PAGE  


[image: image1.png]=%

S TUIRINING@GS





February 2002

WCWA, Pinelands Hobbies Club, Nursery Way, Pinelands

http://www.angelfire.com/ct/wcwa/index.html
Next meeting

Our next formal meeting for 2002 will be on 20th February 2002, Pinelands Hobbies Club, 19:00 sharp, as usual.

To aid novices and experienced turners alike, Bert Parker will discuss different types of abrasives and their application to turning, and finishing work.

Editorial

How often have you not heard or muttered yhe phrase “that’s an accident waiting to happen”?  This month we again look at safety in turning, with a welcome contribution from Peter Nicolle, whokindly forwarded an article which appeared in one of the early editions of Turnings.

Many thanks to Ed Brymer and Peter Nicolle for their contributions to this newsletter – I really appreciate every input from members.  There are still some outstanding unfulfilled promises – so those of you who have indicated you would help me with material – for the newsletter I will be calling on you soon…  How about some thoughts from our newer members – what attracted you to learn more about turning?

This year got off to a good start, with well-attended “working” Wednesdays, and a good turnout of members to the “formal” meeting, for “Rescue 911”.  Some interesting ideas emerged, and I look forward to seeing some artistic creations on the Showcase, that might otherwise have ended on the braai fire.

So long,
Gigi 

from the CHAIR

Hello everyone.

It's hard to believe that the month of February is almost ¾ gone.

JANUARY MEETING

Our topic "Rescue 911, or how to salvage an item gone wrong " seems, from all accounts, to have been enjoyed by all and sundry. 

Once again we had the pleasure to entertain an upcountry visitor (although he is a member of our Association) –Beyers Cronje.  He was steamrolled at the beginning of our last meeting into officiating at our monthly instant gallery critique and as these events unfolded, he unwittingly remained on the rostrum for the rest of the proceedings.

Beyers gave a good account if himself and was very ably assisted by his father Izak whose unique sense of humour and rifle sharp repartee is always something to look forward to.

Izak's and Beyers' ideas and advice were well received, and I am sure for those who brought along pieces as "what went wrong", will now look at some mishaps as hidden talents.

Thank you both for making the evening such an interesting one.

One item that did need some rescuing not for being a mishap but from possible damage from the members themselves was Bert Parker's segmented bowl.

No one could resist the temptation to first of all admire, then pick up and caress and inspect, this masterpiece of woodwork and turning.

To find words to describe it are very few and far between all I can think of is awe with a stunned and breathtaking silence.

Congratulations Bert !!

WEDNESDAY WORKSHOPS

As mentioned previously our Wednesday workshops are becoming more and more popular, which is great news.  Every week seems to attract more members.

First of all I would like to thank both Lenette and Brian George for being there on every workshop night.  Their help has been invaluable but they cannot have their eyes on all the lathes at once. 

I have sadly received comments that certain dangerous practices have been observed. (i.e. a roughing out gouge used to work on the inside of a bowl or a skew ).

As safety is primordial not only for the turner himself but also for those around the lathe or in the workshop, certain changes will be adopted with immediate effect.

A minimum of 3 experienced turners will be on hand at all times on workshop nights.  Their duties will be to act as stewards, check on safety first and then help or guide members requiring assistance.  It will be their duty to warn individuals about unsafe practices and if the member persists in using this practice it will be the duty of the steward to preclude such member from using equipment in the workshop

Whilst the committee will be approaching members to act as stewards, volunteers for duty can give theirs names to any one of the committee.

Duties will be on a rotation basis and it is anticipated that one would only be called upon once a month.

2002 SEMINAR -- DURBAN.

For the last couple of years the AWSA has been very fortunate that Heritage day fell on a Monday in September.  This year it is on a Tuesday and next year on a Wednesday.

Unfortunately all the schools, private and government, and the Technikons are all treating Monday as a normal working day and not a special school holiday.  The reason for this is that the Government schools close for the holidays on the Friday and some of the private schools, including the one which has been identified for holding the seminar, ignore public holidays if they cause too much disruption to school activities and simply add these days to the holidays.

