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January 2005 

WCWA, Pinelands Hobbies Club, Nursery Way, Pinelands 
www.lando.co.za/dlaidler/wcwa.htm 

AWSA home page: www.awsa.org.za 
Central Ohio Woodturners (Sister club to WCWA): http://www.biosci.ohio-state.edu/~awolfe/COW/cow.html 

    
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Hello to All 
We are all slowly getting back into our normal 
activities after the festive season. I sincerely wish that 
each and every one enjoyed a wonderful and blessed 
time with their families and loved ones and may 2005 
be a fruitful year for all of us, in particular, the Club 
and its activities. 
 
The Club is celebrating its tenth anniversary. It is an 
exceptional milestone in the history of the Club. Not 
many clubs can boast that they are ten years old and 
still going strong. The founder members must be proud 
and overwhelmed, celebrating the ten year mark! I 
want to use this opportunity to ask all members to 
share their past experiences at the club with us, 
highlights, landmarks reached in the past years, special 
friendships and others. Share a walk down memory 
lane with us. 
 
The committee went to a lot of effort to compile an 
interesting programme for our weekend of celebrations. 
We need every one’s support to make it a success as 
well as a memorable one. Thanks for the support and 
let us all try to be there. On Wednesday evening we 
will discuss the programme in detail. 
 
The ten year milestone has been reached, thanks to all 
who contributed to the success in the past. The 
question to be asked is: “What do we want to achieve 
in the next ten years?” What is your dream for the 
Club, share it with us and let us all work together like 
in the past to achieve that dream.  
 
 “You cannot be bigger than your dream”… 
 
Enjoy the many hours in front of the lathe! 

Louis 
 
EDITORIAL  
This month, I’m going to start by sharing an email 
from Maggie Wright –  
 
“Thank you for your newsletters, we at the Wealden 
Woodturners always enjoy them. Your Ten Year 
Celebration sounds great fun and I know Stuart King 
will be excellent entertainment and has so many 
diverse skills you will not be able to explore them all. 
A Very Happy, Healthy new year to you all. 
 
Maggie Wright and Wealden Woodturners, Kent, 
England.” 
 

That’s just a brief indication of what we have in store 
for us with Stuart King’s visit. If you’ve not yet done 
so, do look at his internet site. (www.stuartking.co.uk) 
and catch up with his interests, his background his 
skills and get an idea of what we can expect. Add to 
that our local demonstrators, Butch Smuts from 
Johannesburg and Dave Stephenson from Wilderness. 
What a line up! Don’t miss it. 

Ken 
 
THE WCWA TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 
 
Planning for this important event is coming on well -
thanks to those who have taken the task on their broad 
shoulders.  
 
To give you a brief idea of what is planned, Stuart and 
Joan King arrive in Cape Town on by air on Wed 26th 
Feb. Between then and Friday, we want to ensure that 
our guests see as much as is practical of the Western 
Cape. (We’ll be talking details about this on 
Wednesday 19th at the meeting.)  
 
By now, all members will hopefully have received the 
initial draft program, either by email or via snail-mail. 
To recap and expand - 
 
Friday evening, 28th Jan we hope members who’ve 
not yet had a chance to meet our guests will join us at 
the Royal Cape Yacht Club, for sundowners, courtesy 
of our Chairman, Louis. Venue and time to be 
confirmed at the meeting. 
 
That evening, our two local turners, Butch Smuts and 
Dave Stephenson also arrive in Cape Town. 

 
Saturday morning 29th Jan - 
At the Thornton Campus of the College of Cape Town. 
(Map and directions to follow) (R100 per head) 
 
Doors will probably be open from 8am and we need 
members to bring along some of their items to be put 
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on display. We hope to enjoy good publicity from this 
effort, so do help to show what our craft is all about. 
 
