
Page 1 of 5 

 
June 2005 

WCWA, Pinelands Hobbies Club, Nursery Way, Pinelands 
www.lando.co.za/dlaidler/wcwa.htm 

AWSA home page: www.awsa.org.za 
Central Ohio Woodturners (Sister club to WCWA): http://www.biosci.ohio-state.edu/~awolfe/COW/cow.html 

    
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
Hi to all 
 
Cape Town and its winter weather are with us and it is 
shivering cold in the workshop/garage/studio. This 
time of the year I prefer the warmth of the home, so 
production is on the low side.  
 
The past month was quite busy. It was the planning 
meeting, then entries for the Winter Show Case 
followed by the Hobby-X Exhibition. The Planning 
Meeting of the 25th May went off very well. Thanks to 
everyone present and the open debate; we all enjoyed 
it. The year’s programme is in its final stages though 
any last moment input is still welcome. As soon as it is 
finalised we will inform all members. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised to see not only the number 
of entries but also the number of members contributing 
to the June Show Case. The work was again of an 
excellent standard. Bert and his team again did a 
splendid job of the evaluation of the pieces. Looking 
forward to viewing all the pieces. Thanks to every one 
who was involved, and making it a huge success.  
 
The Rolly Munro tools were ordered and are ready to 
be shipped to Cape Town. Those of you who ordered a 
tool please deposit the money into our Club account or 
pay by cheque at the meeting. I would like to make the 
transfer on Thursday. Thanks for being so patient. 
  
Looking forward to see you all at the next meeting! 

 
Louis 

EDITORIAL  
It was most heartening last Wednesday evening at the 
hand-in of work for our Winter Showcase to see the 
number of items from both relative newcomers and 
some long-established members whose work I don’t 
recall seeing before. These were in addition to the work 
from our regular participants without whose talents 
WCWA would not be what it is today. Well done to all 
of you who entered. The standard was high with some 
really different pieces on and some excellent attention 
to detail. All who attend our winter showcase should be 
well pleased with what they see on display. As a 
committee, we really do our best to nurture the passion 
for turning that we share. Our twice-yearly showcase 
always seems like a state-of-the nation address and this 
month it looks like good news. 

 Ken 
 

 
COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 

Email addresses, home and cell numbers for the 
committee members are: 
 
Louis Van Niekerk (Chairman) 
 louisvn@iafrica.com; 913 1470, 082 885 0347 
 
Graeme Hill (Vice Chairman) 
graemehill@mweb.co.za; 794 1639, 083 252 4642 
 
Eric Thornton (Secretary and PR) 
notnorth@mweb.co.za 531 1559, 082 465 4237 
 
Hugh Scholtz (Treasurer) 
hascholtz@worldonline.co.za 913 0417, 082 895 0631 
 
Ken Turner (Editor)  
kturner@iafrica.com; 689 9251, 083 651 4993 
 
WORKSHOP MANAGERS’ CONTACT DETAILS 
Jimmy Stevenson jstevenson@zsd.co.za 
910 0444, 082 471 0600 
Mike Richards leerichards@wam.co.za  
552 5572, 073 660 1282 
Mike is a guy who (like Eric) wears two hats. Besides 
being one of our two workshop managers he’s also our 
Librarian. Thanks Mike. 
 
 
BANKING DETAILS - 
Western Cape Woodturners Association 
 Bank:  Peoples Bank 
 Savings Account Number: 2204012882 

Branch Code:  120405  
 
Important Note  
When making 
out a cheque, 
please make it 
payable to 
“Western Cape 
Woodturners 
Association” 
(And not just the 
initials 
“WCWA”) It 
costs the club 
money if it’s 
incorrect since 
the bank will no 
longer accept it. 



Page 2 of 5 

FUTURE EVENT PLANNING MEETING 
Thanks to all who attended the planning meeting last 
month. Your input has been noted and will be 
implemented  as far as possible. We should be in a 
position by our July issue to give a comprehensive 
outline of future happenings, following wider input 
from members who weren’t able to be present last 
month. 
 
 
HOBBY-X 2005. 
Once again this show was a resounding success. 
The WCWA is deeply indebted to Expo Trends, who 
organize HOBBY-X, and in particular Gloria Bastos 
the main director for inviting us year after year to 
participate in this event. Gloria, thanks for believing 
and trusting in us to deliver the goods and allowing us 
to promote woodturning. 
 