Furthermore, to try and find accommodation in Durban over school holidays is not going to be easy.  This leaves the long weekend during August as our only possibility; the dates being Friday 9th of August to Sunday 11th of August.

It is not going to be easy for the seminar committee to organise this event with very little setting up time, only one night, then breakdown same scenario, as premises will be used until Thursday afternoon and will be required again first thing Monday morning. 

Adapting a famous Henry Ford dictum:

We have the choice of any weekend during the year provided it falls between the 9th and 11th of August.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Once again the Model Engineers’ Show at Rondebosch on April 26th & 27th.

Bellville library.  We have been invited to exhibit again in October/November the dates are to be confirmed.

That's all for now folks.  If I have forgotten anything there still is next month…

Till the 20th,

Cheers,

Eric 
from the members

SAFETY ASPECTS OF WOOD TURNING

As long as memory itself, man has had daily contact with wood and always regarded it as innocuous.  Nowadays, however, this is known to be not completely true.  Wood dust can prove hazardous, as many varieties of wood, particularly tropical varieties; can be potentially poisonous or biologically hazardous.  It is easy enough to ignore the hazards of dust by saying "It won't happen to me" or "I don't do enough wood turning to have a problem".

But your health can be put at risk by breathing in wood dust.

You may think this is only important in the woodworking industry where continuous exposure occurs.  There is evidence recently that schoolchildren have shown effects such as sneezing, wheezing and runny nose, and these are only the short‑term effects.  Also Mick O'Donnell of Craft Supplies almost had to give up wood turning due to asthma problems after only part‑time turning for seven years.  The effects can be due to various substances in the wood ‑ free silica ‑ chlorophenols ‑ toxic substances.

SYMPTOMS THAT CAN OCCUR

1) Primary Irritating Effects

(a) Skin itching and rash and allergic eczema, especially when working green wood.

(b) Eye irritation (conjunctivitis) with inflammation, tearing and occasionally disorders of vision.

(c) Irritation of upper airways with coughing, hoarseness and wheezing.

2) Allergic Conditions

(a) Nasal allergy with hayfever‑like symptoms, sneezing and runny‑nose.

(b) Asthma ‑ wheezing and shortness of breath.

(c) Skin disorders ‑ eczema, wheals and itching.

3) Cancer Promotion

Wood dust has proved to be carcinogenic, and increased incidence of various cancers have been shown eg. :

(a) Nasal passage and sinus cancer ‑

Several members of an Indian family business in Durban have developed cancer of the nasal sinuses ‑ they work mainly with Tambotie.

(b) Lymph‑gland cancers. (Hodgkin's disease).

(c) Various soft tissue cancers due to chlorophenols.

(d) Lung cancer and bladder cancer.

4) Lung Disorders

These are not so common and may be acute attacks such as shortness of breath, high fever and aching pains;

or more chronic conditions with irreversible lung damage.

5) Miscellaneous Symptoms

Nose bleeding, nausea, vomiting, listlessness, headache, weakness and dizziness.

These are often associated with toxic substances in woods ‑ Tambotie is well known to be toxic.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES

A variety of measures can be used to lessen the health risks :

1) Dust Removal By Suitable Exhaust Ventilation:

(a) A simple fan in the wall or window can be very effective and can be better if a length of ducting is positioned close to the work

(b) A dust extractor is the best solution, but more costly.  It must be easy and convenient to use otherwise you probably won't bother.

A portable one can be a nuisance with cables and tubing getting in the way.

A permanently located one with ducting plumbed in is better.

The on‑off switch must also be easily accessible eg. a cord pull switch can be used.

Locating the dust extractor outside the workshop also reduces noise level.

2) Personal Respiratory Protection :

(a) Small face masks are okay for occasional turning, but you should think seriously about something more effective.

Many dry woods create dust even before sanding.

(b) A helmet with visor gives double protection ‑ eye protection and air filtration.

Several types are available in the U.K. and are easily imported, but rather expensive.

Although your health and many happy years of turning are worth the expense.

‑ Racal Dustmaster DM4 is a helmet, with visor and tubing, going to the battery, motor, fan and filter which are worn on your belt.

 ‑ Racal Airlite and Record Turbovisor have a small motor, fan and rechargeable battery built into the helmet.