08h30 - Opening and official welcome - Louis van 
Niekerk 
09h00 - 10h30 Stuart King demo (Decorating and 
embellishing of turnings, Part I)  
10h30 - 11h00 Tea break 
11h00 - 12h30 Butch Smuts demo 
(Inlaid Turning)  
12h30 - 13h30 Buffet lunch 
(included in the cost of the day’s 
demonstration.) 
13h30 - 15h00 Dave Stephenson 
demo (Miniature Turning) 
15h00 - 15h30 Tea break 
15h30 – 17h00 Stuart King demo 
(Decorating and embellishing of 
turnings, Part II)  
 
18h00 - 19h30 Supper break (Spit 
Braai) for members and their partners 
who have booked (and paid) ahead of 
time. R75 per head. 
 
19h30 - ~ 21h00 Slide presentation by Butch Smuts on 
“Aspects of Woodturning in the USA” 
 
Sunday 30th Jan  
(Again at the Thornton Cape Town College campus) 
08h30 - 12h30 “In Depth” class by Stuart King – 
 (R150 per head.) Since our first draft, this session has 
undergone a couple of back flips. We’re now able to 
shamelessly benefit from the wisdom gained by 
woodturning clubs up-country. Instead of very few 
members being able to work on available lathes (as 

with Reg and Mick) we’re going to enjoy far more of 
an in-depth sharing of Stuart’s knowledge, experience 
and insight which is going to be accessible to far more 
members. More at the meeting!  
 
COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 

Email addresses, home and cell numbers for the 
committee members are: 
 
Louis Van Niekerk (Chairman) 
louisvn@iafrica.com; 913 1470, 082 885 
0347 
Graeme Hill (Vice Chairman) 
graemehill@mweb.co.za;  
794 1639, 083 252 4642 
Gert Ferreira (Secretary) 
gskc@mweb.co.za; 559 1409,  
083 2695 5835 
Bert Parker (Treasurer) 
nimbus@yebo.co.za;  
914 0927, 072 271 1637 
Ken Turner (Editor) kturner@iafrica.com; 
689 9251, 
083 651 4993 (Fax 689 9715) 

Nico Bantjes (Marketing & PR) nico@paragmed.co.za; 
913 0296, 084 610 0026 
 
 
WORKSHOP MANAGERS’ CONTACT DETAILS 
Hugh Scholtz hascholtz@worldonline.co.za 
913 0417, 082 895 0631 
Jimmy Stevenson jstevenson@zsd.co.za 
910 0444, 082 471 0600 
 
 
 

 

Our thanks once again to Dennis for pics and  
leading  last year’s “ Timber Trail” in Kirstenbosh. 
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Western Cape Woodturners Association 
 Bank:  Peoples Bank 
 Savings Account Number: 2204012882 

Branch Code:  120405  
 
 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Wed Jan 19th – Most important activity this evening 
will be the bookings and payments for the Ten Year 

Celebrations. 
 We envisage a brief Monthly meeting, raffle and 
Instant Gallery (Nico and Brian to provide comments) 
followed by a presentation and discussions on our 
planned Tenth Anniversary Celebrations. Please note 
that the previously published demonstration on Thread 
Chasing by Izak Cronje and Peter Nicolle has been 
postponed, probably to February. 
 
Wed Jan 26th – Workshop will be open for members 
for the normal chinwag and fourth Wednesday 
workshop session. 
  
Weekend Fri 28th-Sun30th January 2005  
Ten-Year Celebrations. See article above for details. 
 
Wed Feb 2nd – Open workshop and Committee 
Meeting. 
 
Wed Feb 9th – Open workshop for turning and for 
catching up on your social life. 
 
Wed Feb 16th – Official February Club meeting, 
Raffle in aid of PR costs and Instant Gallery. Demo by 
Izak Cronje and Peter on thread chasing t.b.c. 
 
Wed Feb 23rd – Open Workshop and perhaps a 
surprise visitor? 
 
Wed March 16th – Official March Club meeting. 
Demo on Segmented Bowls by Bert Parker t.b.c. 
 

Guest Fee:  

A guest fee of R25 per visit will apply to members who 
have failed to renew their membership, and to guests 
attending more than two club meetings. This is 
obviously not intended to put you off, but rather to 
encourage you to become (and remain) a paid up 
member. 

