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November 2000

WCWA, Pinelands Hobbies Club, Nursery Way, Pinelands

http://www.angelfire.com/ct/wcwa/index.html

Next meeting

The next meeting will be Wednesday 15th November, 19:00 sharp, at the Hobbies Club, Pinelands, as usual.  Members who are submitting turnings for the Showcase can deliver their pieces between 18:00 and 18:55, in order for assessment to commence punctually at 19:00.  A reminder to members who have joined the club recently, or who have not entered the Showcase before, that there is a R5 entry fee per item entered (This covers costs for certificates and contributes to fundraising for the club).

The evening will be rounded off with the year-end 'bring and braai', so please remember to bring your meat, extra comestibles, eating utensils, and a piece of wood for the fire (braai wood, not "designer firewood" from the workshop!).
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Darryl Bailey, Ed Brymer, Mike Bester and Wearne Draper getting on with serious business after last year's November Showcase

Editorial

Greetings turners!

It is really encouraging to see what our 'newer' turners are producing.  Judging by the recent 'instant gallery' there is a lot of up-and-coming talent in the club.

Our Exhibitions committee reports that both the Bellville Library Art Gallery exhibition and the demonstration at Hobby-X were a great success in generating awareness of the Club, though as yet, financial spin-offs have been disappointing.  There are also prospects of more exhibitions, with one on the cards at a gallery in Muizenberg in January/February next year, and possibly another at Groot Constantia around March/April of next year.  The latter will be a combined crafts fair, with several other hobbies groups also exhibiting.

It has been suggested that the Club produce another   T-shirt (of better quality), which can then also be worn by members to promote the club, when demonstrating at exhibitions and other events.  The committee would welcome input from members who have contacts in the 'rag trade' who could offer advice on this matter.  Maybe even to find sponsors….

Thank you again, to members who have contributed to the newsletter.

So long,
Gigi 

FROM THE CHAIR.

Hello once again.

What I had hoped would be a quiet month after the September rush started that way, and gave me time to reflect and assess what the association and its members had achieved, passed on, and gained during that month.  The feedback from the exposure given to turning in our area was heartening.  This was in the form of a few applications for membership and newspaper and magazine articles.

Whilst all this was slowly being sifted through my mind it, came to me that the November showcase was around the corner and that I had nothing to put on display.  So that evening I laid my hands on a piece of dusty and weather worn old plank, stuck it on a lathe and got to work.  I was near to finishing a good looking thin platter (according to my standards) in American Red Cherry, when it developed a mind of it's own it came off the lathe and after a short flight crashed to the ground to become the latest addition to a long list of UFO's.

That evening, feeling rather forlorn I decided to check my e-mail only to learn that an urgent request from Expo Trends was made to the Association, asking if we could possibly hold an exhibition and demonstration at the Hobby-X Exhibition at the Bellville Velodrome on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of November.  "It is now Friday the 20th of October 11.30 PM.  Please reply by the end of the week-end!"

After frantic phone calls on Saturday morning I managed to get a tiny nucleus of people who were able to assist and decided to run with it.

I could only view and discuss the size of our stand on the 31st of November.  Not much time to finally organise trestles, turned articles, demonstrators and timber for the demo's.

With the help from M & A Timbers in Stickland, who lent us a nice natural edge and varnished yellowwood plank about 2.4 meters by 50 cm and our two trestle tables we put about 100 pieces on show and our teams of turners kept the public occupied non stop, from 9.00AM to 6.00PM for those three days.

The interest and response to this show was unbelievable.  Some people expressed the feeling that our stand was one of the best if not the best on show.

During that time we handed out about 200 membership applications and 750 leaflets.

I have personally received well on a dozen phone calls in the last three days asking for advice on lathes, club meetings turning lessons etc.  Let's hope the impact of this show continues.

Believe me if I say woodturning spreads quickly.