I have used a Racal Airlite for a few years and found it very comfortable, light and effective.

It gives about 4 hours use before battery recharging.

It is an effective eye protection for people wearing glasses and easier than a mask if you have a beard!.    

3) General Measures.

Suitable working clothes are important.

Barrier creams or surgical rubber gloves can be used to minimize skin sensitization.

GENERAL SAFETY MEASURES IN WOOD TURNING

1) Clothing

Appropriate clothing should be worn.

Long, loose‑fitting sleeves should be avoided and I'm sure no present‑day South African would contemplate woodturning with a tie on!

2) Eye Protection

Goggles or visor protection is essential to prevent splinters, woodchips or the workpiece itself striking you in the eyes or face.

Also wood dust irritation is avoided.

3) Ear Protection

Most lathes are reasonably quiet, but prolonged exposure to noise, especially low frequency sound can cause irreversible inner ear damage and deafness.

Soft compressible earplugs or industrial‑type ear muffs are a big help in reducing noise, and one also can't hear the telephone!

4) Tools

Just as safety must be easy to use or you won't use it, turning tools and other items need to be close at hand.

Turning tools need to be nearby and easy to select when turning.

A tool shelf under the lathe works well.

Otherwise a trolley on castors or a hinged pull‑out shelf is useful for positioning your chisels where you want them.

It is obviously important not to stretch over a spinning workpiece!

Other items like dividers, calipers and rulers can be stored on hooks close by the lathe.  

5) Surface Finishing

The solvents used in various varnishes and lacquers can be toxic.

Examples are methyl alcohol, toluene, xylene, acetone, turpentine oil and white spirit.

They may be toxic and explosive as most are flammable.

Epoxy resins and cyano‑acrylates ("superglue") can cause skin reactions besides sticking easily to the skin.

Toluene (the solvent used in "Craftlac Melamine") for example, is dangerously flammable.

It is more toxic than benzene and can cause dizziness and vertigo and intense headache.

Chronic exposure can cause irritation of nasal passages, headache, light headedness, nausea and, worst of all: intolerance to alcohol!

So all lacquers and varnishes should only be used in well ventilated areas, preferably with exhaust ventilation.

6) General Precautions

(a) Extension leads and electrical cords can trip one up ‑ it is better to have a plug and switch near to the lathe.

(b) Adequate lighting is necessary.

(c) Make sure any wood mounted in the lathe clears the toolrest : rotate by hand first.

Start at a slow speed

Make sure wood is held securely between drive centres and tailstock locked.

Wood held in a chuck must be securely held with chuck jaws locked tight, glue cured etc.

(d) Last of all ‑ in view of the flammable nature of wood ‑ especially dust and shavings and flammable solvents ‑

‑ a fire extinguisher nearby is a good idea.

Table of some common woods which can be hazardous (usually causing skin irritation, nasal allergy and eye irritation).

	Afromosia
	Lignum vitae

	Beech
	Mahogany

	Blackwood
	Oak

	Boxwood
	Panga‑Panga

	Camphorwood
	Partridgewood

	Cedar
	Pau‑marfim

	Chamfute
	Pine

	Chestnut 
	Plane

	Ebony
	Poplar

	Elm
	Rosewood

	Eucalyptus species
	Sapele

	Iroko
	Stinkwood

	Jacaranda
	Tambotie


References:

1. International Labour Organization Encyclopaedia.

2. Ray Key ‑ Practical Woodworking, May 1994.

3. Mick O'Donnell ‑ Practical Woodworking, September, 1992.

Footnote :

A recent case report by Linegar et al. in the SAMJ March 2001, reported a near fatal asphyxiation in sawdust.  A healthy 20 year old fell into a sawdust storage bin at a sawmill.  He was saved through prompt resuscitation and 80 g. of shavings and sawdust was removed from his bronchi.

In discussion it is mentioned : Wood dust is known to be associated with severe respiratory diseases.  Allergic alveolitis occurs in 5 ‑ 10% of sawmill workers, and is believed to be due to the combined effects of inhalation of fungal spores and dust particles.

