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Editorial

This last month we had visitors from overseas who gave demonstrations and shared their knowledge with us. In order to show them how much we appreciated their effort, I will deviate from our normal bilingual newsletter and try to write more English so that they may follow some of what we do. The Afrikaans pieces will be those that have no bearing on them.

Wat ‘n besige maand! Ek glo dat dit wat ons hierdie laaste maand ervaar het ‘n voorbeeld is van wat in hierdie vereniging gedoen kan word. Ek weet egter dat die tempo waarteen dinge gebeur het nie volgehou kan word nie - en in elk geval sal ons nie alles kan opgebruik as dit so gaan nie. Ek is egter seker dat almal hierdie lot geniet en waardeer het. Diesulkes wat nie kon deelneem nie, het net hulself te blameer. Ek hoop die Engels is hierdie maand darem goed genoeg vir die stuur aan die Skotte en die Engelse ook.

So deur dit alles het ek ook ‘n stukkie vakansie gaan hou en kon gevolglik nie alles bywoon nie. Ek het dus ‘n paar medewerkers gekry om my te help met rapportering van al die bedrywighede. Sommiges kon as gevolg van die vakansiedae nie hul stukke betyds aan my lewer nie - so ons sal dit maar die volgende keer plaas.

Events for the Immediate Future

· Tuesday, 20 April, at 18h00: Cabinetmakers meet at Danie Venter, 1442 Cunningham Avenue, Waverley.
· Tuesday, 27 April, at 14h00: Turners’ meeting at At Smit, 546 Puccini Street, Constantia Park. (You may recall that this is another holiday therefore another chance for a hands-on session. Bring your own tools!)

· Wednesday, 28 April, at 18h00: Monthly meeting at the Botany Department of the University of Pretoria. (Kindly note the new venue, as we cannot make use of the old facilities anymore!

A map and indications of how to reach the new venue is included at the end of this newsletter. For all those forgetful individuals, remember that your membership card will have to be produced at the entrance gate!)

· Wednesday 5 May, Toy makers meet at Keith Jones’, 8 Hamerfest Road, Valhalla.

Vorige Vergadering

Bydrae deur Danie Venter

By die vorige vergadering is veiligheidsaspekte en die hantering van stof in die werkplek bespreek. Uitleg en georganiseerdheid gaan hand aan hand met veiligheid omdat veilige rondbeweeg binne die werkplek baie belangrik is. Dit was baie duidelik dat dit nie nodig is om 'n ruimte van 'n paar honderd vierkante meter te hê om 'n goed georganiseerde werkplek te kan hê nie. Dit is moontlik om in 'n dubbel - of 'n enkelmotorhuis 'n sinvolle plasing van masjiene en werkoppervlaktes vir veilige en gerieflike beweging te verseker. Vir kleiner werkplekke is dit belangrik dat soveel moontlik masjiene en kaste op wiele geplaas word. Dit vergemaklik die herrankskikking van masjiene, na gelang van die tipe werk wat gedoen word, en bespaar kosbare werktyd in die proses omdat masjiene vinnig en sonder moeite verskuif kan word. Dit is ook moontlik om masjiene teen die kant te plaas om ruimte vir voertuie te maak. Op die manier word die beskikbare ruimte optimaal en vir vele doele benut. Vir ons wat houtwerk as 'n stokperdjie beoefen is dit ideaal aangesien die meeste van ons beperkte spasie tot ons beskikking het.
Die bespreking oor die hantering van stof in die werkplek het heelwat deelname ontlok en baie interressante oplossings het na vore gekom. Die belangrikste boodskap was dat dit moontlik is om teen 'n billike koste 'n effektiewe stofsisteem aan te lê. Dit is moontlik om 'n bestaande sakstelsel aan te pas of te verbeter, gebruik te maak van die stofsuier vir die huis of 'n sikloonstelsel in te sit. PVA rioolpyp is 'n veilige en goedkoop alternatief in vergelyking met metaalpype. Dit is verder moontlik om die lengte pyp tot 'n minimum te beperk deur die stofstelsel sentraal te plaas en die masjiene daar rondom te rangskik. Bestaande masjiene wat nie toegerus is vir koppeling aan 'n stofstelsel kan teen 'n baie klein koste self gemodifiseer word. Dit is dus nie nodig om duur masjiene aan te skaf net om stof probleme te oorkom nie.