If my memory serves me right this was the 6th time we 
have taken part. The first four instances were at the 
Bellville Velodrome and the last two at the Cape Town 
International Conference Centre. Due to the popularity 
of our stand each year we have been given a larger 
area. We started with a small 3m x 3m stand and this 
year we occupied 7m x 5m. This gave us plenty of 
room to exhibit, sell and welcome the public into our 
stand and still have a large “workshop” allowing us to 
turn in real comfort. 
 
None of this would have been possible without the 
assistance of a great band of dedicated members who 
give up their time and put a lot of effort into making 
this a success. A few of the members who took part 
were in actual fact visitors to previous HOBBY-X 
events who were there and then converted to this noble 
art. 
 
It’s strange how the vibes of the stand makes one gain 
confidence in one’s actions. It’s not easy to pick up a 
chisel and start turning in public for the first time. I 
know because it happened to me some years back.  

Derek – demonstrating he’s a dab-hand at dibbers 
 
This time, a lathe was standing empty between shift 
changes. Derek Westley found a piece of oak, put it 
between centres on our Jet lathe and proceeded most 
confidently to turn a neatly finished off dibber. Well 
done Derek! The best accolade to him is that it did  

not last long on our charity sale table - someone 
snatched it up within minutes. The Club incidentally 
raised R700-00 over the four days. 
 
I would like to express my grateful thanks to all the 
volunteers who assisted with the 
exhibition/demonstration. 
 
Setting up and Transport: Bernard 
Demonstrations: Bernard, Dennis, Derek, Gert, Hugh, 
Jimmy, Ken, Lenette, Mike Bester, and Nico. 
Public Relations: Andre, Brian, Bernard, David 
Burch, Derek, Hugh, Gigi, James and Sven. 
Close down and Transport: Bernard, Gert, Hugh and 
James. 
 
Thanks also to the volunteers who due to unforeseen 
circumstances could not join us; Louis was down with 
flu, Dave Nathan had to cope with a medical 
emergency and Mike Richards whose father-in-law fell 
gravely ill. 
 
To wrap up, we 
have already 
been invited to 
participate again 
next year. I have 
been told that 
HOBBY-X will 
be at the same 
venue but in a 
larger hall. So, 
till next time, 
keep your 
chisels sharp. 
 

Cheers - Eric 
 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wed 15th June – Formal meeting to enjoy our Winter 
Showcase. Be part of it and enjoy seeing the best of our 
work from the last 6 months. 
 
Wed 22nd and Wed 29th June – Open workshop 
sessions 
 
Wed 6th July - Open workshop and committee meeting 
 
Wed 13th July - Open Workshop 
 
Wed 20th July - Formal meeting, raffle, instant gallery 
and demo by Bert Parker on SEGMENTED 
TURNING. Thanks Bert. We all look forward to 
understanding more about this demanding art form. 
 
Wed 27th July - Open Workshop 
 
August – details to follow  in due course 
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TRAINING SESSIONS 
 
Interesting what a draw card woodturning is. Recently 
the Waterfront Woodturners were invited to be part of 
a Waterfront Small Business Development stand at 
Decorex. I had visions of having to field all sorts of 
questions on “Return on Investment”, “Loan Options”, 
“Start-up Strategies”, “Tax Implications”, “Business 
Plans” and the like. Instead, from start to finish we had 
a steady stream of visitors asking about the wood, what 
we were turning, Denis’s lathe, our tools, the pieces on 
display and where we got the wood from. What a relief 
and what a pleasure to be able to answer those far more 
c intelligent questions! 
 
The other question that cropped up time and again was 
“How can I learn to turn wood?” My answer to this 
was naturally to promote membership of the WCWA. 
Without that association, I’d never have got off the 
ground with turning. Yet it’s sometimes hard to explain 
to new members just how to go about learning to turn 
once they have joined! Joining is not the beginning of a 
turnkey course where you pay your money up front and 
reach a clearly defined point some months down the 
track to find yourself “A Turner”.  
 