Peter Nicolle

January 2002

SHOWCASE JUDGING

We should have two judges only.  One, a senior member of the Club, to judge workmanship, finish, difficulty and form.

The second judge should be an informed outsider, such as an art teacher.  

Work should be judged on a ten-point scale, with weighting for Beginners and Intermediate should be added.

The reason for this is mainly to get an informed opinion of our work.  He more outside opinion we can get, the better.  This will always give us new direction.

Judges are not there to please people.  They are there to give direction, even if we do not always agree with them.

With always getting a different outside judge, we should be able to keep up with the times in the art world.

After Crafters, we are artists.

Edgar Brymer

CREATIVITY CHALLENGE

On the 20th February Ed Brymer will be handing out parcels of wood to all members who would like to take part.  The idea of the exercise is to make some “object” with the wood.  This can take any form.  All work does not have to be done on the lathe, but we are a woodturning club, afterall.  What we hope to see is how far you can stretch your imagination.  The work will not be judged on the best finish or best turned work, but on your ideas.

The return date is 17th April 2002, which is also the AGM night.  This means you have two months to  think up an idea and to do the work.  When the work is returned on the 17th, it will be given a number.  To get a number you have to be there and hand your work in.

Two of us will discuss all the pieces – from  my point of view, for its artistic value and another person from the technical viewpoint.  

Your number will be put in a hat and a draw will take place.  The winner will receive a gift voucher from Discount Tool Centre for R150.  How is that, wood from Franco Wood Works, and a drawn prize from Discount Tool Centre.

So you don’t have to worry about competitions with Grand Masters if you are a Beginner.  We all stand an equal chance in the draw, so PLEASE take part.

Edgar Brymer

from the web

The following excerpt on safety can be found on:

http://www.woodturner.org/resource/safety.cfm
The American Association of Woodturners Lathe Safety Guidelines:

1. Safe, effective use of a wood lathe requires study and knowledge of procedures for using this tool. Read and thoroughly understand the label warnings on the lathe and in the owner's/operator's manual. 

2. Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that include side protectors and a full face shield when needed. Wood dust can be harmful to your respiratory system. Use a dust mask or helmet and proper ventilation (dust collection system) in dusty work conditions. Wear hearing protection during extended periods of operation. 

3. Tie back long hair, do not wear gloves, loose clothing, jewellery or any dangling objects that may catch in rotating parts or accessories. 

4. Check the owner/operator's manual for proper speed recommendations. Use slower speeds for larger diameter or rough pieces and increased speed for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the machine to check the reason. 

5. Make certain that the belt guard or cover is in place. Check that all clamping devices (locks), such as on the tailstock and toolrest are tight. 

6. Rotate your workpiece by hand to make sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning the lathe "on". Be sure that the workpiece turns freely and is firmly mounted. It is always safest to turn the lathe "off" before adjusting the tool rest. 

7. Exercise caution when using stock with cracks, splits, checks, bark, knots, irregular shapes or protuberances. 

8. Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest and hold the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. Always use a slower speed when starting until the workpiece is balanced. This helps avoid the possibility of an unbalanced piece jumping out of the lathe and striking the operator. 

9. When running a lathe in reverse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely tightened on the lathe spindle. 

10. Know your capabilities and limits. An experienced woodturner may be capable of techniques and procedures not recommended for beginning turners. 

11. When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is solidly mounted. When turning between centers, be certain the workpiece is secure. 

12. Always remove the toolrest before sanding or polishing operations. 

13. Don't overreach, keep proper footing and balance at all times. 

14. Keep lathe in good repair. Check for damaged parts, alignment, binding of moving parts and other conditions that may affect its operation. 

15. Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer performance. Don't force a dull tool. Don't use a tool for a purpose not intended. Keep tools out of reach of children. 

16. Consider your work environment. Don't use lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in presence of flammable liquids or gases. Keep work area well lit. 

17. Stay alert. Watch what you are doing, use common sense. Don't operate tool when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

18. Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension cords. 

19. Remove chuck keys and adjusting wrenches. Form a habit of checking for these before switching on the lathe. 

20. Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don't leave the lathe until it comes to a complete stop. 