Benewens uitleg en stofhantering is daar ook kortliks gesels oor ander veiligheidsaspekte soos beligting, hulpmiddels, korrekte liggaamsposisies en die korrekte hoogte vir verskillende tipes werk. 

Laastens is 'n paar voorbeelde vir die stoor van gereedskap en bybehore getoon. Daar was ook 'n kort bespreking oor vereistes waaraan 'n werkbank moet voldoen en spesfieke navrae oor die korrekte hoogte van 'n werkbank. Hier is 'n riglyn wat in die Woodworkers' Workshop van 1991 verskyn het. Indien jy een van die min ongelukkige persone is wie se lengte nie in die meegaande tabel gelys is nie, kan jy tussen toepaslike twee lengtes interpoleer om die korrekte hoogte van die werkbank te kry.
Lengte van Werker
Hoogte van Werkbank

(mm)


(mm)

1626


881

1676


914

1727


945

1778


973

1829


1003

1880


1034

1930


1067

Next Meeting

For our meeting on 28 April, we will have two persons to do the honours. Firstly, Faan de Vos will show us how to make rifle butts, including the selection of suitable wood. Secondly, Rodney Stedall will show us how to build a guitar. One of his trade marks is inlays on the guitars, which he will demonstrate. To end the evening, Rodney will play something!

Turners’ Corner

This month

For starters we had the Scottish couple, Mick and Liz O’Donnell who gave us a good demonstration on the techniques they, as a team, employ to turn and decorate art pieces. To summarise my personal impressions of the proceedings, the following:

· I think they are a very fortunate couple in that they have a mutual interest in art and, consequently, turning. How many of us will be able to explain to our spouses why a new lathe or a few turning tools will not disrupt the family budget, and get a response where full understanding of the situation is apparent!

· Next to impress me was the relaxed attitude that Mick displayed to turning. He does not have preconceived ideas about what turning should be and what tool should or should not be used. He uses the tool and technique that will get the job done! This attitude ensures safe conditions in that you use what you are comfortable with, instead of trying to prove that you are capable of handling a potentially violent tool. In this same vein he is not ashamed to use scrapers and sandpaper.

· The speed at which he does his turnings is another aspect that I will personally try to copy. It makes a lot of sense that you should try to make one bold cut, instead of a lot of small cuts, to achieve the same result.

· Mick and Liz have furthermore shown the results of experimenting with various materials and techniques. One should not be afraid to try to do something different. That is how that something special will come about.

· Mick showed and demonstrated his sharpening system. This must be one of, if not the ultimate sharpening jigs, especially from a turners’ viewpoint. The necessity for sharp tools was demonstrated in the turning demonstration and with this jig it was shown that proper sharpening need not take too much of your precious turning time!

Overall it was a most enjoyable and productive afternoon. One felt that it is a pity that you cannot make use of people like this for longer periods. Within our members who attended, I am sure that we got enough ideas on turning and sharpening etc to inspire us to improve and try even more innovative turning in future.

To demonstrate what took place, a few photo’s of the day’s events:
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A few samples of Mick and Liz’s work
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Mick impressing us with the speed at which he can produce a translucent natural edge bowl!

A few days after the above demonstration, we had the luck to have Chris Pouncy, of Sorby Tools with us. He gave an excellent demonstration on the use of the Sorby-range of turning tools. The performance of these tools was so impressive that quite a few of those present bought that which they have needed for so long.

AWSA Feedback

Some eight of our members attended this year’s congress in Durban. According to initial reports on this, I deduct that they had a whale of a time and gained a lot of new experience/ideas. To be able to share this newly attained knowledge some of them have committed themselves to write summaries of what they saw. Due to a lack of space and all the holidays we had it is not possible to include all of it here. We will let you have the first article this month and the rest in future editions.

Geometry and Turning

Contribution by Paul Roberts

During the AWSA Congress in March 2004, I attended a session presented by Andrew Stevens of Grahamstown on “Geometry and Turning”. Andrew is an accomplished expert on the use of the skew chisel and he gave a most impressive demonstration of his prowess in this regard when turning a cone and some spheres. A tip he gave was to round the edges of the skew chisel to prevent damage to the tool rest.