We were given a stand 6m.x 4m. (24sq.m.) and by the end of the show with the help of unwitting visitors we had spread throughout the whole Expo floor.  Wood shavings had been carried to virtually every carpet tile in the exhibition hall.

Thanks to all the members who helped at a moment's notice with this show.  It was hard work but it was well worth while and we all enjoyed it.
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Talking of our monthly critique….  the October one was again very successful not only in the number and quality of items presented, but especially encouraging, was the increased number of turners who had items on show particularly the new members.  Well done to all of you and please keep it up.

Izak, thanks for assisting me with the critique after I was somewhat, shall we say, bulldozed or challenged into doing it.

A suggestion was made to me that we should have two tables at the monthly meeting:

one called "critique table" with pieces that the turner wishes to have openly appraised

the other called "show and tell" with pieces that the turners wishes to show and answer queries about it from members.

Give me your thoughts on the idea.


Till Wednesday the 15th happy turning 
Cheers
Eric 
from the COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER SHOWCASE.

It's that time of the year again.

Let's make this one a bumper one.  Not only in the number of items on show, but also in the number of participants.

Please remember to bring your pieces in early to speed up the proceedings.

In order to do that, a sheet for 4 entries, with item descriptions and assessment forms, is included with the newsletter.  More of these forms will be available at the club on the night if needed.

Please fill the top section of the forms in before reaching the club to avoid congestion at the receiving point.

Leave the item number line blank and enter the type of finish used in the required area.  This is for information purposes only (eg. Woodock 10, Danish Oil…), as many fellow turners are interested to know the finish of an article.

Each exhibit will be appraised by two teams of two assessors on the following workmanship criteria only:

- skill:   being technique, difficulty

-finish:  as implied (sanding, chucking marks)

Assessment will be by consensus within the team, failing which an adjudicator will rule.

The design of the piece will not form part of the evaluation criteria.  The reason being that the design, which is personal to, and liked by the turner, may not be appealing to the assessors and this could have a detrimental effect on the final rating of the actual physical workmanship of the item.  Bowls with thick walls versus thin walls, or with thin bottoms versus thick bottoms.    (I'm a leg man myself - do you call that spindle turning?)  "Beauty is in the eye of the beholder" as has often been quoted during our monthly critique.  So let it be.


Eric 

Remember that our November Showcase will also be attended by members from the other clubs using the venue, so this will be an excellent opportunity to show off what the Turners are capable of producing.

A list of turners who have previously participated in showcases and have been graded is appended.  Congratulations to Graeme Hill for being promoted to Intermediate Class, and Tom Allan, Ruben du Plessis, Gert Ferreira and Bert Parker who have been promoted to the Advanced Class (these names have been italicised)


Ed. 

"NEW LOOK" WCWA CLUB LOGO

Submission of proposals for a new logo will be accepted till March 2001.  Members will be able to vote for the new logo at the AGM.

From the members

Never Too Old To Learn….

One thing of interest I have noticed at the club is that members who have a technical or practical background know how to handle tools.  These could be chainsaws, band saws, or any other tool required, before we start to turn.  Now people like myself who have been salesmen for 40 plus years, do not find it so easy.  I went to Hüster to buy a new courser blade for my band saw.  To my horror, when I got home, I found I had a left-hand saw blade.  The teeth faced upward when I tried to fit it on the drive-wheel.  This was Friday and I now had to wait till Monday and do the 60 Km roundtrip to change it.  What a night!  While trying to sleep, I tried to work out how the welder made  the mistake.

Then it came to me…  The next morning I turned the blade inside out, and Hey Presto!  I could carry on sawing.  

To those first-mentioned, this may sound stupid, but all of us have to have a first time, even if it takes fourty years.

Ed Brymer

New Terminology.

Whilst at the seminar in East London I sadly had the misfortune to be suddenly woken up on Sunday morning with a most uncomfortable affliction usually remedied by a dose or two of Imodium and a diet of toast and black tea.  Unfortunately I only managed to hold my own by Tuesday which made me miss all the appetising fare presented to all and sundry at the school and the braai. 

