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News

September General Club Meeting.  This was a demonstration on making simple band-sawn boxes. The article below explains the process in case you weren’t able to attend or have forgotten some details. 

September Turner’s Meeting.  Lynton Dennill demonstrated the use of the bowl gouge for faceplate work. He discussed the different flute shapes, sharpening angles and grinds commonly used for hollowing  and showed the basics of hollowing a bowl. Butch Smuts then showed some slides of his USA visit to the American Association of Woodturners annual conference, as well as his visit to the Del Mano gallery, and the Wizard of Oz exhibition in Kansas. 
From the committee:  

New Club House. We will have to vacate our present premises by the end of Oct 2005. We are actively looking for alternatives. We have some alternatives in mind, including an unused scout hall in Craighall park. Midrand High School has offered us some accommodation, but there is concern about the distance and the traffic. We may have to change our meeting times and even the way the club presently operates – these are all topics for discussion, so please contribute your thoughts to influence things. This is your club, so we need your participation to find the best alternative. 

The Big Move. In the meantime, we have arranged a place in Robertville to store our benches and machines. The date for the move is Saturday, the 15th October when we will require all hands on deck at 08h00 at Helpmekaar. Frans will arrange a truck for transport. Please mark this date off on your diary to come and help. Sturdy cardboard boxes to hold small items, parcel- tape, marking pens, trolleys to move heavy items, hold-down straps and miscellaneous tools to dismantle partitions, tables, etc will all be needed. Even if you feel you can’t do any heavy lifting, hands to dismantle and pack will be welcome. 
Annual Braai. This will take place at Greenside High School on the 26th of November, in the same format at last year. Please start making toys now to donate. 
Programs: 

Main Club meeting

· 14th November: Demonstration on cutting of boards and techniques for cabinet construction at Lumber City, Randburg.

Turners:

· 7th November – Peter Middleton will demonstrate spindle gouges and scrapers. Roy Gibbs will talk on textured finishes. Also a demonstration on making thin-walled vessels. This will take place at Hardware Centre. 

· 5th Dec – Braai – venue to be advised, possibly Pirates Sport club. 

Training Courses 

Introductory Turning course. This has started with Peter Middleton.  

Spray Painting course. This will be held over until next year. 

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm. Contact Ken Bullivant on (011) 820-6445
Saturday Club. Cancelled until further notice, due to lack of consistent attendees.  

Turners meet on the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Rick Florence on 788-9922 (h), 886-9922 (w) for more details.

Due to our scheduled move, the above arrangements will cease after October, until alternative arrangements have been made. These will be communicated in Crosscut in good time. 

For Sale/ Wanted:

ELU DB 180 wood turning lathe. virtually unused, 380 mm swing, live tail centre, 1.1 kW, 800 to 2300 RPM
Mounted on own stand plus selection of Marples tools (gouges 6mm, 12mm, 15mm, 17 mm, 25mm; 2 x parting tools, 2 x V point) R2 500 complete. Contact Gordon Smith 083 457 2420
Elektra Beckum BAS500 bandsaw with 5 spare blades. R5000- Contact Butch Smuts on 082 771 5877 

Imbuia turning blanks. Various 50 to 75 square section by 300 to 400mm long. Contact Val (allergic) Valentine on (011) 680-7117

The following power tools are available:

· De Walt Power Shop DW 125 Radial Arm Saw (R 4 000)

· Kity 636 Thicknisser/ Planer (R 5 000)

· Elu MOF 96 Router (R 1 300)*

· Elu Router Table (R 300)*

· Elu Dovetailer (R 300)*

· Wood craft 1m Lathe (R 1 000)

· Wood (PAR) including blackwood, meranti, yellow wood, etc. Offers!
All barely used with manuals and in boxes*.Call: Peter Davey 082 490 1174; or 011- 678 5766 a/h. 
Making Simple Boxes on a Bandsaw

Trevor Pope 

This is the procedure that was explained at the September Main Club meeting. It may seem complex to start with, but is actually quite simple once you have made a few. 

1. Start with a squared off block of wood slightly larger than you want the finished box to be. This design assumes that the grain runs along the longest axis. If you want to orient the grain differently, you can, but you must be more careful in dealing with end grain. I recommend you don’t do this for your first box. Depending on the width of the kerf that your bandsaw makes, and the cleaning up of the inside that you wish to do, you will loose a few millimetres from your initial size. Your final dimensions will be three to four millimetres smaller all round, typically. 

2. Crosscut the ends square and finish off all the side surfaces to the final smoothness you wish to see.

3. You may wish to fit a 6mm blade in your bandsaw. Set the fence to take a 6mm cut (or thereabouts). A wider blade is also OK, but cutting out the inside will waste more wood. You can use the left-over piece from the inside to make another smaller box, so very little wood need be wasted. 
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4. Slice off the sides of the box from the block of wood. To keep the grain matching, keep track of the locations of the side and the core by making pencil marks. The diagrams above should help you picture the procedure. 

5. Depending on the finish you want, you may want to plane the inside surfaces of the sides, as well as the remaining core to remove blade marks. Don’t remove too much material if you are concerned about the grain matching. 

6. Slice off the lid from the core and clean up the inside as required, 

7. Crosscut a small 6mm slice off each end of the lid. These pieces will be glued to the ends to locate the lid, end to end. Keep track of the orientation if you want the grain to match up. Cut out the inside from the remaining core. Make the ends about 10mm thick. The bottom can be thinner – 6mm. If you use a narrow bandsaw blade there will be less wastage. Be aware that the ends are end grain and somewhat weaker until the box is glued together again. At this point, any cracks in the wood may result in pieces of the ends breaking off. Just glue them back together carefully. The glue will clean up when you trim the ends and be almost invisible. 

8. Smooth the inside of the cutout with a rabbet plane if required. Be careful with the end pieces as noted above. 

9. Glue the sides back onto the combined end and bottom piece. Because the kerf between the lid and ends has removed some material, the sides will be slightly large. If you are worried about aligning the grain, use the extra material to shift the sides slightly to get the best match. 

10. The lid should be a good fit already due to the order in which the cuts were made. Place the lid in place and glue on the cut off ends of the lid onto the ends. Position them to close up the gaps at the ends of the lid. Be careful not to glue the lid in place! The box can be clamped in a vise or between clamps until the glue sets. 

11. Make a small handle to your own design and glue this onto the centre of the lid, to that you can remove the lid. 

12. Remove the box from the vise or clamps and trim the overhangs at the top and bottom using a conventional hand plane. Pay attention to grain direction to avoid tear-out. 

13. Trim the ends with a crosscut on the circular saw and/or a block plane. Be careful to avoid tear-out of the end grain by planing towards the centre from each side.

14. Soften the edges with 220-grit sandpaper and generally sand as required. An oil finish that does not build up too much is preferable, so that the lid retains its good fit and does not stick. 

There are numerous variations of this design that you can make. This is one of my favourites. If you have a scroll saw you can also use this to make the cuts. It won’t be as precise as a bandsaw, but you can be more creative in the shapes you make. The box doesn’t even need to have square sides, as long as two sides are vertical to make fitting the lid easier. If you don’t mind slightly larger gaps and have a fine bandsaw blade, then the shapes are limited only by your imagination. 

Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday, the 12th October – Mr Meier of Sawsharp talking on band and circular saw blades. Extra feature: Cabriole legs with carved details – Bill Parrack. 





Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday, the 3rd October – Discussion on design. Also, Wally Rossini will talk on sanded finishing techniques.
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