During the presentation Andrew discussed aesthetics of turned objects; the basis of which is of course the circle. During the previous evening there was the “Instant Gallery Critique” and on a number of occasions the remark was made that the form was too large for the blank. Some of the proportions of these items were also a little “off”.

Andrew postulated the use of the ”Golden Rectangle” as a guide for selecting the proportions of the turned piece, which will result in an aesthetically pleasing item.

Details on the derivation of the golden rectangle can be found in many reference books and I abstracted the following information from the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1980), (Micropaedia Vol 13, p. 350).

The proportions of the Golden Rectangle are derived from a sequence of numbers (Fibonacci numbers) which became known in 1202 when Leonardo of Pisa, also called Fibonacci, published an article on a recreational problem of breeding rabbits and how many can be produced from a single pair in a year. Over the years the properties of the Fibonacci number have been extensively studied and it has been found that many natural phenomena reflect the properties of the series that is:

1 1 2 3 5 8 13 21 34 etc

(add 2 proceeding numbers together)

The ratio between successive pairs is:

1 2 1,5 1,66, 1,6 etc. and will ultimately converge to 1,681 or (√5+1)/2

This number 1,618 is the so-called “golden number” and a rectangle with sides in the ratio of 1:1,618 is presumed to have the most pleasing proportions from an aesthetic viewpoint. If a golden rectangle is drawn and a square the size of the short side is removed, then the remaining rectangle is also a golden rectangle

Andrew then discussed the various conical sections namely the circle, hyperbola, parabola and ellipse and how to select a portion of these shapes based on the “golden rectangle” principle for bowl design. Some shapes are more pleasing than others and the reader is encouraged to plot the shapes out to see the differences. We could not get consensus as to whether the base of a bowl was included in the golden rectangle or not and it really depended on whether it was a thin or prominent one.

Andrew demonstrated the turning of a cone and a sphere with a skew chisel. These are fixed forms and he considered this to be good turning discipline as the exact shape is prescribed! In turning a cone, use a long pointed centre as the demonstration showed that the cone falls out of the lathe with a flatter centre! In turning the spheres, once he had the approximate shape, he marked the circumference in pencil and then parted the sphere. Then the sphere was mounted between the headstock and tailstock without the centres in the circular hollows of the chuck and tailstock. The spheres were machined / sanded and then the orientation changed until a perfect sphere was produced.

Next Turners’ Meetings

With all the upcoming holidays in April, the turners have decided to make the most of it! No less than two hands-on meetings will be held. Unfortunately the first one on Easter Monday, will take place before the Tambotie would have been published. The normal monthly meeting on Tuesday 27 April will also be a hands-on meet. Remember to bring your Osolnick-candlesticks, as well as your tools, so that we can make the most of this day!

Leeupoort Visit

According to our constitution we have to assist other woodworking enthusiasts as far as possible. To do so At Smit and Roger Courtney loaded some stuff on a truck and went all the way to Leeupoort, (some 200 kilometres away), to spend a day and at the same time give demonstrations on turning. This took place on 3 April.

It is safe to say that the turners had a very busy time over the last few weeks and it is hoped that this will be continued. The other disciplines within the association can take a leaf out their book and try to follow suite. This is the only way by which we will improve the standard of our skills.

Van Die Bestuur se Tafel / From The Committee’s Desk

Die belangrikste funksie van bestuur aan die begin van elke jaar is om so gou moontlik ‘n program vir die jaar saam te stel. Dit moet ook nie sommer ‘n hierjy-program wees nie. Daarom is bestuur reeds van verlede jaar af besig om hieraan te beplan en idees by ons lede te kry. Die program is tans amper volledig saamgestel en sal later in sy geheel in TAMBOTIE gepubliseer word. Ons vertrou elke lid sal een of meer aanbiedinge kan uitsonder wat in sy/haar smaak geval het.