In the time that I’ve been a member of WCWA, there 
has only been one series of hands-on learning sessions 
that I can recall, generously given by Bert Parker. Yet 
we’ve got quite a number of new members whose work 
shows great progress at both the instant galleries and 
showcases. Others seem to be waiting for the bell to 
ring to signal the start of classes. What makes the 
difference? 
 
I’d like to promote the concept of the association being 
a “self-help resource centre”. All members have at their 
disposal not only up-and-running club lathes and tools 
but more importantly in some ways, a wide-ranging 

library.  
 
In our library 
cupboard you’ll 
find a wealth of 
magazines, many 
of them bound 
into volumes. In 
them you’ll find 
an enormous 
depth of articles 
covering 
everything from 
the most basic 
info to advanced 
techniques. 
There’s even a 
printed index to 

articles that makes it a little easier to find what you’re 
looking for.  
 
Besides the magazines, there’s a wide range of 
videotapes on techniques which are all well worth 
watching. Some of these are commercially produced; 
others were shot by Eric during visits of turners to our 
club and are a lot of fun as well as being a great 

reminder about what was covered. When I joined I kept 
hearing the name “Phil Irons”. I soon discovered I’d 
just missed his visit, but it was only some months later 
that I found I could “catch up” by watching the video 
of his sessions. How super. We have material from Reg 
Sherwin, Mick and Liz O’Donnell, Stuart King, Butch 
Smuts, and Rolly Munro as well as a fair number of 
our own club members’ club demos on videotape. 
 
All library material may be borrowed by members for 
enjoyment at home. Just check with our librarian Mike 
Richards how to sign for the item. Take care of it and 
don’t hog it if you’re not actively using it. Rather let 
others use it in the meantime and take it out again later. 
 
Besides the club’s own resources, don’t overlook the 
City Libraries, monthly turning magazines, bookshops 
(Hardware Centre have a wide range of specialist 
books and videos) and very importantly the Internet. 
There’s just SO much out there! 
 
While it would be great to have a regular Saturday 
morning session for beginners, (and this may well 
happen) there is every reason to get going in the 
meantime by doing as much as you can to find out 
answers to the things that you find difficult or 
intimidating. Woodturners are a friendly bunch, more 
willing than most to share ideas and give good advice, 
but it’s a whole lot easier to get answers when you 
know what questions to ask and where you’re trying to 
go. 
 
A quote I enjoy from a wise woodturner - 
  
“If you want to learn to turn, stand at a lathe”  
 
The understated wisdom of this becomes more evident 
to me the more time I spend there! 
 

Ken 
 
DONATION OF TOOLS FROM ANDI 
Our honorary member from Central Ohio Woodturners, 
Andi Wolfe, has very thoughtfully donated two HSS 
Crown cranked hollowing tools each with a different 
neck shape. After considering various options, your 
committee decided that to ask our resident auctioneer 
extraordinaire Izak Cronje should be asked to do the 
honours and sell these tools in aid of club funds at the 
Winter Showcase this Wed 15th. 

Thank you Andi; and thank you Izak. 
 
(Yet another good reason to “Be There!” that night.) 
 

WINTER WOOD 

Folks, it feels like winter, smells like winter and as sure 
as heck looks like winter. In the last few weeks, I was 
lucky enough to be able to harvest some more 
“Constantia Nek Blackwood” (Acacia melanoxylon, 
sub-species leftoverfromatankerfire.) Don’t kid 
yourselves, there’s a lot of work involved in cutting up 
fallen logs. Just ask Jane! Manhandling them into a 
vehicle, unloading again, coating them with Hydrowax, 
finding storage space, storing them appropriately and 
last but not least, monitoring their progress as they dry 
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out through the hot summer months all takes time and 
effort.  

 

Free wood is about as common as free lunch. 
Sometimes we’re lucky, sometimes not, but it’s all 
good (occasionally dirty) fun and if we get a sale or 
two from rescued wood, so much the better! I mention 
this as I feel we could do more as a club to share 
information, the workload and the harvest from our 
winter gales.  

 

In short, we need 
members to 
report on fallen 
trees, identify 
them, and 
ascertain whether 
we’d be able to 
gather the timber. 
We need to know 
who have 
chainsaws, (& 
what size) and or 
trailers, who’d be 

interested, how they could contribute and who would 
want to share in the labour as well as the spoils. First 
prize would be to have teams in different parts of the 
peninsula. Drop me a note for publication in next 
month’s “Turnings” and let us know how you feel,  
how you could contribute and whether you feel it’s 
worth trying to organise. 

