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News

February General Club Meeting. A very informative talk was given by a representative from Lukas Abrasives on the different applications of abrasives. Lukas supplies a range of general sandpapers, belts, flap wheels and discs mostly in Silicon Carbide and Aluminum Oxide, with some specialized abrasives in Zircon as well for use with stainless steel. They also do a range of carbide burrs, from small to minute that can be used for carving. 

February Turner’s Meeting.  Lionel Soekoe demonstrated the jigs and fixtures he makes for marking and sharpening. He gave advice on using a bench grinder for sharpening various lathe tools and chisels, using his products. 

Notices:  
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Buyer’s guide.  Thanks to Costa for a comprehensive list of suppliers that he uses. Look to the next issue for this.
Toys donated at the annual braai. Thanks to Roger Matthews for this photograph of the toys donated. A total of 180 toys were delivered by the Toy-makers to Reach for a Dream – well done to all those that contributed!

Turner’s program for 2004

· Tuesday, 9th March 2004 - Special Club Meeting to accommodate a visit by Mick and Cathy O'Donnell 

· Wednesday, 10th and Thursday, 11th March - Classes and discussions involving the O'Donnells - to be advised. 

· Friday, 20th to 22nd March - Annual AWSA congress in Durban. 

· 5th April 2004 - Talk on Chainsaws - by a representative from Stihl - still to be confirmed. 

· 3rd May 2004 - Turner's section AGM - Election of new committee for 2004/5 

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm.

Saturday Club. Meet on the Saturday following the main meeting for a morning workshop at 9:00am. Contact Ken Bullivant (011) 820-6445. 

Turners meet the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Rick Florence on 788-9922 (h), 886-9922 (w) for more details.

For Sale:

HAMMER COMBINATION saw(315mm max saw blade size) – spindle – planner thicknesser and morticing attachment with outrigger, various saw blades (new) 1x20 tooth rip saw blade - 1x48 tooth combination saw blade - 1x60 tooth cross cut saw blade - 1x72 cross cut saw blade, 2 sets of morticing drills, 2 new sets of planner blades + 1 set in machine with last good cutting face in position (throw away system), slide table foot, 3 surfacing safety feeding handles + push stick , booklet , spanners, allen keys with wheel away system      R 58,000
KITY BANDSAW  Comes with extension tables, side fence, T slide, Kity extraction pipe, large selection of  blades - 11 x 6mm, 5x10mm, 6x13mm, 6x18mm,10x25mm ,booklet, on wheels    R 8,000
KITY EXTRACTOR Extra long Kity extraction pipes +- 4m with 9 plastic bags and 1 spare top bag with Kity floor vacuum pipe, on wheels      R 3,200
HEGNER 1 speed Scroll saw comes with multiple boxes of blades, on a steel stand     R 2,800
MAKITA ELECTRIC HAND PLANNER 750 watt, 75 mm wide has depth adjuster, fence, spare blades, tooling and booklet a give away at      R 2,350
FORSTNER BITS 49 in total, various metric and imperial sizes, a give away at      R 1,275
STARRETT HOLE SAWS  12 in total with drill locating pin and 1 set of 6 (no name) hole saws with drill locating pin in yellow box, a give away at       R 575
BOSCH CORNER SANDER  with extra long sanding foot and approx; 100 various grit sanding paper replacements (takes extractor pipe), a give away at     R 475
VERITAS/STANLEY SCRAPERS + BURRING TOOL numerous shapes and sizes, with scraper holders complete, a give away at     R 475
BLACK AND DECKER POWER FILE with 3 different heads, 28 packets of various grit sanding belts for steel and wood, a give away at       R 375
SPIRAL WOOD DRILLS (FOR BRACE)  various sizes 13 in total + 1 Irwin variable size bit, a give away at       R 350
All equipment in mint condition!!! Unfortunately no reservations. Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any queries or wish to view above equipment.- Lionel Soekoe   ((011) 802-3046

PW 28-40 Superlathe. Bench – steel frame with wood top. Various Nova chucks and accessories, turning tools. R15,000- Contact Russell Sheppard, Tel 678 6886 (h), 708 3852 (w). 

Hammer Planer Thicknesser – Model A331 and Circular Saw model K3 with scoring blade. 2 years old. Both for R30,000- Contact Werner Heise on (011) 740-1016 (w), (011) 849-2433 (h) or 082 718 9699. (Werner is upgrading and this is the trade-in price that he has been offered – retail will be much higher.)

