WOOD TURNING…….Art or Craft       ????????

The question with no apparent  answer. But does it matter?  However I just love the debate, which is often heated, often illogical, often emotional. Just to confuse you even further, here are some extracts from correspondence in Woodturning magazine about the matter.

I have always regarded “art” as something to be looked at and enjoyed. If you like something and buy it to display, then to you it is art. This applies to woodturnings as much as to paintings and other art forms.

If someone likes a piece you have turned and wants to buy it to touch or display in their home, then to them it is  “art”. But if they buy a turned bowl to put grapes  or other fruit in, then that is a “crafted item’. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and what is one man’s meat is another’s poison.

Woodturning is both art and craft in the right hands. First we must learn the craft, to select and control the tools and material. Use that skill to make good workmanlike utilitarian objects and it remains a craft, and something to be admired in its own right. But once the skill is there, a creative person will want to stretch his or her skills and apply  something that makes viewers react.

Does it matter if you can’t turn nice beads on spindles if all you  want to do is produce large hollow forms from interesting pieces of wood?  Is a beautifully made spinning wheel an art or a craft?  Or, is a natural-edge hollow form that is used daily to put fruit in, a piece of craftwork when it contains fruit, but art when it is empty?

Picasso had to learn his craft before he could branch out and experiment and extend the bounds of his discipline…….the skills must be learnt first, with experimentation and refinement to follow.

There are those who jump from novice to someone who demands quite a high price for their “crafted” work in quite a short time, but do they have the basic skills? Would you let them teach your children woodturning, and expect them to come home with all of their digits?
So to try to define whether something is art or craft is almost impossible. The matter is so subjective.  

The fact that more and more expression is moving into woodturning does not diminish the craft; it can only enhance it. Emotive expression and creative technique feed off each other and grow together. Some pieces will have more expression, others more craft.

Every “art” form has its restrictions, be it painting, sculpture, music or writing. Each is defined by its limitations. Wood is wood and paper is paper, and canvas just a big white flat thing. The creative force lies in what is done with it.

So, does that make you feel any better?  I am sure that whatever you produce, your wife/girlfriend/mother, thinks that it is beautiful. And even if that beautifully crafted and finished shallow bowl which you made for Uncle George last Christmas, ended up being used as a ash tray,…….,just remember that Uncle George is a Philistine.  By turning, we are all giving expression to some inner creative force, and apart from the odd flustrations, we do have a hell of a lot of fun.
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Hobbies & Other Interests:  Woodturning for me at this point in time is a hobby and a way to explore my inner being, spending a few hours relaxing and having fun. This is my second year that I am actively involved in woodturning. I am currently using a Toolmate lathe (purchased for me by Nico Swart). By joining PEWG (influenced by Nico), I have found it a great way to spend a few hours with buddies who share their informative knowledge, skills and techniques with fellow turners. Of late, I have been acquiring new skills and techniques under the supervision of Colin Merry. I would like to place on record my sincere thanks and appreciation to Nico Swart for his enthusiasm, motivation, guidance and ingenious ideas towards my new found hobby of wood  flying, oops, I mean, Woodturng. 

Results of Competition No 1.       Turned Bowl, Diameter, 200 to 300mm. Depth, 60 to 150mm.

Category Novice:

Article No.
Description
Score (%)

Name of Turner.


Certificate.

20

Brazilian Pepper
78.25

M Sycholt



Silver

53

Syringa

75,50

J Maree



Bronze

11

Dolf wood

74,75

M Sycholt



Bronze

23

Kiaat Round lip
73,75

A Ramith



Bronze

52

Milkwood

72,25

J Maree



Bronze

40

White Pear

72,00

M Sycholt



Bronze

4

Laminated Kiaat
70,25

A Rmaith



30

Nat edge Yellowwood
69,75

M Sycholt

3

Kiaat, square end
69,00

A Ramith

15

Cedar

68,00

A Schonken

33

? Tarco

64,25

A Ramith

35

Nat edge, Jacaranda
63,25

A Schonken

25

Jacaranda

63,00

A Schonken
#

10

Nat edge, Camphor
60,25

A Schonken

1

Rooikrans

56,75

M Sycholt

#

51

Cedar

54,50

J Maree

#









(# Undersize, less 10%)

Category Intermediate:

41

Plane

80,00

F Luders



Silver

28

Kiaat

79,33

W Meyer



Bronze

2

Cherry

79,33

R MacPherson


Bronze

12

? Syringa

78,67

R MacPherson


Bronze

14

Cyprus

78,33

T Tessendorf


Bronze

5

Blackwood

75,00

T Tessendorf

16

Jacaranda

71,66

D Barbier


24 

Kiaat

71,33

C Cantor

34

Jacaranda

70,67

C Cantor

36

Silky Oak

70,33

D Barbier

42

Blackwood

70,33

F Luders

#

43

Poplar

68,67

R Swinnerton
#

21

Oak

68,67

D Barbier

26

? Rooi els

68,33

D Barbier

37

Kiaat

61,67

F Luders

#








(# Undersize, less 10%)

Category Advanced:

56

Blackwood & Poplar
89,00

N Swart



Gold

54

Pencil Cedar
86,67

N Swart



Gold

55

? Stinkwood
84,33

N Swart



Silver

31

Brizilian Pepper
83,67

N Swart



Silver

18

Blackwood

80,67

T Elliott



Silver

8

Norfolk Pine
80,66

T Elloitt



Silver

17

Jacaranda

80,33

P Kingston



Silver

29

Jacaranda

79,33

K Taylor



Silver

6

Iron Wood

78,00

N Swart



Bronze

39

Hard Pear

75,67

P Kingston



Bronze

19

Jacaranda

75,33

A Dunn



Bronze

13

Syringa

75,00

N Swart



Bronze

9

Norfolk Pine
74,33

T Elliott


32

Cyprus

72,67

A Dunn

7

Jacaranda

71,00

P Kingston

49

???

70,33

J Millar

44

Imbuia

69,67

J Millar

50

Teak

67,67

J Millar

27

? White Stinkwood
65,67

C Merry

47

Paumarfin

63,00

J Millar

#

46

Purple Heart
59,00

J Millar

#

45

???

58,00

J Millar

#








(#  Undersize, less 10%)