 

My other suggestion is to stay in contact with any tree 
fellers in your area. In the last few months, I’ve been 
most grateful to receive yellowwood, black locust, 
paperbark thorn, pepper tree, wild olive, silky oak and 
tulip tree all through generous fellows in the tree 
business. 

One point – do make a point of giving your benefactor 
a completed finished signed and dated piece in return – 
letting them know that it won’t happen for a few 
months also helps our credibility! 

 

NEW MEMBERS AND SUBS 

We welcome new members Dave Nutter, Ronen, 
Shina, Wendel Dubuy, Sulayman Peck, Bernie 
Swanepoel and Peter Flanagan to the WCWA. 

 

We wish them a long and fruitful association with the 
club and with woodturning. 

 

We also thank the 18 or so members who have paid 
their membership dues for 2005/2006. Please, those 
who’ve not yet squared up, do so as soon as possible 
this month. It makes Hugh’s job a lot easier. 

 

 

THE MARKET PLACE 
We run commercial adverts in our newsletter. If you 
wish to advertise, or know of a company or person who 
might like to advertise, please contact Hugh Scholtz or 

Ken Turner. Rates for an advert placed in the monthly 
newsletter, are R350 per annum. The adverts are 
rotated monthly to make it fair to all. 

 

FOR SALE 
Record Power RPML 300 compact swivel head 
lathe  
Features: 400/1000/2000 RPM; 3/4-16 TPI with a No. 
1 Morse Taper headstock and a No. 1 Morse Taper 
tailstock; 250 watt motor; 300mm between centres; 
solid cast iron bed; 220mm swing.  
Accessories include: spur drive; live/revolving tailstock 
centre; hollow tailstock; and a good solid, 
“dismantleable” wooden bench. R2000  

Contact Dennis Laidler 082 365 2755 
 
The Record Power CL3 swivel head lathe. 
Features: 425/625/925/1360/2000 RPM; 3/4-16 TPI 
with a No. 1 Morse Taper headstock and a No. 1 Morse 
Taper tailstock; 550 watt motor; 1450mm bed-bars; 
300mm swing. Accessories include: spur drive; 
live/revolving tailstock centre; hollow tailstock, Record 
RP300 chuck set, two faceplates and sundry smaller 
accessories. R5500  

Contact Dennis Laidler 082 365 2755 
 
Fluorescent Light Unit 
Derek Westley has a unit that can take four 1.2 metre 
tubes. In working order. Tubes not included. Contact 
Derek at 021 70555965 if you’ve got R120 to spend 
on some better lighting.  
 
CONVERSION CHART 
In the workshop the other day, I referred to a chart, 
stuck inside a cupboard door. I was drilling a hole to fit 
a spigot for something or other and wanted a hole just a 
smidgen bigger than the 6.5mm bit I’d just put through 
– Easy – a 17/64 bit was apparently just right.  It was.  
 
It struck me that the chart I’d just referred to was one 
that I’d made soon after learning to find my way round 
spreadsheets, long before I started turning wood. 
You’ll find a copy of it on the last page and I hope 
you’ll find it useful. I find it invaluable to be able to 
see the sequence of drill bit sizes across both metric 
and imperial sizes, as well as having a ready reference 
for decimal 
sizes of 
imperial bits. 
Handy too 
when trying 
to fathom out 
the size of a 
bit with its 
engraved 
dimension 
unreadable. 
It’s not 
always that 
obvious 
whether it's 
imperial or 
metric! 
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Now we need some kind soul to integrate numbered bit 
sizes into the bigger picture. Darryl? 
 

 
 
TAILPIECE 
Who knows what  Cow Itch  is? 
 
“Best” answer (True or False, factual or facetious, 
serious or humorous) published in the next issue of 
“Turnings” will get a token prize of some glue sticks. 
There’s a clue somewhere in this newsletter…See what 
you can do folks. Closing date Friday 15th July, just in 
time for the next “Turnings”. 
 
In fact how about an extra bonus prize for the best 
original Cartoon??? 