Congrats to Bert Parker  

On the interesting article published in December’s 
House and Garden about his experiences with famous 
gentlemen like Sir Herbert Baker and Frank Lloyd 
Wright that he came in contact with during his long 
and interesting love affair with wood. 
 
QUESTION (AND ANSWER) TIME 
A Question from Derek Westley in the last Newsletter: 
 
“Some time ago, I was given a wooden smoothing 
plane, 185 mm long. The sides are hollowed front 
and back and it is equipped with a 50 mm plane 
iron and a back iron, both held together by the 
usual short big-headed screw.  

 
Could anyone tell me the country of origin and 
anything about the makers, Atkin and Sons whose 
name and logo are stamped on the iron? The 
company logo is in the shape of a horseshoe and 
the words BENEFACTUM and AYS are within the 
horseshoe.” 

Derek Westley 
 

We had a most concise and interesting response to this 
from Brian Walford, Secretary of the Natal Midlands 
Woodworkers' Guild - 

Atkin & Son were toolmakers operating out of 
Birmingham in the UK. They commenced operation in 
1839 and ceased in 1966, outlasting many other much 
larger toolmakers operating in the UK in the 19th & 
20th Centuries. Atkin started making planes when they 
took over the firm William Moss that had been 
operating in Birmingham since 1775. Atkin & Son not 
only made bench planes but also made a whole range 
of other woodworking tools including saws, 
spokeshaves, screw boxes, moulding planes etc. 
assuming the smoothing plane (also known as a coffin 
plane because of its shape) is in good condition with a 
good length of plane iron, the value on the second hand 
market in the UK would be up to about £10. More 
information on Atkin & Son can be found in WL 
Goodman's book 'British -Planemakers from 1700'. 

Brian Walford 

Thank you Brian for a most interesting answer! 
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THE MARKET PLACE 
We run commercial adverts in our newsletter. If you 
wish to advertise, or know of a company or person who 
might like to advertise, please contact Bert Parker or 
Ken Turner. Rates for an advert placed in the monthly 
newsletter, are R350 per annum. The adverts are 
rotated monthly to make it fair to all. 

 

FOR SALE 
 
Bert still has a few DVD’s and VCR’s of Mick 
O’Donnell’s “Turning Green Wood” and “Tool 
Sharpening.”  
 
Record CL1 Swivel-head lathe.  
With 48" bed bars, 12" swing over bed, outboard 
turning arm attachment and tool rest. 
Driving dog 
Live tail centre 
Cup tail centre 
4:” face plate 
Drill chuck on taper 
Includes the following workshop-made accessories - 
Indexing plate assembly 
Sanding table 
Drilling pillar 
Several gizmos 
Extension bars 
 
Give Steve Bull a ring on 855 2565 with cash offers 
around the R4000 mark. 
 
Record Mini-Lathe 
The Record Power RPML 300 compact swivel head 
lathe. 
Features: 400/1000/2000 RPM; 3/4-16 TPI with a No. 
1 Morse Taper headstock and a No. 1 Morse Taper 
tailstock; 250 watt motor; 300mm between centres; 
solid cast iron bed; 220mm swing. Accessories include: 
spur drive; Live/revolving tailstock centre; hollow 
tailstock; and a good solid, “dismantleable” wooden 
bench. 
 
For more information see “A REVIEW: THE RPML 
300, A MINI-LATHE WITH MUSCLE” by Fred 

Holder at 
http://www.fholder.com/Woodturning/product1.htm  
 
With respect to the negative comments in Fred 
Holder’s review I have replaced all the Allen Key 
fixtures with knurled knobs for easier adjustments and 
you can ignore the comments on changing to the 
slowest speed as Record seem to have addressed the 
problem by the time they made my particular lathe. 
There are no problems changing the belt to any of the 
pulleys. 
 
Lathe plus bench and accessories R2500 
 
Contact Dennis Laidler – evenings 082 365 2755 or 
(021) 797 7755 
 
Contents of Workshop Sale 
We still have a wide selection of tools on offer from 
Herbert Meyersfeld. Give him a ring on (021) 438 
1858 if you’re interested in seeing any of the items.  

