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News

June General Club Meeting.  Eddie Marchio talked about toys and toy-making. He showed examples of simple toys that trigger the imagination of young children and how these could be made. He gave some guidelines on safety regarding paint and sharp edges. 

The toymakers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays of the month at 9:30 am at Helpmekaar. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. The toymakers are working towards providing many toys to show at the year-end braai. They are urging all the members to contribute at least two toys that they have made as well. 
June Turner’s Meeting. Peter Middleton demonstrated basic sharpening techniques for turning tools. He showed how to sharpen free-hand and to use some jigs to sharpen some common gouges, scrapers and parting tools. 

With the arrival of the batch of Roly Monroe hollowing tools, Roy gave a short demo on how to use one. One problem seems arise, if the cutting width is set too coarse – the tool is inclined to take too big a bite and is difficult to control.

Wally has sourced some replacement cutters at R45- each for those that are planning to use theirs heavily and will need more. 

There was some discussion on a filling product called Epidermix that can be used to fill cracks. There are two consistencies available – 372 which is a putty consistency and 365 which is a syrup consistency. Both harden to a machinable consistency in 8 to 10 hours and rock-hard in 24 hours, when the material is inclined to chip. They can be mixed with pigments such as poster paints and crushed charcoal for decorative inlays. The mixture is water-soluble until it sets and clean-up is with water. 

From the committee:  

Life Membership. The committee nominated Alistair Brande for his services to the club to date. This was raised at the June meeting for discussion and agreed. 

Annual Subs are due. If you haven’t paid yet, please do so before the end of August or risk excommunication. 

Brag board. Please remember to post any pictures you wish to share on the brag board. Not all our work is portable or available to bring to show – a picture is next best. 

New Club House. We will have to vacate our present premises by the end of Oct 2005. We are actively looking for alternatives. Similar industrial arts premises at a school would be first prize. Central location, low cost, accessibility and security are also requirements. However we will need to be flexible and if necessary change how the club operates to accommodate what is available. Please pass any contacts and suggestions you have on to any of the committee members. Unused church halls, recreation facilities or scout halls are all possible options. There are several defunct bowls clubs around, but security is a consideration. 

Rolly’s Hollowing tool. I received mine at the Turner’s meeting and last weekend, tried it out on two deep hollowing blanks that I had prepared in anticipation. I was most impressed at the rate that it can remove material deep down, with very little vibration. Obviously, the laws of physics still apply, so the overhang needs to be minimized, and it is still inclined to vibrate in some circumstances. It also works well for roughing out with interrupted cuts, with much less shock transmitted to the handle due to the angle at which it works. (Compared to a long-and-strong bowl gouge.) Setting the cutter gap requires a sensitive touch, as the guard is inclined to move when tightening. Even with a small gap, large amounts of shavings are removed, so it is as well to heed the warning in the instructions about making oversized serviette rings. I estimate that the end grain hollowing in poplar that I did took less than half the time, compared to the long-and-strong bowl gouge I used before. Tear-out at the bottom is a problem with a soft wood like poplar, but Rolly’s tool seemed better, particularly when just sharpened. The gouge is better at producing a smooth surface, as the bevel seems to ride more predictably at the side of the cut. I found this difficult with Rolly’s tool, but perhaps I just need practice. When rotating the cutter to a fresh edge, it is inclined to rotate as it is tightened, and it is difficult to see whether the fresh edge really is where you want it. After I next sharpen it, I will colour the edge with a pen, so that the used edge will become apparent. I haven’t done much end-grain hollowing for a while, as it has been a bit of a battle, but this new tool makes it much easier. 

Trevor Pope

Programs: Main Club meeting

· 13th July – Drills: types and sharpening
Buddy Lawson. 
· 10th August – Making simple boxes using a bandsaw – Trevor Pope
Training Courses 

The next Basic Training course has been postponed due to present lack of demand. Due to the uncertainty about the clubhouse, the next course will only be scheduled for 2006.

Introductory Turning course. There seems to be some interest in another one – the Turner’s Committee will take it up. 

Spray Painting course. We may be able to organise a spray-painting introductory course in Mid-Rand on a Saturday morning. Please contact the secretary at the next meeting or by phone to express your interest. 

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm. Contact Ken Bullivant on (011) 820-6445
Saturday Club. Cancelled until further notice, due to lack of consistent attendees.  

Turners meet on the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Rick Florence on 788-9922 (h), 886-9922 (w) for more details.

For Sale:

4 only standard size Clear Oregon 5 light doors, unglazed
2 only       "           "        ""       ""       frames
Used but have been cleaned up. Price: approx half new. R1600- for the lot. 

