint condition, for sale: 
1. Rockwell 4 speed wood lathe Model 46/111 
2. Femco electric motor 0.37 KW 
3. Steel stand (38mm square tubing) 
4. 4 tool rests: 100mm, 140mm, 300mm, 600mm. 
5. 2 tool rest bases 

6. 2 face plates: 75mm, 150mm. 
7. 1 screw center for headstock 
8. 8 Stormont Sheffield chisels 
9. 1 Sorby gouge 10mm 
10. 1 Footprint gouge 10mm 
11. 1 inside calliper 
12 1 Outside calliper 
13. 1 Book on woodturning by Bruce Boulter 
14. 1 Video on woodturning for beginners 
Price: R3000-00 o.n.o. 
 

 
 
For Sale 
An interesting note from a previous member I don’t 
recall meeting – Jill Cooke 
She wrote  
“I was a member of the Woodturners Association a few 
years ago and during that time collected a few pieces of 
timber suitable for turning - some squared off, some in 
branch or log form, about a black plastic bag full in 
volume. If anyone would like to collect them, I should 
be glad of the space.  
I also have a Kity "Woodster 3" planer-thicknesser 
(15cm blade) with mortise attachment for which I paid 
R3 500 in 1994. It has been used probably only half a 
dozen times and has been gathering lots of dust and a 
little bit if rust in my garage. The mortiser parts are still 
in their original sealed packets. Any offers? 
With thanks and kind regards, 
 Jill Cooke 
Tel: 674-2742 or 072-3814479” 
 
Good luck Jill. Let me know what success you have. 
 
For Sale 
Shopsmith Mark 5 combination woodworking 
machine, complete with standard single purpose tools 
and additional accessories. 
Available with workshop manuals an assortment of 
woodturning chisels and workshop aids. 
Asking price R 4 750.00 phone Leon de Beer 082 877 
9038. for an address and more details. I’m sure he’ll be 
happy to answer your questions. 
 