One hears on a daily basis changes to our mother tongue…  Schools are academic institutions…  Teachers are educators…  Pupils are learners... But when I had to, on more than a few occasions, disappear into the wee room at the end of the passage I always passed a sign that read:

RELIEF ROOMS

(TOILETS)     (  (
Only then did I genuinely start to appreciate how so very precisely the powers that be, are implementing the metamorphosis of our quotidian medium of expression.

Will a turner become a gyrator, a rotator or a revolver?

Eric 

REMINDERS

The committee members for 2000 / 2001 are:

Eric Thornton
Chairman
531 1559(h)
Graham Hill
Secretary
794 1639(h)
Ruben du Plessis
Workshop co-ordinator
948 9991(h)
Mike Bester
Treasurer
976 3606(h)
Alan Jackson
Library
558 1296(h)
Gigi Laidler
Newsletter
797 7755(h)
Email contacts for committee members are:

Mike Bester
bozo@iafrica.com

Eric Thornton
notnorth@mweb.co.za

Alan Jackson
alanj@global.co.za

Gigi Laidler
laidler@nbict.nbi.ac.za
Please could all members who have access to email (and MS Office) let us know, in order for us to send you the electronic version of the newsletter, which allows you to see it and print it out (if you have a colour printer) in glorious Technicolor.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Many thanks to all the members who have renewed their membership for 2000/1.  Members whose contribution has not been received to date, are considered to have resigned their membership, and will be charged the R10 per visit guest fee for any further meetings they attend.

Subs are as follows:

Ordinary member:

WCWA
R60.00

Hobbies Club
40.00

Total
R100.00

Family member:

(Same surname – living under same roof)

WCWA
R35.00

Hobbies Club
R25.00

Total
R60.00
Country member:

(No Hobbies Club fee)

WCWA
R60.00
Guest Fee:

A guest fee of R10 per visit will apply to members who have failed to renew their membership, and guests attending more than two club meetings.

Note: AWSA membership (R35) can be paid together with WCWA subs, and Mike Bester will then remit all AWSA memberships to the National Body.

NAME TAGS

Mike Bester has issued name tags for the current subscription year, and members are encouraged to wear their name tags when attending meetings.  Committee members can be identified from the printing on their name tags being red rather than black.

FORTHCOMING programme

15 November 2000:

End of year Showcase, and social braai (to be joined by the Restorers, the Miniaturists and the Woodworkers)

December

No formal meetings are planned between 20th December 2000 and 10th January 2001, as most people are involved with "Seasonal" activities and school holidays, craft markets and such like.  Members who would still like to make use of club facilities over this period may contact Eric in this regard.

17th January

"Back to Basics" - An exercise in collaborative turning.  We will kick off the new year (and rightfully the new Millennium) with a collaborative project where, two groups of three or four turners each, will be given a lump of wood to convert into a turned item.  For the expert, as well as the less experienced, this will be a good opportunity to pick up ideas and tips on how to discover what might be lurking in a chunk of potential firewood.

21st February

Peter Nicolle will demonstrate thread chasing

21st March

"Rescue 911"  How to salvage a piece when things go wrong.  "Rescue" techniques and novel ideas will be demonstrated.  The committee would also like to hear from members about ideas for remedying a lathe or wood "disaster", turning an otherwise unusable piece into an acceptable artwork.

18th April

The AGM of WCWA.

Programme for meetings:

1st Wednesday 
 is an informal affair where members are welcome to use the association’s equipment, receive guidance from experienced members and generally discuss matters turning.  (Also the committee meeting)

2nd Wednesday 
 is specifically targeted at assisting beginners.

3rd Wednesday 
 is the more formal evening comprising discussion of association matters, demonstrations, videos and in June and November the biannual showcases.