Mogale City Parks Dept. (Krugersdorp) has realized that the wood that they cut down and dump could be put to good use, so they are offering it for sale. The pricing structure is simplified for two basic categories of wood and is submitted as follows:

1. Hard woods (Oak, Maple, Cherry, Black Wood, Ash, Elm, Jacaranda, Camphor, Cedar etc.) at R5000-00 per m³

2. Soft Woods & Alien Trees (Pine, Wattle, Poplar, Saligna, Robinia etc.) at R2500-00 per m³.

3. Planking Service at R30 per cut.

The wood is stored at the Parks depot in Coronation Park, situated on the corner of Paardekraal (R28) and Coronation Road. Access to the park is in Coronation Road. The wood can be viewed and purchased by appointment. Mr. Gert Labuschagne can be contacted at 082 933 5440 or Mr. Rinus Bouwer can be contacted at 083 258 4762 for more information.
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Some History

A younger looking Peter Middleton was captured waving a large roughing gouge, while making a point. He was standing over what looks like a Record lathe with a blank that was to become a table leg. This picture appeared in the Star of 9th May 1992 reporting on a demo by the club at Hardware Centre (probably in the old Main Street shop). The article reports four lathes in action. 12 years later the club is still going strong, but Hardware Centre has moved out to Randburg. (Thanks for Kishore for digging this one out of his archive.)

Below is an even earlier picture of Peter using a pole lathe… 
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The man on the left is using a pole lathe to make a bowl. You can see a curved pole attached on the right, with a cord or strap going down to the work-piece, where it is wrapped once around, and hence down to a treadle with the turner’s foot on it. The bowl is being turned between centers. As the turner presses down on the treadle, with his foot, the cord is drawn downwards, turning the top of the work-piece towards the turner. The turner is shown applying a tool to the work-piece to remove shavings. When the treadle reaches the ground, the turner lifts his foot and the springy pole pulls upwards, reversing the direction of the work-piece. While the piece is reversing, the turner pulls the tool back slightly, to reduce friction until the reverse motion is complete. The cycle then repeats. This picture is taken from a 13th century English manuscript. 

Although simple, the reversing action is inefficient: Half the time, the work-piece is turning in the wrong direction and when a substantial piece such as the bowl above is being turned, then a lot of work is done just speeding up and slowing down the bowl. Therefore the next refinement was the use of a crank attached to a treadle to turn a flywheel, which revolves in one direction only. This was described in 1678, and illustrated by the picture below that shows a more recent example photographed in 1908. The treadle is connected to a crank on the large flywheel. The [image: image6.jpg]


flywheel drives the headstock via a wide belt. The headstock then drives the work-piece (not shown) that would be located between the headstock and movable tailstock. The ratio of the sizes of the flywheel and the headstock pulleys would give a substantial speed increase. The flywheel stores energy to allow the crank to make a complete turn, before the next push with the treadle. The speed increase, combined with the continuous rotation in one direction makes the operation of this lathe considerably more productive than the pole lathe shown above.
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Another stage in the development of the lathe is shown in the picture on the left. The great wheel would have been turned by another person using the crank handle, leaving the turner free to concentrate on the job. The relative sizes of the great wheel and the headstock pulley would have further increased the speed. The picture of the headstock below shows three pulley sizes, allowing further speed variations. 

Instead of the great wheel, the lathe could just as well have been located next to a waterwheel or a steam engine. The increased power available would have further increased the productivity of the turner, particularly when roughing out. This type of lathe was also described in 1678, but this particular example probably dates to around 1830-40. The headstock has a drive center fitted, (left below) but it could be replaced by a threaded attachment such as a faceplate, or a primitive chuck. This gives flexibility for work holding that is comparable with a modern lathe. A variety of chucks, centers and faceplates such as would be suitable for the Great Wheel lathe are shown in the picture below right. 
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The above pictures are taken from the book Ancient Carpenters’ Tools by Henry C Mercer, first published in 1929, and reprinted by Dover Publications in 2000, available from Hardware Centre. 

Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday, the 10th March 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Mark Ambler will talk on dust extraction and demo the new Triton dust mask, which promises to be interesting as it has had good reviews and is significantly cheaper. He will also demo some other uses of the router such as for carving.  


Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday, the 1st  March 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Competition. Bring your best work to be judged in three categories: Beginner, Intermediate or Advanced with 4 prizes available in each category. Judges are planned to be At Smit from the Pretoria Woodworkers and an outside person to judge the artistic merit of the entries.














