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News

March General Club Meeting - Triton Workshop Systems Demo. Greg de Villiers kindly gave us a demo of some of their new kit. The new Triton dust mask is now available locally at R1800-, which is about half the price of competing models. The Triton 3 D router carver as demonstrated with templates and the Triton router. The bit used has a 45-degree cone that engages in the template to simultaneously guide the bit in the horizontal direction and control the depth of cut. He also showed a new design of 125-mm angle grinder that shows similar innovative thinking comparable to the router. 

March Turners’ Meetings.  March has been a busy month for the turners!

Competition: At the regular meeting on the 1st March, we saw a total of 26 pieces displayed in the following categories: Beginners (10 pieces), Intermediate turners (6 pieces), and Advanced turners (10 pieces). These were judged by At Smit from the Pretoria Club, who focussed on the technical aspects, and Charles Gotthart, who looked at the artistic merit. Leading from the front was the chairman of the turners, Roy Gibb, who was the well-deserved winner of the overall prize. (I think it is time he was promoted to the advanced category!) 

Hobby-X: The club put on the usual good show together with the Pretoria Turners, in co-operation with Hardware Centre. We saw a lot of interest, both from complete novices, and also from people who owned lathes that were looking for ideas and collaboration. We look forward to seeing them at meetings - please take the time to make them welcome. Thanks to the Pretoria Woodturners and Hardware Centre, as well as all the WWA members who contributed, particularly Schalk, for making it a success.

Mick and Liz O'Donnell visit. They arrived on Monday the 8th March and were hosted by Roy Gibb - chairman of the turners’ section. For those that don't know them, Mick and Liz have produced several books, contributed to magazines and are well known on the international turning scene. I uncovered a local connection - Mick spent two weeks with the late Scott Myles in his workshop in Scotland when he first started turning.

Club Demo. On Tuesday the 9th March, Mick gave a demo at the club on how to make an end grain, natural edge bowl from wet wood in the style for which he is well known. As part of this process, it is important to keep the wood wet, so there were gasps when Mick threw handfuls of water over the work-piece while it was in progress, soaking the lathe and bench. He is a good communicator and using his own style made the process very clear. 

Advanced Courses. On Wednesday and Thursday, Mick and Liz gave further instruction at an intermediate level. Wednesday was at Chris O'Connell's home workshop, and Thursday was at Butch Smuts'. I attended on the Wednesday. Mick structured the day informally, to try to gauge what our interests and abilities were. We performed several turning exercises with some hands-on lathe work. Afterwards, I made a list of all the things that I learned. We discussed so many things that I'm sure I missed some:

· Scraper grinds and uses;

· Deep and shallow fluted gouges and new grinds;

· Types of cuts - Sheering, peeling and scraping; 

· Stance at the lathe and left/right hand cutting; 

· Wet vessels - design and order of shaping; 

· Rough cutting and use of the rouging gouge; 

· Different gouge grinds and the influence on the minimum angles of V cuts; 

· Pricing of work and selling; 

· Making of multiples;

· Design beforehand - whether to let the wood dictate the design or not; 

· Formalising the process - design, defining the order of cutting, making, and finishing; 

· The use of deep-fluted gouges in a variety of cuts; 

· A new grind for and the use of parting tools; 

· Mounting of long work in dovetail chucks. 

Mick only uses a small number of tools as those who attended the demo can attest. He feels that there is a place for more tools, but they tend to be for some specialised applications. 

Feedback that I heard from the Thursday course was equally positive. 

Mick and Liz will be in the country for about a month, visiting all the local clubs, the AWSA Congress and spending some time travelling on their own. If you have the opportunity to see them demonstrating, or to attend a course, I can recommend you seize it. 

Robert Sorby Demo. Chris Pouncy is a professional demonstrator for Robert Sorby, (www.robert-sorby.co.uk) who are based in Sheffield, U.K. Chris is touring the country, demonstrating the Robert Sorby product line. These are imported by Strand Hardware and sold by Hardware Centre in Gauteng. Robert Sorby has a large line of turning tools and accessories, carving and general woodworking chisels, as well being the UK agent for Nova. Their catalogue lists over 400 items. Chris gave a two-hour demo on Wed 17th March at the club, where he introduced us to a number of unusual tools. For many of us, this was the first time we had seen many of these demonstrated, so it was most useful. Some of the tools he showed were:

· StebCentre, which is particularly useful for production spindle turning. It has a spring-loaded, retractable point, surrounded by a serrated ring, allowing work-pieces to be mounted and un-mounted without stopping the lathe, thereby saving time in a production environment. 

· Spindle Master – turning tool that looks like a cross between a scraper and a spindle gouge, and can give the type of finish produced by a skew, without the difficulties of using a skew. 

· Hollowing tools with replaceable tips that can be used for scraping as well. 

· Sand Master. A self-powered sanding disc tool. 

· A spiralling and texturing tool.