4th Wednesday 
 same as 1st Wednesday.

NB
Remember to bring your own chisels and other accessories for the 'working' Wednesdays.

The market place

SUPERGLUE

Thick Glue @ R18.00

Thin glue at R15.00

Cyanoacrylate 305 @ R17.50, all available from Mike Bester.

MASKS

The committee has a supply of masks @ R11.00 each, available from Mike Bester

HYDROWAX

R18 per 5 litre container – Speak to any committee member at the meeting.

SECOND-HAND TABLE

A reminder that members can bring any tools or equipment they have "outgrown" to the club for sale on the "second-hand table" which Ed Brymer is in charge of.  An appeal had been made for more goodies for the second-hand table, as stocks are running low.

LATHE WANTED

Dieter Steinmann of Stellenbosch is looking for a second hand lathe.  He can be contacted at (021) 886 6043.

CORKS

Corks with hole to take an 8mm dowel.  R10 for 10 corks.  Contact Tom Allan at 712 7160.

TAILPIECE

The smaller the hole in the neck, the better the finish on the inside…

Cheers, and happy turnings until Wednesday evening,
Gigi

Turner Classifications for the November 2000 Showcase



Total Awards to date:







Total Awards to date:





Standing May 2000



Res. Jun 2000



Standing Oct. 2000



Beginner

Gold
Silver
Bronze

Gold
Silver
Bronze

Gold
Silver
Bronze

Anderton, David

2
6
-

-
-
-

2
6
-

Chambers, Colin

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Bailey, Darryl

-
1
-

-
1
-

-
2
-

de Gruchy, John

1
2
7

3
2
-

1
2
7

Hide, Jon

-
-
-

-
1
1

1
1
-

Hill, Graeme

-
-
2

1
-
-

1
-
2

Hunt, John

-
2
-

-
-
-

-
2
-

Jones, Ken

-
1
3

-
-
-

-
1
3

Muller, Heinrich

-
2
-

-
-
-

-
2
-

Nathan, Dave

-
1
-

-
-
-

-
1
-

Thornton, Eric

-
1
1

1
-
3

1
1
4

Winn, Brian

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Westley, Derek

-
1
2

-
-
1

-
1
3

Whitson, Trevor

-
7
4

-
-
-

-
7
4















Intermediate













Allan, Tom

2
6
-

1
2
-

3
8
-

de Gruchy, John

-
-
-

3
2
-

3
2
-

Douglas, Jim

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Draper, Wearne

-
5
2

-
-
1

-
5
3

du Plessis, Ruben

2
3
1

3
2
-

5
5
1

George Lenette

1
2
-

-
-
-

1
2
-

Ferreira, Gert

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Hill, Graeme

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Laidler, Nicholas

1
3
-

1
-
-

2
3
-

Lund, Howard

-
-
1

-
-
-

-
-
1

Mills Harold

1
-
-

-
-
-

1
-
-

Parker, Bert

1
4
-

-
-
-

1
4
-

Parr, Roy

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Steel, Ron

-
-
4

2
-
-

2
-
4

White, Ossie

-
-
1

-
-
-

-
-
1















Advanced













Allan, Tom

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Bester, Mike

1
-
-

-
-
1

1
-
1

Bull, Steve

14
9
-

1
1
-

15
10
-

Carstens, Thys

21
5
-

2
-
-

23
5
-

Cronje, Izak

6
1
-

2
5
1

8
6
1

du Plessis, Ruben

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

du Toit, Francois

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Ferreira, Gert

-
-
-

3
1
-

3
1
-

Jackson, Alan

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Labuschagne, Johan

-
4
1

-
-
-

-
4
1

Laidler, Dennis

12
4
-

3
1
-

15
5
-

Nicolle, Peter

11
-
-

2
-
-

13
-
-

Parker, Bert

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

van Niekerk, Tony

3
1
-

-
-
-

3
1
-
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