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News

December General Club Meeting. This was an informal bring and braai. 

December Turner’s Meeting. This was a braai and social with meat, rolls and salad organized by Shorty Oberholzer . The Eddie Magid cup for the most improved woodturner of 2004 was awarded to Johan Smit. 

Year-end Braai. The weather was excellent. The food was abundant and most tasty, the prize draw most entertaining. It was the usual success – thanks to the committee for the hard work, as well as our prize donors. A small display of work was seen on the gallery (should we continue with the gallery in future?) and an excellent selection of toys was made for donation. Eddie Marchio and his team delivered about 140 toys to Reach-for-a-Dream and SANCA. Well done to all those that contributed – both the Toy-makers and other members as well! From the proceeds, the committee decided to contribute R3000- to an Aids Orphan charity, to benefit a few of the most vulnerable people in our society. 

(Alistair has delivered the Guarantee Card for the Makita Angle Grinder that was a prize at the Braai. If the winner of the Grinder will contact Roger Matthews, he will post it on.)
Hardware Centre Open Day. The day was well attended by the suppliers and the public. Unfortunately, power supply problems limited the number of machines that could be run at once, so not all the lathes available could be used. John and Anita Speedy and Lionel had their usual stalls. 

☺

From the committee:  

2005 Calendar. This was sent out with the December Crosscut. It is also available on the web site, should you have not received a copy. 

Turner’s program for 2005

· 18th to 21st March 2005 – AWSA Congress at the Printer’s College in Honeydew. Competition. 
· 6th May 2005 - Turner's section AGM - Election of new committee for 2005/6 

For Sale:  

Woodworking Machinery. Lathe, unknown make 800mm between centers, ½ hp motor; Small Bandsaw (maybe an Emco) 0.6kW motor; Circular saw – Rockwell Delta 9”, 1 hp motor; Planer (Inca?) 1 hp motor. Pictures available at the club house. Offers? Contact Peter Thorburn on 082 552 2310, (011) 475-4838 (w), (011) 788-3624 (h) 

☺

Year-end Humor
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☺
Laser Safety

At the November Turners’ Meeting Andrew Reilly showed his laser pointer attachment for his deep hollowing jig. There was some discussion on the question of laser safety. Andrew used a consumer laser pointer, with the intensity reduced because he found it too bright. 

Laser pointers use a red semiconductor laser diode to produce a highly collimated beam of light around 670 nanometers wavelength (a deep red colour). These are Class II lasers that are limited to a power output of less than 1 milliWatt. These sources can appear very bright and dazzle eyes for some time, but research has been unable to uncover any permanent damage done to eyes by lasers below this power level.

With laser pointers, although they appear very bright, the normal blink reflex of the eye limits the exposure and one sees a few spots that fade after a few minutes. The research showed that even with deliberate continuous exposures of up to 15 minutes, no damage could be detected, so there is no cause for concern when using laser pointers. 

There are many other types of lasers and these can be dangerous, particularly the infra-red ones where the normal blink reflex does not protect the eye. Such lasers can be fitted to DVD players, laser printers, etc, so it is wise to respect the warning labels on the outside of such kit before dismantling. For more information see http://members.misty.com/don/lasersaf.htm ☺

Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday, the 19th January 2004 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Discussion on workshops – layouts, facilities and problems. 


Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday, the 10th January 2004 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  This is a special meeting to accommodate the visiting overseas turner, Stuart King, who is a well-known UK wood turner. He will do a tour of the clubs, starting in Gauteng. 