REMINDERS

The committee members for 2001 / 2002 are:

Eric Thornton
Chairman
531 1559(h)
Graeme Hill
Secretary
794 1639(h)
Bert Parker
Treasurer
914 0927 (h)
Alan Jackson
Library
558 1296(h)
Gert Ferreira

559 1409(h)

Gigi Laidler
Newsletter
797 7755(h)
Email contacts for committee members are:

Eric Thornton
notnorth@mweb.co.za

Graeme Hill
mwgahrbh@mweb.co.za

Bert Parker
nimbus@yebo.co.za

Gert Ferreira
gskc@mweb.co.za

Alan Jackson
alanj@global.co.za

Gigi Laidler
laidler@nbict.nbi.ac.za

Please could all members who have access to email (and MS Office) let us know, in order for us to send you the electronic version of the newsletter, which allows you to see it and print it out (if you have a colour printer) in glorious Technicolor.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Many thanks to all members who have renewed their membership, welcome to all our new members.

Part of the membership fee will be dedicated towards active promotion of the WCWA and stimulating public awareness of the art of woodturning, by means of making photographic displays of members’ work to be used at demonstrations, etc.  

Annual Subs are as follows:

Ordinary member:

WCWA
R80.00

Hobbies Club
40.00

Total
R120.00

Family member:

(Same surname – living under same roof)

WCWA
R45.00

Hobbies Club
R30.00

Total
R75.00
Country member:

(No Hobbies Club fee)

WCWA
R80.00
Guest Fee:

A guest fee of R10 per visit will apply to members who have failed to renew their membership, and guests attending more than two club meetings.

Note: AWSA membership (R35) should be paid together with WCWA subs.  The National Body prefers to have clubs pay for their members as a group payment, rather than individuals paying directly to the AWSA.  Bert Parker will remit all AWSA memberships to the National Body.

NAME TAGS

Bert Parker has printed the new name badges for the current year.  Members are encouraged to wear their name tags when attending meetings, as this helps new members, and old, get to know each other by name.  Committee members can be identified by the printing on their name badges being red rather than black.

If members lose their nametags, a new one will be issued at a cost of R5 towards the card-holder.

FORTHCOMING programme

20th February 2002

Bert Parker will inform us about abrasives.

27th February

Colin Merry from Port Elizabeth will demonstrate “jigs ‘n things”, with special reference to miniature turning.

20th March 

Johan Labuschagne will share his experience in turning large bowls.

17th April 2002

The AGM of WCWA.

15th May 2002

Video on carving on turnings.

19th June 2002

June Showcase and Social.

Monthly programme for meetings:

1st Wednesday 
 is an informal affair where members are welcome to use the Association’s equipment, receive guidance from experienced members and generally discuss matters turning.  (Also the committee meeting)

2nd Wednesday 
 is specifically targeted at assisting beginners.

3rd Wednesday 
 is the regular formal meeting, comprising discussion of Association matters, as well as demonstrations, videos and in June and November, the biannual showcases.

4th / 5th Wednesday 
 same as 1st Wednesday.

NB
Remember to bring your own chisels and other accessories for the “working” Wednesdays.

The market place

We have been running a couple of commercial adverts in our newsletter.  If you wish to advertise, or know of a company or person who wishes to advertise, please contact Bert Parker.  Rates for an advert placed in the newsletter monthly, are R350 per annum.

Items for “the Market Place” are a free service, however the editor would appreciate feedback when items have been sold.

FACE MASK RESPIRATOR

New TREND face mask and respirator, including spare battery.

Cost R2 000.  Contact Jon Hide (021) 671 8711

RECORD LATHE

A Record CL1 36 X 15 Lathe, Swivel Head, Live Centre, Record Chuck, Long Hole Boring kit, and 6 Marple Turing Tools.

Total Price:
R4 200.00

 (Lathe and tools inspected by Tom Allan)
FOR SALE:  SNEEZEWOOD

Sneezewood fence poles, various lengths and diameters, very weathered, as they have been in use for 120 years.

Contact:  Abre Marais:  (021) 872 4536 (Office) or (021) 872 2742 (Home).

