The Shaving

The following story has unashamedly been pinched from Hampshire Woodturners Association newsletter.

Once upon a time there was a really sad woodturner. He had no interest in life other than woodturning. Even his wife acknowledged this fact and had learnt to live with it. How he had stirred himself long enough to get married was a mystery to her but that was a long time ago. Still, she had got security, for he was not without means and he never looked at other women. She also had freedom since he took little notice of what she did or where she went or with whom. So she was not unhappy with her life but she was fond of her husband in spite  of everything and sometimes she felt guilty.

On evening she spoke to him. It took several attempts but eventually she got through to him and said “I’m worried about you. You spend all your time in the workshop. You need some variety in your life. Why don’t you go out with the lads on Friday? They always used to meet at the Turner’s Arms didn’t they?”

“Oh I don’t know, I’ve got to make 5000 light pulls by Tuesday. I really can’t afford the time.”

“Forget the turning for one evening will you?”

Well this went on for some time and eventually he agreed for a bit of piece and quiet, fully intending to return to his light pulls as soon as she had gone out, as she always did on a Friday.

The Turner’s Arms had changed somewhat. His mates were nowhere to be seen. In fact he couldn’t see very much at all it was so dark, and he sat there at the bar feeling out of place when a woman sat on the next stool.

“You look miserable, why don’t you buy me a drink and tell me your troubles?” she said. So he did and proceeded to tell her about his light pulls. She seemed very interested. He was not accustomed to such interest in his activities so he went on, and on.

One drink lead to another and he found his interests widening. Eventually she invited him to her flat to advise on the best sort of light pull to go with her décor.

When they got there he realised that it wasn’t the lights she was pulling but by then he didn’t care. As he undressed he found a wood shaving in his navel. Embarrassed, he discreetly hid it in his hair and they continued with a night of passion.

He crept away in the early hours, wondering what to say to his wife. He was not skilled in the art of  subterfuge and decided on a plan of the utmost cunning. He would tell the truth! She would never believe him and think that he was just trying to embellish a thoroughly boring evening. She was still out when he got home and he had just poured himself a large scotch to settle his nerves when she came in.

“Well”, she said, “did you have a nice time?”

She smiled in sympathetic disbelief as he started to recount what had happened when she noticed the shaving in his hair.

“You lying toad” she screamed. “you came back as soon as I went out and spent the evening in that workshop again didn’t you?”

He went out on Friday nights regularly after that and he always carried a shaving with him. His wife never believed where he had been and soon stopped asking.

And they all lived happily ever after  ………more or less.

“The Divine Proportion”

Some thoughts on Design

By looking at the work of others, such as ancient pottery designs, antique furniture, last years woodturning winners, inspiration may be found in many places

.There is nothing wrong with copying, it’s a great learning process and aside from great wood turners you would be joining the ranks of such Masters as Rembrandt, Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci to name just a few, and  the many present day artists who took and still take their easels and paints into art galleries around the world to copy the work of the Masters before them.

Although it is a very hackneyed phrase “Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder” there is truth in it. Although it’s doubtful that you could explain in any detail, just why you consider some things to be ascetically pleasing and others not, it is a fact that we, as creations of nature have an inherent, though not always understood, oneness with things around us.

For instance, Leonardo da Vinci together with others of his time, developed the first scientific studies of the human anayomy. It was discovered that a person’s head for example, if measured from the chin to the crown, is one eighth of the height of the whole body and that the navel is five eights of the whole body from the ground. The distance from the foot to the knee is one half of the length of the leg and the whole leg is one half the length of the whole body. The shoulders are two eights wide and the distance from fingertip to fingertip of the outstretched arms is equal to the total height of the body.

And so on and so on, but prior to that, in the first century B.C. the ancient Greeks who studied in detail the number of leaves on plants and petals on flowers, the ratio present in the 

growthpatterns of many things – the mathematical precision of a spiral formed on a shell and the curve of a fern, for example, concluded the presence of a “Divine Proportion”, and from these things derived the Golden Mean or Golden Section.

A treatise by Vitruvius titled “De Architectura” established standards for the proportion of columns, rooms and buildings.

