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News

May Annual General Meeting.  A good turnout at the AGM saw the annual fees confirmed as remaining the same for 2003/4 due to the healthy state of the finances. The outgoing chairman, Alistair Brande thanked the committee for their hard work over the preceding year. Alan Young was unanimously elected as chairman for the 2003/4 year. Harold will stay on as treasurer for a third year. Roger Matthews has already served three years as secretary, but in the absence of any other nominees has agreed to serve for another year, subject to ratification at a special general meeting. Frans Joubert, who has been a member since the early days of the club, has agreed to serve on the committee. The committee for 2003/4 is as follows:

	Alan Young
	Chairman
	442-5924 (h)
	442-8551 (w)
	082-330-0723
	alan.young@unitrans.co.za

	Harold Theunissen
	Treasurer
	447 3334 (h)
	
	082-711-7426
	dinky@worldonline.co.za 

	Roger Matthews
	Acting Secretary
	465-9009 (h)
	
	082-893-0193
	rbmatthews@hixnet.co.za

	Trevor Pope
	Newsletter
	622-7018 (h)
	374-6494 (w)
	083-388-2214
	tpope@iafrica.com

	Frans Joubert
	Member
	704-2846 (h)
	
	084-574-3500
	fransalid@telkomsa.net 


	Ken Bullivant
	Member
	892-2285 (h)
	820-6445 (w)
	082-809-0020
	Kenneth.bullivant@sulzer.co.za

	Alistair Brande
	Member
	957-2888 (h)
	422-2340 (w)
	082-466-7844
	abrande@recordtools.co.za


Extraordinary General Meeting

In terms of the Constitution, you are hereby notified that an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Witwatersrand Woodworkers Association will take place at Helpmekaar College on Wednesday 9th July 2002 at 18:00 to consider the following issue:

· Failing the nomination of any other people to the position of Secretary, Roger Matthews has agreed to serve as secretary for another year. However, Roger has already served for three years. Serving for another year would be in violation of the constitution. In the absence of any other candidates for the position of Secretary, the club is hereby requested to condone that Roger continues to serve for another year.
· Should members wish to nominate any further candidates for the position of Secretary, they are free to do so at the above meeting. Whereupon, the meeting will be called upon to vote on the election of a candidate Secretary to replace Roger. Then the above matter will fall away.  

Agenda:

· Attendance / Apologies

· Call for any further nominations to the position of Secretary, and vote for election of a candidate.

· In the absence of any elected candidate, condonation of the continued service of Roger Matthews as Secretary for another year.

May Turner’s Meeting.  The turner’s section held their AGM. Some new faces were welcomed onto the committee to balance the old hands. Butch said that new people with fresh ideas were important, and this was achieved with Eddie Marchio, Danie de Klerk, Butch Smuts and Alan Mason standing down, to be replaced by Norman Cheerin and Roy Gibbs. Additional members will be co-opted for projects as required. The new committee is:

Roy Gibbs

(Chairman)    082-445-2450   

 wasarg@iafrica.com 
Shorty Oberholzer
(Treasurer)    888-4414 (h)
Rick Florence

(Secretary)    788-9922 (h)    886-9922 (w)  
Norman Cheerin
(Member)     646-1174 (h)    493-9310 (w)    ncheerin@iafrica.com 

John Speedy

(Member)     678-4742 (h)    

 jospeedy@iafrica.com 
The turners keep account of their own funds, and Eddie reported that these have declined by about R1500- due to additional expenditure incurred on lathe accessories and visiting turners, but they are still solvent with about R2500- in the bank.

Roy Gibbs demonstrated the turning of a ball between centers. A number of gavels/anvils and bowls were presented for judging. 

From the committee:  

Roger Matthews regularly receives inquiries after people able to perform woodworking jobs. Members wishing to offer their services on a professional basis should contact Roger giving their contact details and the type of work that they perform. Roger will then be able to pass this on when appropriate.

East Rand Club. George Stroebel is organising a meeting to explore interest in the founding of an East Rand based club. This will take place at the Timber City near the Hypermarket on Northrand Rd on Wednesday the 18th June from 17h30 to 18h00. 

Make a Marionette?

Charles Gotthart, who gave a talk on creativity at the March meeting, has issued a chalange to the turners to produce a marionette. The three winning entries will be incorporated in a display driven by a water wheel at Goblins Cove restaurant in Hekpoort. The rules are as follows:
· The marionette should be operated in the normal fashion by five strings attached to the knees, the wrists and the back of the neck or head.

· It should stand about 1.0 to 1.2 metres tall

· The components (limbs, body, head etc) should be mainly turned, but carving, painting or other decoration may be included.

· The proportions should be based on those of a normal human but because of the nature of the theme restaurant, some grotesque characteristics would be advantageous in the competition.

· Judging will take place during the second weekend of October this year at Goblins Cove and Charles has also offered free space to display members turned items for sale to the public over this weekend, and they will be publicising this to their regular customers. The items should preferably be in keeping with the fantasy theme of the restaurant.

The winner of the marionette competition will be awarded a weekend stay for two people at Goblins Cove. (There is accomodation in a railway carriage in the grounds).

2nd prize, a dinner for two and an overnight stay at Goblins.

3rd prize, a dinner or lunch for two at Goblins.