In true “New Year’s Sale Traditions”, he’s 
offering aprox one third off November’s 
advertised prices. See the list on the last 
page of this newsletter. Step right up (or 
even better, ride up in his funicular. It’s 
worth the trip!) 
 
 
 
 
 

Graeme and René with Bert on the trail
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JOIN 
HTTP://GROUPS.YAHOO.COM/GROUP/SAWO
ODTURNING/ 
 
I would like to let you all know, or remind those who 
already know, that there is a Yahoo interest group 
called SAwoodturning. 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SAwoodturning/) 
 
The group was created by Grant Marshal on 4 May 
2002.  He is the moderator of the group.  At present 
there are 49 Members.  Apparently the most verbally 
challenged/constipated group of turners (editor 
excluded) on the planet.  I’m not aware of any internet 
interest group that is so inactive. 
 
What concerns me is that I have much more interaction 
with overseas turners than SA turners.  This short 
message is to encourage all those of you in the Western 
Cape (and anywhere else in SA for that matter) to join 
and use the SAwoodturner’s Yahoo group for regular 
communication. 
 
Go to http://groups.yahoo.com and search for and join 
the group SAwoodturning and lets get communicating. 
 
You all have information to share with other proudly 
South African woodturners and questions to ask I’m 
sure.  You can also upload pictures of your latest pieces 
to share with all of us.  If a few of us start using the site 
it will soon become the place for SA woodturners to be 
in touch.  It just requires a bit of effort to get the ball 
rolling. 
 
Regards 
Bowl2Bowl (aka Dennis Laidler) 
Dennis.Laider@lando.co.za 
 
Thanks for that note Dennis.  
 
Please folks, do share interesting internet sites with us. 
There really are so many out there. 
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Power Tools  
Reduced 
Price 

Elu Router, 1/4 inch shaft plus table with 6 TC bits 200 

Elu Bench Grinder / Linisher 130 

Elu Portable Circular Saw 175mm Diam 130 

Elu Hand Planer 75mm plus bench clamp 160 

Elu TGS Sawbench & Mitre saw, floor standing 550 

Taiwanese Bandsaw (wood cutting) 14 inch 140 mm depth of cut 400 

Metabo SB620S Drill - two speed plus impact / 13 mm chuck 200 

Metabo 310 watt "entry level" drill  35 

Bosch Orbital sander 1/2 sheet PSS280 100 

   

Power Tool accessories   

Zyliss lathe "Lathe" attachment for electric drill 65 

Bosch Drill stand for Metabo or similar drill 130 

Diamic (Henry Taylor) Set of 6 carbon steel turning tools 130 

AEG Jigsaw attachment for electric drill 35 

Bosch Polishing discs for drill 10 

Trubor drill bits Set in metal case, small sizes missing, 4.5 - 12.5 there 35 

Dovetail Jig  35 

Mortise attachment for drill  With two bits and cutters 100 

   

Hand tools and related   

Metal trommel  20 

Stanley Hand plane, #5 230 

Vice Top of bench mounting 125 max opening, 100 mm wide 65 

Clamps 330 mm G clamp x 2 100 pair 

Clamps Mitco 200 mm G clamp x 2 100 pair 

Clamps adjustable type 275 mm x 2 130 pair 

Clamps adjustable type 400 mm x 2 160 pair 

Clamp bar type 1000 mm x 2 250 pair 

Clamp bar type 850 mm x 2 160 pair 

Clamp bar type 650 mm x 1 50 

Clamp bar type 450 mm x 1 40 
Frame clamp (80x80 - 
420x600mm)  65 

Hammers  15 each 

Files  5 each 

Screwdrivers  5 each 

Pliers  5 each 

Hand saws  10 each 

Small Yankee screwdriver  30 each 

4 chisels  10 each 

Set square  10 

Metal toolbox, 3 layer  40 

   

Comments   

Few of the items have seen that much use, but having lived in Clifton for the last few years rust has 
taken its toll 

While Elu are no longer available new, parts and servicing are still available from PTR and others 
 

Phone Herbert Meyersfeld, 438 1858 for directions 