It was based on the concept of the ratio between two parts of a whole, where the proportion of the smaller to the larger is equal to the larger to the whole. (Phew!)

Both the Greeks and the ancient Egyptians used the Golden Meam when designing their temples and monuments. Many artists used the ratio when laying out their paintings. Artists and architects alike, discovered that by utilising the ratio 1:1.618, they could create a feeling of order in their works. New scientific discoveries are still being made today how this ratio takes its place in the nature of things.

You may ask, “What has this got to do with woodturning?” Well, whilst there are many uses for this rule of proportion, too many to go into here, one conclusion that can be made is that it could be a pleasing proportion for a bowl. Bringing the figures 1: 1.618, to 5 : 8 makes them easier to use. So for example, in this instance a bowl 200mm in diameter would feel just right if it was 125mm high. Or 200mm high and 125mm in diameter.

The eye however, may be tricked by halving one of these measurements; this is an alternative when struggling to obtain a blank of the suitable size.

What ever you do, do avoid having a proportion of 2 : 1

 To be continued next month.
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Married to Rhona.

Studies: Institute of Bankers Exams after matriculating at Dale College in King Williams Town.

A happily retired chappie as from 1st January 2003 after completing 37 years of service with the Standard Bank of S.A. Ltd, having worked in the following centres:- King Williams Town, Alice, Tarkastad, Knysna, Bloemfontein Regional Head Office, and thereafter, Cathcart and Fort Beaufort Branches as Branch Manager. I was the transferred to the Regional Head office in Port Elizabeth as a Credit Manager for the last seven years of my banking career.

My hobbies are woodturning, fishing, caravaning, gardening and outdoor life generally.

I have been keen on woodwork since school where unfortunately I was only able to take woodworking as a subject in standard six due to me wanting to follow the accountancy stream.

I therefore started collecting tools and wood from an early age. And acquired an Emco Star combination machine while we lived in Knysna some 23 years ago.

It was only after meeting Trevor Elliott that I was introduced to the club and developed a love for woodturning. It is therefore due to this gentleman exposing me to the perils of woodturning which resulted in certain purchases being undertaken at Strand Hardware. Some three years ago I purchased a Rockwell lathe and disposed of my ever faithful Emco Star.

A very special thanks to Trevor Elliott, Nico Swart and Brian Edwards for all the help and guidance afforded me over these past few years.

Sanding and Finishing on the Lathe

A couple of tips on sanding and finishing off on the lathe, pinched from “Turnings”, the newsletter of the Western Cape Woodturners Association.

· When sanding on the lathe, always remove the tool rest from the lathe.

· Don’t use new sandpaper to finish sand your work; its sharp grit can leave rings on the wood. Before using  new sandpaper, rub it together. Rather than holding sandpaper still, move it back and forth on the turning piece, perpendicular to the rotation of the piece.
· To sand coves and tapers, cut a narrow strip of sandpaper and strengthen its back with a piece of transparent or plastic electrical tape. Held taunt, this strip will reach down into tight coves and beads.
· For long tapers or flat surfaces, use a sanding block. Or fold sandpaper in thirds and place steel wool or felt between the sandpaper and your fingers (to protect your fingers from friction heat).
· Before applying finish to straight, tapered or gradual contours, stop the lathe, and use fine grit sandpaper to lightly finish sand with the grain.
· Finishing on the lathe allows you to apply a quick and even finish. For best results with oil finishes, apply it both to the wood and to the sandpaper. While the piece turns, the sandpaper will mix with the finish, sealing the pores of the wood. Follow the same way tube protection as with lathe sanding.
· If you plan to stain your work, remember that over polishing the wood with tools or extra fine sandpaper will close the wood’s pores. Pine is most susceptible to over polishing, to the point that resin is drawn out and prevents stain from soaking into the pores
.  

            ABF Tip

When temporarily removing a piece from the chuck: e.g. for examination, replacing it in the chuck is open to potential problems of concentricity.

To make sure of an accurate return, make a pencil mark on the work opposite a known permanent mark on the chuck.