Vanweë omstandighede buite ons beheer moes op kort kennisgewing ‘n ander lokaal vir die afgelope maandvergadering verkry word. André Brandt het tot ongeveer 18:10 by die ou vergaderplek gewag om lede wat dalk laat sou opdaag, na die nuwe lokaal te verwys. Ons is jammer vir die ongerief wat die verskuiwing vir sommige lede veroorsaak het. Die handwerklokaal wat ons die afgelope 2 jaar gebruik het, word tans as ‘n lesingsaal ingerig en is nie meer beskikbaar nie. Daarom moet ons weereens ons maandvergadering na ‘n ander lokaal verskuif. Die nuwe vergaderplek, en ook net vir die res van hierdie jaar, is in die Jan Smuts-laboratorium van die departement Plantkunde, op die universiteit se hoofkampus. ‘n Kaart om die pad daarheen aan te wys, word elders in Tambotie gepubliseer. Ons kom in gebou 35 byeen. Twee baie belangrike reëlings sal egter geld: die eerste is dat lede slegs by die hoofingang vanuit Lynnwoodweg sal kan inry, en die tweede is dat ledekaarte van ons vereniging by die ingang aan sekuriteit getoon moet word om toegang te verkry.

According to Danie Venter, our association need some additional funding for several projects that are in the pipeline – some of them relate to our annual exhibition and demo’s. The funding should be mainly from external sources. Any member with bright ideas on how to generate additional funds for our association, please contact Danie at (012) 332-4082 (home) or (012) 347-1018 (office).

Please take note of the date for our end of the year function. It will be held on Friday 26 November, and the venue is in Valhalla. We will supply more detail at a later stage, but it promises to be extraordinary, stunning and gastronomical far above very good. Write this announcement straight away in your diary. 

Soos by ons Februarie-vergadering belowe is, gaan ‘n spesiale vergadering belê word vir wysigings aan ons vereniging se gondwet. Lede word intussen versoek om die grondwet te bestudeer en dan enige wysiging wat hulle wil aanbring, Skriftelik by bestuur in te handig. Selfs voorstelle net vir redaksionele veranderings is ook welkom. Die belangrikste om egter te onthou is dat elke voorstel die “ou” artikel of deel daarvan Sowel as die voorgestelde wysiging moet insluit. Indien van hierdie reël afgewyk word, kan die voorstel nie ter tafel geneem word nie. Alle voorstelle sal dan in ‘n spesiale kennisgewing gepubliseer en aan alle lede versprei word sodat die voorstelle vooraf deur almal bestudeer kan word en daar dan tydens die spesiale vergadering net daaroor gestem word.

Baie voorspoed en baie saagsels vir die volgende maand. 

Lou Coetzer

Werkwinkel Besoeke

Ons het toe die eerste van hierdie jaar se besoeke gereël en ‘n uiters geslaagde storie gehad. Sowat dertien lede het bygewoon en die reën het net gesorg dat ons lekker naby aan mekaar moes staan sodat almal binne die werkplekke kon inkom- buite was dit te nat. Almal was baie beïndruk met Keith Jones se werkplek en met dit wat hy daar doen.
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Keith aan die woord- die manne luister

By Sakkie het ons weer eens diep onder die besef gekom dat dit tog maar lekker is om mooi en goeie gereedskap te kan besit. Sakkie het ook aan ons vertel, en gewys, dat goeie gereedskap tog maar ‘n invloed kan hê op die kwaliteit werk wat gelewer word.
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‘n Lekker werkplek en al die goed! Ons gaan ons vrouens hierheen bring om hulle te oortuig dat ons ook sulke goed nodig het!

Ons derde besoekpunt was by Bernie. Daar het ons gesien dat dit nie nodig is om afgetree te wees, met ‘n leeftyd se versamel van gereedskap agter jou, om ordentlike houtwerk te kan doen nie. Die belangrikste is om lus te wees vir die werk en om dit met die nodige oorgawe te doen. Bernie doen deeglike draaiwerk alhoewel hy maar betreklik onlangs hiermee begin het.

[image: image5.jpg]



Bernie vertel en wys van sy koningkrk.

This workshop crawl once again proved that we can learn a lot from each other. I am sure that the members that attended this crawl will in future feel much more comfortable to re-visit these gentlemen should they need any assistance.

