Finding the BALANCE.

To find the balance centre of an odd-shaped piece of wood, the following centre finder might be a usefull tool for you. It can be constructed from a block of 50mm wood and a 13mm dowel, 255mm long.  A 13mm hole should be drilled in the center of the block, and the dowel glued and inserted into the block. You now have a block with a peg sticking up, out of it.

To find the balance center of the piece which you want to turn, place it on top of the dowel. Continue to move and adjust the piece until it is perfectly balanced when it sits atop the dowel alone. Then hold the piece to the dowel and mark around it with a pencil.

Then drill or centre your faceplate over the mark. Once on the lathe, even odd-shaped pieces turn smoothly.
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Married to Elize, with children and grandchildren scattered between Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and London.

I was born, bred and schooled in Port Elizabeth. My infatuation with trees and timber was kindled while at Saasveld Forestry College at George.

My first clash with a lathe was while I was a young assistant forester in the Northern Transvaal. The forest station, Wood Bush, was in the sticks, far beyond the reaches of Eskom. My “boss” was a very practical old man with a wonderful knowledge of indigenous trees. He had constructed a lathe which was driven by a stream of water coming over a cliff edge.

It had it’s limitations, but was very powerfull……..you couldn’t stop it with your hand and it was necessary to redirect the flow of water to pause the operation. Needless to say, I made plenty of candle holders, with the help of ground down files

For many years thereafter, I went around with this urge to turn things, but could not justify the outlay required just to turn candle holders. ( In anycase, I had since moved back to civilization and did not need candle holders).

Then came the revelation. A number of years ago, I walked into a Strand Hardware Show at the Walmer Town Hall, saw the woodturners stand and saw what could be done a lathe.

And I was HOOKED!

I followed the usual route. First a very “home-made” lathe from the Swop Column, and then I graduated to a spanking new Record lathe. It is the smallest one in the range, but still my favourite machine today. Since then, I have purchased a second hand Tauco so that I am able to do larger work, but still prefer working on the Record when I can.

I enjoy both face-plate and spindle turning, and have learnt a huge amount from the Guild.

I am very interested in the “arty”  side of turning and am a great admirer of the work done by that group of guys down in Knysna. I enjoy “contrasts” (rough and smooth), and would love to develop my design abilities, although I  must accept the limitations imposed by a certain lack of natural talent.

After a life time spent in various forms of horticulture (the last 15, as a manager of a citrus nursery), I am now kind of semi-retired, although I do part time work for the S A Citrus Nurserymen’s Association.

If I win the Lotto, I will open up a very exclusive  gallery, “trading” in wood items!
