Port Elizabeth Woodturners Guild

History of the Guild.

Our first meeting was held at the Mill Park Bowling Club on 14 July 1994. This meeting was arranged by Alec Jardine and attended by 22 people.

The first competition, for a turned candlestick holder, was held in January 1995. This was won by Jan Nel of Queenstown.

Alec pressed for the formation of a National Woodturning body, and the “Association of Woodturners of South Africa” was formed in October 1995 with Alec as its first Chairman.

At the 1997 AGM, Alec stood down due to health reasons, and Ben Zeelie was elected Chairman. Alec passed away in January 1998, and is still missed by those who knew him.

Nico Swart became the third Chairman of the Guild in 1998 , a position he has held with the exception of 2001 untill last year.
Over the years we have had a lot of different woodturning competitions, with many varied winners and some wonderful designs and art pieces.

The guild has grown and strengthened with a mixture of members of different ages and backgrounds. 

Our objectives are to encourage woodturning and train interested people, by arranging demonstrations and talks on woodturning at various places in Port Elizabeth. We have invited professionals from Industry and Academic Institutions to give us presentations on various aspects including design, paint techniques and tool manufacture. The Guild has established its own library, with books, videos and magazines that are available to all members. 

In October 2005 the first woodtuning exhibition was held in Port Elizabeth by Nico Swart. This was closly followed by sixteen pieces from various members being exhibited at EPSAC both these exhibitions have created a lot of interest from the public.

Guild Meetings are held on the third Thursday of every month, usually at 22 Dobson Street, at 7 pm.

If you are interested in joining, or have any further questions, please contact:

Nico Swart
(041)  487 0487