We intend to have the next Workshop Crawl in June. This time around we will be doing it in the Northern parts of town. Detail about this crawl will be published in the May issue.

Nuwe Lid

Ons wil net graag die volgende nuwe lid hartlik verwelkom. Ons vertrou dat jy sommer van die begin af tuis sal voel en soos ons almal baie waarde uit die vereniging sal put.

A F (Andreas) Agema
Adres: Hertzogstraat 1040, ViIlleria, 0186 
Telefoon: 012 331 0294 

Selfoon: 082 396 7330
Belangstelling: Meubelmaak
Kennisgewing van 'n Spesiale Algemene Vergadering
Hiermee word kennis gegee dat 'n Spesiale Algemene Vergadering op 29 September 2004, inge-volge artikel 15 van die Grondwet, gehou sal word om voorstelle vir die moontlike wysiging van die Grondwet te bespreek en te oorweeg.
Lede wat enige voorstelle in hierdie verband wil maak moet asseblief volledige motivering daarvoor, asook die volledige nuwe bewoording vir die relevante artikel van die Grondwet, skriftelik voor of op 30 Junie 2004 aan die Sekretaris verskaf.

'n Sakelys vir die Spesiale Algemene Vergadering sal in die nuusbrief van Augustus 2004 verskyn.

A N Brandt Sekretaris 012 460 5784 , Sel 082 785 0191
Meubelmakers

Bywoning van die vorige byeenkoms was maar skraps tog was die verrigtinge alles behalwe gedemp, inteendeel! Die aand het begin met videovertonings oor die gebruik van tafelsae. Dit is gevolg deur 'n lang gesprek oor tafelsae, waarna om op te let wanneer besluit word om 'n tafelsaag aan te skaf en hoe gemaak wanneer 'n mens begin met houtwerk. Die aand se verrigtinge het eers teen ongeveer 10:00 tot 'n einde gekom. Die komende byeenkoms is weer by Danie Venter te Cunninghamlaan 1422, Waverley en wel op Dinsdag 20 April 2004 om 18:00. Die aand se verrigtinge sal meer gerig wees op beginners.

Skaaf tegnieke gaan bespreek en gedemonstreer word. Enige persoon wat beplan om met houtwerk te begin of hom/haarself as 'n beginner beskou is baie welkom.
Speelgoedgroep

By ons April-byeenkoms was daar nie veel lede teenwoordig nie- weer eens die vakansies wat bywoning beïnvloed het.

Daar was egter heelwat speelgoed wat reeds gemaak is vir die poging om minder bevoorregte kinders van speelgoed te voorsien. Die foto wys slegs ‘n deel hiervan.

Pieter Nel het aan ons voorbeelde gewys van boorpunte wat hy slyp vir spesiale gebruike. Voorbeelde hiervan is die staalbore wat hy omskep het in bore om hout mee te boor. (Hy maak “brad point” bore hiervan.) Ons gaan hom die geleentheid bied om aan ons almal te toon hoe hy dit doen. Die geleentheid sal by sy werkwinkel plaasvind sodra hy daarvoor gereed is.

Ons volgende byeenkoms is weer eens by Keith se plek en wel op Woensdag 5 Mei.

Kaart na nuwe plek van byeenkoms

Gebou 35




         Parkering H14

         Parkeer hier





  Stopstraat





  UP Hoofingang




Lynnwoodweg


Sodra jy by die hoofingang vanuit Lynnwoodweg in is, draai links by die T-aansluiting en ry aan tot by die tweede stopteken en draai dan regs. (Dit is ook die eerste keer dat jy regs kan draai.) Die pad pad loop daarvandaan min of meer Noord-Oos, maar reguit. Volg daardie pad tot waar dit in parkeerterrein H14, 'n beton-parkade, uitloop. Parkeer in daardie omgewing, ook op die gereserveerde parkeerplekke, en stap verder tot by diePlantkunde-hoofgebou wat reg noord van parkeerterrein H14 lê. Daar sal iemand wees om vir jou die trap na die laboratorium toe aan te dui.

Boomname

Julle kan hierdie maand die volgende bome opsoek om te sien as wat dit in die gewone taal bekend staan –


Albizia harveyi


Albizia tanganyicensis

April 2004										April 2004
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