 

If anyone interested would like further information, they can contact Charles at 014 577 1126 or they are most welcome to visit Goblins, which has a coffee shop so you don't have to commit to a full meal! you'll find it on the Bekker School Road between Magaliesburg and Hekpoort, near to the Hekpoort junction with the R563.

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm.

Saturday Club. Meet on the Saturday following the main meeting for a morning workshop at 9:00am. Contact Ken Bullivant (011) 820-6445. 

Turners meet the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Danie de Clerk on 476-4964 (h), 408-3304 (w), or 083-675-0037 for more details.

For Sale:

1. Hegner Mk 2 scroll saw.  R4000

2. Spindle moulder: Single phase, Kity 629 with cutter blocks,blades and slide table. R20000 

3. Holy Tek wide belt sander: CT-1332 SN Belt width: 330mm, Working thickness 130mm R 29000

4. Hi Tek belt sander: Model SB 12.
300mm belt R 2500

5. Dust collector turbine R 2300

All in very good condition, prices negotiable. Contact Anton  le Roux 011 702 1843
1. 2off Arcoy/Stanley dovetail jigs for use with power drill with 3 size cutters. Depth of drawer side 254 mm.  R 250 each

2. Arcoy/Stanley dovetail housing joint attachment for use with the above jigs. R 150

3. 91 S A Weekend Workshop magazines July 1976 to July 1984.  Best offer secures.

Contact Mike Jones 072 277 3975.

 
From Norman Cheerin:

1.  Peter Middleton used a pair of lensed safety glasses which got me investigating.
I found that M.S.A. (Africa) at 153 Heidelberg Road, City Deep, offer an excellent frame made in the USA for R53-58 including VAT and that for approx R180-00 more they will fit lenses made to your prescription.  They also offer all sorts of breathing apparatus and cartridges - in fact anything to do with head protection.
 

2.  I am now geared up to supply turning jackets to club members at R125-00 each in 3 sizes viz. Medium, Large and Extra Large in any colour provided it is Sage green.  At the moment there is a 'slight' hiccup in that the fabric is still on a ship. I can be contacted on 082.443-7325. 
 

3. I have come across a RHINO wood lathe at CASH PEDLARS situated at 1 Buckingham Avenue - corner Jan Smuts (or is it Pretoria Road there) Craighall Park. The asking price is R1800-00 but I am sure that is negotiable.  It is surely worth a look to a beginner.

4. A link for free plans on the Internet at http://www.freeplans.com
The Woodcraftsman held their closing-down sale. Caroline will continue to supply turning accessories such as pens, pepper mills and other small items up to the size of a folded bandsaw blade mail-order. Contact Caroline Myles on (011) 452-5722, 082-753-5452 or woodcraftsman@wol.co.za
Overseas Magazines

With the recent collapse of the Rand, what the Americans call sticker-shock has applied to many imported tools and woodworking magazines. With the recent recovery of the Rand I have noticed that prices have dropped on some recent magazines, but they are still breath taking. If I browse a magazine and I see a design or article that is worthwhile, I think about buying the magazine, but the price usually makes me think again.

The premium magazine, to my mind, is Fine Woodworking (FWW), but there are others that are sometimes worth buying. The British magazine Woodturning is very worthwhile, if you are a keen woodturner. The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) publishes an excellent magazine that is distributed to their members (who number in the thousands!)

Another alternative is to subscribe, and now that the Rand is strong again, it is worth looking at the economics. The British publishers don’t give you much of a discount as an incentive to subscribe, whereas the Americans make it much more worthwhile:

· Fine Woodworking – the last price I saw in the CNA was R116- A single year overseas subscription is $42- for 7 issues = R45- per issue. This improves with a three year subscription to $105- for 21 issues = R37-50 per issue.

· American Woodworker – Last CNA price was R93-. A single year overseas subscription is $27- for 7 issues = R29- per issue.

If you think you can sustain interest in one magazine, then you can see that it is well worthwhile subscribing! I know several of the turners subscribe to Woodturning. Payment can usually made with a credit card, which is very easy as well.

Unfortunately, some of the magazines have become rather scarce on the shelves. Affordability must have reduced sales and with CNA becoming leaner, they seem to have cut back on those titles. Unfortunately, they don’t seem to have twigged that the bi-monthly magazines only need to be pulled after two months - they are quite good about pulling them after two to three weeks, which can’t help sales. Sometimes, if you are lucky, you can pick up the remainders at the bulk magazine shops at somewhat reduced prices, and seeing the material doesn’t really age, this doesn’t matter to most of us. (I have some twenty-year-old FWW, which are often just as relevant as the modern version, even though the prices look much better, even in dollars. You’d be surprised to see some identical products still being advertised in the modern issues – things don’t change that fast in this area.)

Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday 02nd June 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar: After watching Roy’s demo on how to turn a ball last month, you will no doubt have tried to make some yourself. Bring them to show what you have achieved and discuss any problems you may have.  There will be a collaborative session where members are split into 3 groups and given a selection of pieces of timber to turn. The task will be to design and turn an object to display one or more of the spheres that have, hopefully, been brought along





Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday 11th June 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Alistair to demo a new LPG burner product range. (Buddy will standby with his black bag and burn ointment. Are the club fire extinguishers still working?) 