Contact Harold Theunissen on (011) 447-3334 (h)

How to describe your Masterpiece?

Trevor Pope

When you bring your latest masterpiece to the turner’s club meeting to show off and for criticism, and you fill in the criticism slip, have you ever wondered how to describe it? 

If you want to make the transition from craft to ART you have to get the terminology right!

To turn craft into art, describe it as a 

“closed form ovoid with some structured and sculptural elements” 

= A pot with handles that has shrunk to out of round after being turned green (now oval). The handles have been glued on (the structured elements) and there are still band-saw marks visible (the sculptural elements) that could pass as being intentional. 

Now you have no excuse not to describe your masterpiece correctly. If you want be all arty and pretentious, here are some posh terms for you to choose from! 

(Most of the terms are self-explanatory. I flipped though the few turning books that I have, and some old issues of Woodturning magazine, and picked out a list of terms that may help you. I looked each up in the dictionary to give the formal definition. Where the turners’ usage is different as far as I know, I have commented. 

If you have any gems to add, please let me know.) 

	Term
	Dictionary Definition
	Turning usage

	Bottle
	A receptacle having a narrow neck, usually no handles, and a mouth that can be plugged, corked, or capped.
	

	Bowl
	A hemispherical vessel, wider than it is deep, used for holding food or fluids
	

	Box
	A container typically constructed with four sides perpendicular to the base and often having a lid or cover. 
	A container with a lid. 

	Bud Vase
	Bud: A small protuberance on a stem or branch, sometimes enclosed in protective scales and containing an undeveloped shoot, leaf, or flower

Vase: An open container, as of glass or porcelain, used for holding flowers or for ornamentation
	A container with a small opening at the top that will hold a few flowers or grasses.

	Chalice
	A cup or goblet. A cup for the consecrated wine of the Eucharist. 
	A grand drinking cup. 

	Closed form
	Closed: Having boundaries; enclosed. 

Having the form of:
	To describe a shape that may be hollow, that you can’t think of any other way to describe.  

	Cup
	A small, open container, usually with a flat bottom and a handle, used for drinking.
	

	Dish
	An open, generally shallow concave container for holding or serving food
	

	Flask
	A small container, such as a bottle, having a narrow neck and usually a cap, especially:. a. A flat, relatively thin container for liquor. b. A container or case for carrying gunpowder or shot. c. A vial or round long-necked vessel for laboratory use.
	

	Goblet
	A drinking vessel, such as a glass, that has a stem and base
	

	Hollow form
	Having a cavity, gap, or space within.

Having the form of:
	It is hollow, but no other term fits. 

	Jug
	A large, often rounded vessel of earthenware, glass, or metal with a small mouth, a handle, and usually a stopper or cap, a small pitcher
	

	Ovoid
	Shaped like an egg; ovate
	Non spherical, mostly rounded.

	Plaque
	A flat plate, slab, or disk that is ornamented or engraved for mounting, as on a wall for decoration or on a monument for information
	

	Platter
	A large shallow dish or plate, used especially for serving food
	Fancy name for a plate. 

	Pot
	Any of various usually domestic containers made of pottery, metal, or glass, as:. a. A round, fairly deep cooking vessel with a handle and often a lid. b. A short, round container for storing or serving food: a jam pot; a mustard pot. c. A coffeepot. d. A teapot.
	Deeper than a bowl. 

	Sculptural form
	Sculpture: The art or practice of shaping figures or designs in the round or in relief, as by chiseling marble, modeling clay, or casting in metal.
	The shape of the turned piece has been embellished or altered using sculptural techniques such as carving. 

	Sphere
	A three-dimensional surface, all points of which are equidistant from a fixed point.
	A ball shape – smooth or incomplete, even skeletal

	Structured 
	Structure: Something made up of a number of parts that are held or put together in a particular way.


	A composition of parts arranged in a predetermined way. 

	Vase
	An open container, as of glass or porcelain, used for holding flowers or for ornamentation
	A tall container that could hold flowers (but hopefully never will, as the water would ruin the finish and it would crack and leak…)

	Vessel
	A hollow utensil, such as a cup, vase, or pitcher, used as a container, especially for liquids
	It is a container of some sort, but you can’t quite think of the correct term…

	Weed pot
	Weed: A plant considered undesirable, unattractive, or troublesome, especially one growing where it is not wanted, as in a garden.
	See bud vase


Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday, the 13th July 2005 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Buddy Lawson will talk on drills and sharpening. 


Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday, the 4th July 2005 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar: Topic to be advised. 
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