· Threading tools – I’d not seen these demonstrated before. 

AWSA Conference. This takes place on the 19th to the 22nd March in Durban. Many of the turners are going, so I hope to have a report in the next issue. 

Notices:  

Basic Skills Training Course. Ken Bullivant has agreed to run a Basic Skills training course. This will run on Tuesday evenings at the clubhouse, lasting 10 weeks, starting on the 4th of May. The cost will be R1650- with a discount of R140- for members. You will be expected to provide your own tools, as care and sharpening is part of the skills that you will need to master. A list of the tools needed and further information is available from Ken. You can contact Ken on (011) 892-2285 (h), (011) 820-6445 (w), 082-809-0020 or Kenneth.bullivant@sulzer.co.za 

Thanks to Rob Robson, who donated a set of old (ca. 1952) Woodworker magazines, via Lionel Soekoe, that I will scratch through for ideas. I have several "annuals" from that time, and you will have seen some of the ideas in the newsletter. I hope to find more from this new source. 

Raffle: A bottle of Ballantine's 17-year old Scotch whiskey, currently worth R830-. Tickets for sale at R20- from Norman Cheerin on 082 443 7325 or catch him at the next meeting - to benefit the Turners’ club funds. 
Don Diamond. Don has been prostrated by his prostate, but is apparently now up and about. We wish him a speedy recovery.

Ken Bullivant was disappointed at the last Saturday workshop attendance, and feels that if there are so few, it will not be worth his while in future. Please let him know if you unable to attend, so he doesn’t waste a trip.

Main Club program 

· 12th May 2004 – AGM and Box Competition
· 9th June 2004 – Talk on Lace Bobbin turning and lace making by Harry and Mary Hughs
· 14th July 2004 – Steels and heat treatment 
Annual General Meeting

In terms of Section 6 of the Constitution, you are notified that the Annual General Meeting of the Witwatersrand Woodworkers Association will take place at Helpmekaar College on Wednesday 12th May 2004 at 18:00. Nominations for all committee positions are hereby requested. 

It is proposed that the provision in the constitution that the club office bearers may not serve for more than three years consecutively be amended to read that they shall be eligible to stand for re-election in the normal way at the AGM, and if re-elected may continue to serve. 

Agenda:

· Attendance / Apologies

· Chairman’s Report

· Treasurer’s Report

· Subscription fee for 2004 / 2005 – it is suggested that this remain unchanged.

· Discussion and vote on amendment to the constitution. 

· Election of Committee for 2004 / 2005

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2004 / 2005
Membership subscriptions for 2004 / 2005 are due on 1 May 2004. Please forward your payment to the Treasurer at the above address to reach us before the end of April or pay at the next meeting to maintain continuity of your membership.

Thank you.
INVOICE





31 March 2004
	DUE DATE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1/5/2004
	SUBS for the Witwatersrand Woodworkers Association - 2004/2005 year
	R140-00

	
	
	

	R140-00


Roger Matthews     Acting Secretary 
Only members of good standing as at 30 April 2004 may attend and vote at the AGM
Turner’s program 

· 3rd May 2004 - Turner's section AGM - Election of new committee for 2004/5 

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm.

Saturday Club. Meet on the Saturday following the main meeting for a morning workshop at 9:00am. Contact Ken Bullivant (011) 820-6445. 

Turners meet the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Rick Florence on 788-9922 (h), 886-9922 (w) for more details.

For Sale:

Wanted: Restoration. I need assistance on site repairing several pieces of furniture, mainly chairs. Saturdays only - times open to negotiation. To quote, phone Patrick at (011) 958-1256 evenings.

Restoration Services. George is available to undertake antique restorations, including French polishing. He was employed at Something Old, Something New in Greenside before they closed. Contact him via Holzer or Pauline on (011) 486 0246
Hammer combination panel saw -3metre span, thicknesser, planer, spindle, with mortisser attachment. 1 year old. R60,000 (new R130,000) Supplied and maintained by Austro Tools. Solid woods including rosewood, teak, balau, beech, maple. Some boards left including cherry, rosewood, pine, melamine. Randburg (close to St Stithians School) Contact Be Elsworth on 082 8313031. 

Harold Theunissen comments on last month’s Lathe Article

“I have just received the March issue of Crosscut and reading your article on ancient lathes it occurs to me that you might be interested to know that the club has a member who is so old that his first turning experience (at High School) was with a treadle powered lathe. One lesson I remember was that it was never allowed to put a square blank in the lathe… it had to be planed to octagonal. There was of course no such thing as a chuck. I still have a little coffee table with turned legs which was one of my "models" as they were described.” 
Sources of Supply – Held over until next month due to lack of space. 
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Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday, the 14th April 2004 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  John Speedy will talk on selling your work at craft markets, based on his experience.   





Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday, the 5th April 2004 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar: Talk on Chainsaws - by a representative from Stihl.
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