PHIL IRONS BOOK

There are now a very limited number of copies of Phil Irons’ book, Woodturning.  Two  Books in One available at a special WCWA club price of R180 for WCWA members.  Please contact Eric if you would like a copy of this most useful addition to your personal library.

THE SA WOODWORKER

A special price of R128 for a one-year subscription to SA Woodworker has been negotiated for club members.  Copies of the magazine purchased at this concession price can only be collected at the club, and will not be posted.  Please contact Eric for your subscription form and for further details.  From January this year, the subscription rate will be calculated for the annual rate from January to December, and adjusted pro rata if paid for any other period.

SECOND-HAND TABLE

Please remember to bring along old tools to the “formal” meeting”.  This offers the newer members an opportunity of acquiring affordable tools, while you have some extra cash for that next bowl gouge you are hankering after, that somehow did not appear in your Christmas stocking.

WCWA CLUB T-SHIRTS

We are happy to announce that new T-shirts are available –  smart royal blue golf shirts, bearing the club name.

R45 for sizes small to large, and R50 for XXL.

Contact Graeme Hill

SUPERGLUE

Glue available from Bert Parker.

MASKS

The committee has a supply of masks available from Bert Parker.

TURNING JACKETS

Fred Goodman has a contact who will make your turning jacket for you if you supply 2m of the material of your choice, at a cost of R40.  Please contact Fred for further details at:  (021) 708 3371

WOODEN TEAPOT CHALLENGE

At a recent Craft Market I was approached about an interesting challenge.

Someone who is a collector of teapots, would very much like a wooden teapot.  Are any of our members up to that challenge?  Please contact the editor for further details.

HYDROWAX

As a result of popular demand, the committee has reconsidered the bulk purchase of hydrowax, and decided to obtain a drum, which will be made available to members at a price of R35 per 5l, with members providing their own containers.  A R5 deposit will be levied for members who do not supply their own container.

Due to the large capital outlay, the drum will only be bought if at least half the drum is prepaid by members committing to purchase a 5l container of Hydrowax.  At the last meeting there was a good show of hands by members willing to buy a container of Hydrowax.  We therefore now require 20 purchases of Hydrowax in order to warrant the purchase of a drum.  Please indicate your commitment to Bert by the next meeting.

Please let the Editor know if you have anything for sale or to swap, and also how long you wish this to be placed in the newsletter, as a free service to members.

Please let me have Smalls in writing (fax, email, or scribbled note) – that way I’ll get the facts right and will be less likely to forget, than when I get a phonecall in the supermarket, or when I’m in the middle of making supper.

TAILPIECE

The privilege of being the Editor – you get to have two says… 

An offhand contribution from Dennis…

We went walking this  evening, and we saw a little snakey…  at first I thought it was a piece of wood, but then it moved, and it hissed…

This was in fact a beautiful little berg adder, on the contour path above Kirstenbosch – but it goes to show how strong an influence turning is in our lives, where everything is viewed in terms of turnability – every promising piece of wood is viewed and left behind, with a feeling of nostalgia for what might have been, given time, opportunity and …

When Dennis and I do our regular evening walks in the forests at Kristenbosch, we cannot but help compare the drought of the last few years, and the constant threat of fires, with the much more moderate weather this of year.  This summer has been an unusual one, with an amazing amount of rain for this time of year, and Table Mountain is really beautiful, with water still flowing in streams that were bone dry a year ago.  (If readers are interested, we will take you on a walk in the forest at Kirstenbosch, and introduce you to some of the trees that we normally only know as logs of wood in the workshop)

Walking in this tranquil forest, which is a mere relic of its former extent, really brings home the vulnerability of our environment to exploitation.  It is always heartening to think that on the whole, turners make use of wood that is obtained in an environmentally sound manner – a branch that has broken off, or been pruned.  It is not necessary to chop down a whole tree to get enough wood for turning – and very often the timber turners use, is from the result of natural processes.  Next time you purchase a piece of exotic timber, give a thought to its origin – does it come from a sustainable logging operation, or is it from the ruthless destruction of a forest, with only short term benefits to a small community, who will ultimately be impoverished by the loss of the forest environment.

Cheers, and happy turnings till we meet again,

Gigi
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